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      Mah  Fravardin –YZ 1381              Zor & More      Issue #3, September-2011  

     A publication of the ZoroasTrian Association of Florida 
 

We really do believe that if we work together as one, following the simple yet priceless tenets of our faith- 

Humata, Hukhta, Huvarshta, we can move mountains. 
 

ZAF is a non-profit organization; IRS code 501(c) (3); tax ID # EIN 65-0786849.   

Donations and Membership fee are Tax-deductible. 

We are a member of the FEZANA (Federation of the Zoroastrian Associations of North America) 
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A message from your Board 
 

Dear Community: It is our pleasure to bring you this issue of Zor & More.  Last 

month was particularly busy and rewarding with what we believe were very 

successful and well attended events of the Muktaad prayers and celebrating the 

Navroze /New Year in style.  It was our honor and privilege to recognize 

Solibhai Dastur for receiving the R. Rivetna Outstanding Zarathushtri Award and 

both Soli & Jo Ann for their dedication to the community. A special event was 

winning the first prize for the ZAF’s Haft-Sheen exhibit at the AIA fair.  We 

could not have done it all without the wholehearted support for Muktaad, Pateti, 

Gaara-Raffle and sponsorships of this newsletter.  Furthermore, the initiation of 

the Joint Project to Contribute to The WZO-India Gujarat Food Scheme For Poor 

Parsi-Zarathushtris is yet another step in that direction. We are humbled by the 

fact that the support comes from not only the ZAF area community, but also 

from our brethren from the ZATAMBAY, Orlando and N. Florida. The ZAF list 

continues to grow and now stands at ~81 addresses.  There is much more in this 

newsletter than meets the eye here. I am proud to say that your Board-team 

strives to earn your trust and confidence through service and good governance.   
Sincerely,  Jahanbux Daruwala for the ZAF Board 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

On the 10th anniversary of his passing,  
this issue of Zor & More is dedicated by the 

 Todywala family… 
 

In the loving memory of their 
 Brother and dearest friend: 

 

Kerfegar Mehta 
 

"Gentleness, Self-sacrifice and Generosity  
are the exclusive possession of  

no one race or religion”. Mahatma Gandhi. 
 

Our beloved Kerfy:   
 

May your soul continue to rest in peace.    
It has been 10 years since you left us  

and we miss you terribly.  
We will NEVER ever forget you.  

Our hearts still ache for you, but we find solace 
 in our cherished memories of the times we spent together.  

 

Your ever-loving,  
 

Sammy, Lyloo,  Zanoo, Stéfoo, Sasha & Simone 
 

XXX 
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Mason Mehta  
Sitting on his high chair 

looking happy and 
waiting for his mom 
Jennifer to feed him. 

 

 

With compliments 

and  

best wishes  

to the community  

from me  

and  

my loving and  

proud mom & dad 

Jennifer & Zersis,  

and  

grandma & grandpa 

Daisy & Mehar 

 

                                                            
 
 
 

      ZAF Annual Muktaad Prayers       
 

The aroma of afrigan lit with sandalwood permeating the ambiance and the charm of the rose bouquets gracing the occasion, were only the 

fitting backdrops for the melodic and wholehearted prayers of Ervad Solibhai Dastur that have come to be a proud tradition for the 

fortunate South Florida community.   
 

      
             The set-up crew on the day before                 33 family vases, 300 roses                             The heart & Soul                            The set-up crew 

          
            Ervads Khushroo & Solibhai      Solemn prayer       Total dedication for six days  New Year: Khushali-Nu-Jashan 
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     [Burjis, Dustyn, Amy, Jo Ann: Reflections in solitude]    Fruits in prayer       Our gracious hostess Hovi 
 

 Over 200 adults and children attended during the six days. 33 families from ZAF, ZATAMBAY and Orlando submitted a total of 106 

names for the prayers in honor and memory of their departed loved ones.  Equally inspiring and enlightening were the explanations and 

insights given by Solibhai following each day’s main prayer; ending with the Hamaazor-Hamaa-Ashobed followed by the Humbandagee.  
  

We all sincerely appreciate the endless energy and dedication of Solibhai in performing the prayers and the support of his dear wife Jo 

Ann for the  three daily Satum prayers and a Gahambar Jashan on each of the five Gatha Days as well as a Khushali-nu-Jashan on the 

Navroze (New Year) day.  We thank our Ervad Khushroo Daruwalla who also joined Solibhai during the Khushali-nu-Jashan.  An 

explanation of the Gathas and Satum is given below by Solibhai: 
 

“Please note that according to our Shehenshahi calendar, the five Gatha days are the last five days of our calendar year and it is 

also the last 6th Gahambar days of Hamaspathmaedaem Gahambar. According to our religion, the departed Fravashis of our loved 

ones come down to the homes and bless the families involved in these prayers. The Fravashis actually come for 10 days and 

nights, the last five days of the 12th month Spendardmad from Astad Roj to Aneran Roj and the five Gatha Days. We celebrate 

their coming with three Satum Prayers and one Jashan each of the five Gatha Days. They depart on the last Gatha night and hence 

we also will have a Jashan and Satum on the Navroze day early morning after 12 AM in the morning. Since many of our members 

also attend the Navroze Day prayers, we continue to have three Satum and a Navroze Jashan on the Navroze Day. In each prayer 

(26 in all), the individual names of the departed ones of your families are remembered.” 
 

Once again, our dear family of Burjis, Hovi, Dustyn and Kevyn Shroff so kindly hosted the Muktaad prayers in their home.  They went 

out of their way to welcome all with open arms and grace.  On behalf of the community we thank them for their generosity, very hard work 

and taking the time off from their careers to host the event. We are deeply indebted to them. 
 

We owe thanks and gratitude to Dinyar Mehta of Orlando for the custom construction and donation of the five beautiful marble tables for 

placing the flowers.   We also owe him and Perzid & Urvazi Ichhaporia of Orlando a great vote of thanks for bringing them every year 

and taking them back to Orlando for storage.   

Of all ages, from all walks of life, from near and far ….. they came 

     
 

         
 

      
 

What is also truly meaningful to see is the extent of participation, cooperation and teamwork that makes this a very rewarding experience 

in the community.  So many people have commented that our Muktaad days get better each year.......with experience, of course, we are 

more organized.....but this year, we had such an outstanding number of people willing to help -- with the communications, forms and fees; 

with the fruits, flowers and vases; and with the meals -- the special daily Satum meals, as well as ravo, sev or malido for the prayers and 

the main meals after each Jashan. Over 18 volunteer cooks contributed 44 dishes over the six days.   They are: Nancy Daruwala, Jo Ann 
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Dastur, Freny Deboo, GulshanDubash, Hootoxi Hansotia, Zenobia Hansotia, Amy Irani, Khushnam Irani, Aban Kavasmaneck, 

Farida Major, Dolly Munshi, Anahita Patel, Daisy Patel, Casey Raja, Hovi Shroff, Shireen Shroff, Nellie Unwalla, and Sheroo 

Vazir.  Thanks to all for your help – ZAF is richer and prouder with such enthusiastic support!       [Photos by Jo Ann, Solibhai, Kersi] 
 

      ZAF New Year –Pateti - Celebration      
 

On Roj Bahman, Mah Fravardin, YZ 1381 (Saturday, August 20), about 125 adults and children from the ZAF area, many far-away places 

in South Florida and as far as from Indiana and Mumbai, attended the Pateti-New Year -Navroze function.  Thanks to our community’s 

enthusiastic support, this was the largest attendance at the ZAF’s Pateti function.   GulshaDubash & Katya Hansotia greeted all at the 

“gate” with a smile and a warm welcome.     

                                                        
Ervad Soli Dastur, Aban Kavasmaneck & the Z Club Children at Candlelight Humbandagee 

 

Humbandagee: The festivities started with Aban Kavasmaneck and the Z Club children entering the hall with lit candles while Yatha 

Ahu Vairyo chant played in the background.  This was followed by Ervad Soli Dastur lighting the deevo and the audience joining the Z 

Club in the Yatha Ahu Vairyo and Ashem Vohu prayers.  Our sincere thanks are due to the children, the parents and Aban for their 

wholehearted support.   
 

Welcome:  The always resourceful and humorous son/father duo of Dustyn and Burjis Shroff were the evening’s MCs and kept things 

flowing smoothly to the delight of all.  The President Jahan Daruwala extended a warm welcome to Dr. Roy Dubash, Pallan & Carol 

Katgara and their children Tyler and Dina, who have recently relocated to the ZAF area and to more than 20 out-of-town guests from 

western and northern Florida, Indiana and Mumbai.   

Graduate Recognition: In keeping with our valued annual tradition of recognizing the graduates, Khushnuma Driver was given a 

certificate and a cash award for her bachelor’s degree.  Congratulations and best wishes to Khushnuma.    

       
               The cheerful greeters         Greetings with fresh flowers Toran     Congrats.to the graduate        Superb duo of the MCs 

WZO-Gujarat: Food For Poor Parsis:  Dr. Solibhai Dastur gave a presentation describing the very poor conditions and the need for help 

during their visit to the interior villages of Gujarat and made an appeal to the community for help.  An article giving the details of the 

background and how to help is presented later in this newsletter.    
 

Operation Eye-Sight: Our ever diligent Board member Behli Hansotia continued the Operation Eye-Sight started at the Nowruz function 

in March and collected many additional pairs at this function as well.  Thank you Behli for your dedication.   

Here is a personal message from Behli: “ZAF Operation Eyesight efforts motivated by our first successfully completed campaign 

to collect prescription & reading glasses, continued at the recent Navroze Function on August 20. ZAF will continue these efforts 

at all future gatherings & events so please grab those unused prescription & reading glasses & keep them ready to drop in the 

Operation Eyeglass box at next ZAF gathering & functions. Remember even if you do not have any more old prescription or 

reading glass, you can still contribute to this worthy cause to help someone see better & improve their life by buying reading 

glasses at any pharmacy or store near you. Thank you. " 
 

Yes! ZAF‟s Got Talent! The entertainment was superbly coordinated by our entertainment committee of Kersi Munshi and Khushnam 

Irani.  The crowd enjoyed the hilarious singing of Parsi Ame Chaiye by the ZAF singers (Kashmira Bhadha, Soli Dastur, Gulshan 

Dubash, Amy Irani, Daisy Patel, Shireen Shroff ) with the simultaneous screening of the lyrics by Solibhai.   

 Khushnuma Driver and partner delighted the audience with their Bollywood number  

 Our guest Fernando Urrego (alias - Julio Iglesias) obliged and dazzled the audience and dancers with a couple of romantic 

numbers including the ever popular “Besame Mucho”.  What a voice!  The crowd wants Fernando back! 
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              The ZAF Singers           Besame Mucho Bollywood alive!             Grandparents or Parents – happiness abound 
 

The Menu:  Delicious buffet catered by India House was enjoyed by all.  Added to it was the very special home cooked treat of Roast 

Pork that was provided by our own Iron Chef Kaizad Hansotia.  Simply superb!  Thank you Kaizad from all the food lovers.  
  

       
 Thanks for being with us from faraway places          Lovely candle light ambiance    Our precious future 

                

                                     
                                And they all dined and danced till late [Photos by Jo Ann, Solibhai & Kersi] 
 

RAFFLE:  Burjis and Katya so gracefully and delightfully conducted the raffle of the items generously donated by Hovi & Burjis 

Shroff.  $1,500 was collected with the sale of the raffle tickets to the ZAF and many out-of-ZAF area participants. We all are extremely 

appreciative of the initiative Burjis & Hovi Shroff took to bring the articles all the way from India with the thought of helping the 

association. This note is not enough to express how proud we all feel about the dedication and fortitude with which they undertake the 

team work and see it through beyond expectation, time after time.  The winners were:  
 

  

 

 Jamshed Dubash (Shrewsbury, MA)

 Orange Scarf 

 Dolly Munshi (Parkland, FL) 

 Pink Scarf 

 Goolu Baria (Tampa, FL) 

 Silver Deevo Holder 

 Azita Dotiwala (Boca Raton, FL)

 Kurta Dress  

 Dolly Munshi (Parkland, FL) 

 Gaara – Grand Prize 
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ZAF Honors Soli & Jo Ann Dastur For The Outstanding Zarathushtri Award 
 

              Dustyn reads the plaque text                    The Trophy           Shawl of honor  
 

At the Pateti/New Year function on Saturday, August 20
th

, ZAF honored one of its own friends, teacher and a Board member, Ervad Dr. 

Soli Dastur and his dear wife Jo Ann for receiving the prestigious “Rohinton Rivetna Outstanding Zarathushti of The Year” award 

announced at the FEZANA meeting in December 2010 in Houston.  As a traditional symbol of honor, our founding member of ZAF and 

the respected senior Mobed in the community, Ervad Dr. Darabsha Unwalla presented Solibhai with a shawl and Mrs. Nellie Unwalla 

presented a beautiful bouquet of roses to dear Jo Ann.  Dustyn Shroff read to the audience a beautiful commemorative plaque, which was 

painstakingly prepared by him and Darabsha.  This was a very proud moment for South Florida and we are blessed and honored to have 

them in our community.  The Plaque reads as follows: 

 “I would like to take this opportunity to express our most heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Dr. Soli Dastur. The ZAF 

Community is truly blessed to have a true Zoroastrian „Superstar‟ living within its own community. Ervad Dastur is one of the 

most humble, earnest men I have ever had the privilege of knowing and I feel that it is integral and only right that I make his 

contributions to the world Zoroastrian community known here and now. Soli Dastur is loved, respected, and cherished by each 

person he comes in contact with. His energetic smile, joyful laugh, and everlasting desire to educate are just a few of his 

characteristics that truly draw in and hold the attention of all around him. Soli Uncle, you are held in the highest regard by all and 

we are truly blessed to have you as a priest, guide, mentor, and most importantly a dear friend. Thank you for all you have done, 

you do, and will continue to do for our religion, our faith, and our community.”   With love, gratitude, & appreciation always,  

(Signed by Dustyn Shroff- Endorsed by: Darab B. Unwalla Ph.D. and Jahan B. Daruwala Ph.D.) 
 

We acknowledge and sincerely appreciate the help of Darabsha, Nellie and Dustyn in doing such a fine job and successfully making it a 

very pleasant surprise for the Dasturs.  Our thanks and appreciation is also due to Jeroo & Soli Irani for donating the shawl and bringing 

it from Mumbai, as well as Katya Hansotia for the graceful bouquet of roses. 
 

 

ZAF, ZATAMBAY & Orlando Groups Initiate a Joint Project to Contribute to The WZO-India Gujarat 

Food Scheme For Poor Parsi-Zarathushtris in Gujarat  

              
Background & Purpose: Charity begins at home and as part of its duty to the community, the ZAF Board has started yet another initiative 

to provide basic food items to the needy Zarathushtri families in the interior poor sections of Gujarat State; the place where our ancestors 

landed from Persia centuries ago and many of their descendants still live in very poor conditions today.  
 

At the ZAF Pateti function on August 20
th

, Ervad Soli Dastur presented to the audience a personal account of the visit by him and his 

brother Ervad Palanji Dastoor to these villages accompanied by Dinshaw Tamboly of the World Zoroastrian Organization (WZO) – India 

and witnessed the poor conditions there. Upon return, Solibhai recommended the worthiness of this project to the ZAF Board for support. 

The Board has voted in favor of the proposal and is communicating the appeal to you. Solibhai has also made such presentations last week 

to the ZATAMBAY and Orlando groups at their respective New Year functions. 
 

                   
                 WZO Associates with the Recipient Family    Elderly lady receives food grain distribution              Food distribution items 
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Appeal: Each $100 will buy about three months’ supply of basic foodstuff (daal, rice, wheat, tea, sugar, oil) for a family of four (shown in 

the photo, pg-6 on the right). You may elect to donate any amount, above or below $100, even a $5 donation will help out the needy. 
 

Donation & processing: Please make out your check payable to ZAF Inc. and mail to Mina Dubash, Treasurer-ZAF, at 1819 SE 17
th

 St., 

Unit # 712, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316. Please be sure to note in the footnote: “WZO-Gujarat-Food for Poor”, so that it will only be used for 

this purpose. 
 

Verification of Food Distribution:  Solibhai has personally seen this distribution to at least 2 families (see photos above), one of them 

was a very poor elderly lady shown with Dinshaw Tamboly. 
 

At least four times a year, WZO – Gujarat Food Distribution Associates determine the worthy recipient families for this project personally 

visit them in their homes and deliver the following items. The last such distribution was made in January 2011 to 120 families. 

 15 liters groundnut oil, 15 kg wheat, 15 kg toovar dal, 9 kg moong dal, 9 kg masoor, 9 kg chana dal, 9  kg arad dal,2 kg tea,3 

kg sugar,4 Sholapuri charsas, 2 towels, 2 tubes of tooth paste and tooth brushes, 6 cakes of soap, 150 jute bags for distribution. 
 

What does It Cover?  The cost of one package supplied to each of the 120 families was IRs.4,200/=.  We estimate that the items supplied 

would cover the basic nutritional needs of each family for at-least 3 months or more. 

When?  You may mail your tax-deductible contribution at any time. The first distribution will be made by ZAF after consolidating all 

contributions from ZAF, Orlando Group and ZATAMBAY around 2nd week of September 2011. Later contributions will be consolidated 

for the next distribution. 
 

What is pledged or collected & what is further planned?  As of Sep-6, thanks to Solibhai’s presentations and subsequent support at the 

ZAF, Orlando & ZATAMBAY functions, approximately $3,500 has already been collected or pledged and set aside. We will forward one 

check, with due credits to all three organizations (ZAF, ZATAMBAY & Orlando) to the FEZANA treasurer, who in turn, will forward the 

sum to WZO-Gujarat organizer, Mr. Dinshaw Tamboly’s attention. All groups will be kept apprised of the amount and status. 
 

Frequency: The current thinking is to have this fund drive twice a year, September-2011 and 2Q-2012. If our dear donors want to include 

the tax deductible donations in the current year they should mail the check so that our ZAF Treasurer receives it by December 31. 
 

The ZAF Exhibit Wins Best Booth at the A.I.A. Gathering  

      
         The Team & supporters  The Trophy         The Booth   The Haft Sheen details  

                                            
                  [The Parade & the ZAF paraders]                    Designer: Gulshan with Mina & Roy  

On Sunday, August 21, at the celebration of India’s independence at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts, the Association of 

Indians in America (AIA) held its annual contest of the best booth from amongst the 22 different ethnic, cultural and social associations 

that comprise the AIA South Florida Chapter.  

The ZAF booth was declared the winner 
By a panel of three judges, based on the presentation, explanation of the significance  

of the displayed items and answering the questions to create an understanding.  
This is yet another “first” in the ZAF’s history! Our congratulations to the Project Team of Mina & Gulshan Dubash, Jimmy & Farida 

Major.  A very special vote of thanks to Sharon Dubash for being the gracious greeter representing ZAF and to her dear mom Shahnaz 

Dubash for so knowledgably answering the judges’ questions about the significance of the articles displayed.  They made a difference!   
 

We also appreciate very much the efforts and dedication of many other ZAF contributors who either participated and/or provided articles 

for the display and attended the booth for answering the visitors’ questions including: Nancy Daruwala, Feny Deboo, Behli & Zenobia 

Hansotia, Katya Hansotia, Khushnam Irani, Kersi & Dolly Munshi and Hovi Shroff. 
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The most significant aspect of this event is the THEME: The Haft Sheen Table, thanks to Gulshan Dubash for this brilliant idea. The 

seven symbols of the values and significance thereof are ever living in our daily lives and not just displayed at each Nowruz in March. We 

are sure that the three non-Zoroastrian judges felt the same way in making their choice.  
 

Claude & Roshan Moraes of ZAFsummed it all up:  “Claude and I were there and we wholeheartedly agree that ZAF was The 
Best Booth! What's more is that this ZAF team had great patriotic spirit and were a happy bunch. Congratulations to all the 
hard working members of the team.”         Claude & Roshan 
 

               Laminated Pocket-size Guidance Cards in the Event of a Death in a Family           

 
 

At times, the Board members are approached for suggestions and guidance in the event of a sudden or impending death in the family.  

While one can never be fully prepared for such an event, we think that it would be helpful to have a ready reference card with some basic 

guidance on the religious, medical and practical aspects of contacts, arrangements, documents and processes involved during such stressful 

times.  This card is an abbreviated version.  We are also working on a detailed pamphlet including more specifics on the religious aspects 

of the ceremonies and prayers.  This is provided as a community service in good faith and does not constitute any official position on 

religious, medical or legal matters.   
 

We thank Dr. Burjis Shroff and Ervad Soli Dastur in providing the input for preparing the text.  The cards have been distributed to all 

addresses in the ZAF Directory (ZAF, ZATAMBAY & Orlando) at no cost.  The contents are as follows: 
 

1. Important: It is advisable to decide on cremation or burial question and pre-arrange which funeral home you will use to assure 

that they understand any special religious ceremonial requirements. You may want to consult with a local Mobed before this 

step is taken. 

2.  Call family, close friends, as you wish. 

3.  Call the Funeral Home. They will contact the Coroner's Office and obtain the original Death Certificate. Ask for 8 to15 copies 

(for a fee) depending on the assets held.  

4.  Notify your Doctor so that he/she will decide & agree to sign the Death Certificate. 

5.  Meet with Funeral Home Director to finalize Funeral arrangements and Cremation or Burial arrangements. Ask them about 

State Laws which have to be followed. 

6.  Important documents to have on hand: 

Life insurance policies, mortgage or rental documents, property deeds, last home appraisal, HUD statements from home 

purchase & each refinances, receipts for home improvements, vehicle title & any other information related to current assets, 

bank accounts & investments, IRS & state tax returns for past 3 years. 

7. Things to do 

(a) Notify local Social Security office of death. 

(b) Inform the employer of the death & ask about pension plans, survivor benefits, credit unions & union death benefits. A 

certified copy of death certificate for each claim is needed. 

(c) Inform the health insurance company (ies). 

(d) Inform life insurance company (ies) & give policy numbers, certified copy of death certificate and fill out a claim form. If the 

deceased is listed as the beneficiary on any other policy, arrange to have the name removed. 

(e) Inform Credit Card company (ies) if you, as the survivor, want to retain use of the deceased’s   card, or return the credit card 

with a certified copy of the death certificate. 

(f) Consult accountant/tax advisor for filing the deceased’s tax return for the year of the death. 

(g) Arrange to change any joint bank accounts into your name. If the deceased's estate is in trust, check with the Trust Department 

or Customer Service at the bank. 

(h) Arrange with your bank or investment advisor to change stocks & bonds into your name. They will have the forms.  

(i) Assure that key bills like mortgage, loans, car-payments, utilities, etc. continue to be paid. 

(j) Consult with your Mobed about prayers & religious ceremonies upon and after death. 
 

 

ZAF Community News                 
 

 

Welcome & Directory Change 

  Deenaz Patel, Ph.D.    As always, we are very happy to announce the newcomers to the area.  Deenaz Patel, Ph.D. in Rehabilitation has 

relocated from Chicago area and will be working at the Florida Atlantic University as an Assistant Professor in the College of Education. 

We extend Deenaz our warm Florida welcome and wish her all the best in our midst and in the professional pursuits. Her e-mail and 

phone#: deenaz123@gmail.com , 847-722-6188.   
 

  Pallan & Carol Katgara:  We are very pleased to inform you that Pallan and Carol are the new members of ZAF and have relocated 

from Long Island, New York to Florida with their two children Tyler and Dina. Their phone/address are: 17510 Grand Estee Way, Boca 

Raton, FL 33496, 561-756-9900, pkatgara@yahoo.com. Please join us in extending a warm Florida welcome to Pallan, Carol and family 

and wish them all the success in their business and in their new home, full of health and happiness.  
 

mailto:deenaz123@gmail.com
mailto:pkatgara@yahoo.com


                        Pg. 9 of 12                  Zor & More, Issue #3, September-2011  

Our Condolences 

Our Jaloo (Aunty) Captain’s son Ervad Maneck (Manchi) Captain passed away in Mumbai on August 16th around 2 PM.    He is survived 

by his wife: Ashi, son: Mehernosh, brother: Pheroze and sister: Rita Engineer. We extend our sincerest condolences to Jaloo Aunty, Ashi, 

Mehernosh, Rita, Phil and pray that Dadar Ahura Mazda give them strength to overcome this tremendous loss! May his soul rest in Garo 

Demana (the House of Songs)! 

 

                All Florida Zoroastrian Religious Classes by Ervad Soli Dastur 
 

The Next Religious Tele-Class: 
 

The next Tele-Class by Ervad Soli Dastur will be held on Sunday, September 18th, starting at 11 am. The Power Point slides and the 

Tele-conferencing instructions will be sent well in advance of the class date.  The topic will be: Zoroastrian Scriptures: Gathas, Avesta, 

Vendidad, Yasna, Visparad, Yasht and others. (Which is the core of the religion and which ones came after Zarathushtra’s existence and 

who wrote them? What do they mean and what is their relevance in today’s environment?).  This is a very broad category and so we will 

try to do the best to give a broad view of them and then see if there is any interest in details; if so, we will cover them in later classes. Also, 

Solibhai invites suggestions for other topics for the future classes. Please send them at dastur@comcast.net. 
 

Zoroastrian Religion Lecture to the USF Tampa Adult Class: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

At the invitation to a scholar from the ZAF, Dr. Soli Dastur was kind enough to represent us and give 

a lecture to the Adult Education Class, Life-long Learning Center, at the U. of S. Florida, Tampa, on 

July 14 to about 40 students.  It included four subjects:  (1) Five Zarathushtri Dynasties from antiquity 

to 641 AD when our last Dynasty was destroyed by the Arabs, (2) A review of what happened to our 

people after the Arab conquest and our forefathers’ advent to Sanjan was discussed together with the 

famous “Sugar in Milk” and also the establishment of the first Atash Behram, Iranshah, on Indian soil, 

(3) The life of our Prophet Zarathushtra, his trials and his successful propagation of the religion 

through the help of the King Gushtaspa, (4) Photos of our Iranshah Atash Behrams, Dar-e-Mehers in 

NA and Iran, and of the Navjote, Navar, and Wedding ceremonies of the Parsis in India and NA. The 

lecture ended by giving a photo tour of the initiation of the brand new NA Dar-e-Meher in Dallas 

ending with a short video of actual Bouy Ceremony with the peals of the bell in its Sanctum 

Sanctorum.  Hand-outs were also given to the students including a concise pamphlet prepared by ZAF 

on Zoroastrian Religion and a few very wonderful books on our Parsi culture.  The Professor J. 

Whitehurst of the class said: “..you showed the students a fine power point presentation and then did 

an excellent job in answering numerous questions the class members asked.” 

We thank Solibhai and Jo Ann for being there to represent us.  We are proud of you! 
 

 

Central Florida Orlando Group Celebrates Navroze on 8/27/2011!   
 

The Central Florida Zoroastrian Group had its annual Navroze Celebration with a Jashan at the new home of Urvazi & Perzid Ichhaporia. 

This is the first time Ichhaporias have hosted such a function and they did an outstanding job in hosting over 90+ people at the Jashan and 

Celebration. 

 

                 
                       Perzid, Dinyar with shawl and Soli                        Children leading Hum Bandagi               Urvazi, Alaisha, Rayan, Perzid Ichhaporia 

mailto:dastur@comcast.net
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                                Enjoying the lunch!                       The whole Orlando Group 90+!         The chow line and early birds! 

Ervad Soli Dastur with the help of his dear wife Jo Ann set the whole Jashan spread with the help of Ichhaporias and Kim and Sarosh 

Mistry. The Jashan was started 16 minutes late (at 11:16 AM) and was well attended by most of the 90+ attendees. After the Jashan, and a 

Hum Bandagi, a presentation of Shawl from ZAF was made to our own Dinyar Mehta for his contribution of bringing real marble tables 

for the ZAF Muktaad Gatha Prayers three years in a row and taking them back; as well as his many generous and always smiling help to 

most of the Central Florida Group functions. 
 

After that, Ervad Soli Dastur showed a presentation of the WZO-India (World Zoroastrian Organization) Gujarat Food Scheme for the 

poor Parsi Gujarat people which he himself witnessed with WZO-India volunteers in the villages of Gujarat for 3 days in last February. He 

also informed the group about the project initiated by ZAF Miami group to help this worthy cause. After his presentation, a hat was passed 

around and almost $1000+ was collected by the group! Well done Orlando Group! 

A very sumptuous Parsi lunch was served after this and all 90+ people attacked it with real Parsi gusto! A very big thank you was 

expressed for the hostess Urvazi who prepared most of the food with the help of Kim and Sarosh Mistry. This was topped by the Parsi 

desserts Urvazi made, especially Parsi Lagan-mu-custard, which was out of this world! 

Thank you Urvazi and Perzid for your kind and generous hospitality and thank you all from Central Florida Group for contributing to the 

worthy cause of WZO-India Food Scheme! 
 

ZATAMBAY Celebrates Navroze on 8/28/2011!  
The ZATAMBAY had its annual Navroze Celebration at the beautiful home of Shiraz & Jal Irani. About 40+ attended this celebration. 

Thanks to the organization of Shiraz and Jo Ann, all ladies brought their favorite dish for the community lunch! 

Ervad Soli Dastur showed a presentation of the WZO-India (World Zoroastrian Organization) Gujarat Food Scheme for the poor Parsi 

Gujarat people which he himself witnessed with WZO-India volunteers in the villages of Gujarat for 3 days in last February. He also 

informed the group about the project initiated by ZAF Miami group to help this worthy cause. After his presentation, a hat was passed 

around and almost $400+ was collected by the group! Well done ZATAMBAY! 

                  
                   ZATAMBAY Group at Navroze!             Children leading Hum Bandagi!                  The group listening to Soli! 

After a Hum Bandagi led by our own children by the whole group, a very sumptuous Parsi smorgasbord lunch was served; prepared by all 

our ladies and some gents! A very heartfelt big thank you was expressed by all to these wonderful cooks! And all attendees dug into it and 

had nothing but good comments for the whole spread! A very big thank you was expressed for the hostess Shiraz and host Jal! 

Thank you Shiraz and Jal for your kind and generous hospitality and thank you all from ZATAMBAY for contributing to the worthy cause 

of WZO-India Food Scheme! 
 

Dear Community, Dr. Darabsha Unwalla, Dustyn Shroff & the ZAF Board 
 

Please accept our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for the pleasant surprise  

of the plaque of recognition so thoughtfully and graciously presented to us at the last Pateti function.   

We are humbled by your gesture and it is our privilege and honor to serve you. 
 

Our best wishes to all 
 

Sincerely,  

Jahanbux & Nancy Daruwala 
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       Z-Club News by Aban Kavasmaneck       
 

Summer has flown by and the Z-Club children are back in school and already involved in numerous activities and projects. 

As usual, our Z-Club has been thriving, and this synergy of learning and bonding has resulted in our children flourishing in their education, 

not only in our Zoroastrian religion and culture, but also in their schools and the world around them. 
 

In June, we met at Anahita and Nash Patel‟s home and the class concentrated on the early beginnings of Zoroastrianism in India. The 

little Z-Club kids participated in the Sanjan story for the first time, while the older children happily recalled what they had learned some 

six years ago. As always, all our precious gems displayed wisdom and inquiry beyond their young age. 
 

On September 3, we celebrated the Besna ceremony of the adorable Unwalla twins, Rainia and Tatiana. Their proud parents Sasha and 

Perry were beaming with pride as they saw our youngest model pupils perform their parts in the ceremony to perfection! The rest of the Z-

Club kids welcomed the opportunity, presented by Nellie and Darabshaw in their home, to witness first-hand and learn about our 

Zoroastrian Besna celebration with avid interest. 

                       
 

Rainia and Tatiana's Besna celebration at the Unwallas in Boca Raton.  

     
The Z Club children & Aban at Besna ceremony, Saturday, September 3, 2011 

 

We also celebrated the darling Deboo twins, Ariana and Anisa‟s 6
th

 birthdays at Jasmin and Rustom‟s home on Saturday, September 3, 

replete with plenty of food, fun, activities and a gorgeous cake.  
 

   
Anisa and Ariana Deboo; HAPPY 6th BIRTHDAY!! 

 

It is truly a joy to see our kids revel in taking pride in our religion, and in being empowered by our rich heritage and unifying brotherhood. 

We acknowledge with thanks your support as a community that enables our children to rise to stardom! 
 

[Our next Z-Club meeting dates and places are posted on pg-12 under Calendar of Events] 
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The Z.A.F. Inc. 

c/o Kersi Munshi, Secretary 

9830 BayLeaf Ct. 

Parkland, FL 33076-4445  
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Calendar of Events 
 

 September-18: All Florida religious Tele-Class, Sunday, 11-12 am, by Ervad Soli 

Dastur.  Dialing details and Power Point Slides will be sent in advance 

of the class. 

 October-2: Z Club, Sunday, at Pauli and Kashmira Bhadha’s house 

 October-16: Z Club, Sunday, at Sam and Lyla Todywala’s house 

 November- 6: Humbandagee (Prayer), Ghambaar Luncheon & ZAF Annual   

General Meeting (AGM), Palace Restaurant, Davie, FL, Sunday, 

starting at 12:30 pm 

 November-13:  Z Club, Sunday, at Katya and Kaizad Hansotia’s house.   

 

 

 

 


