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Good Morning!  
Welcome all to  

Our Fifth All Florida Z Religion Seminar 
Mah Tir (Amardad K), Roj Ashishvangh  1381 YZ (S) 

Mah Adar, Roj Astad 1381 YZ (F) 
Sunday December 11th 2011 11 AM 
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atSrawh atxuh atamuh 
Avesta Script 

Read Right To Left 

Hvarshta              Hukhta            Humata 

   Good                   Good               Good      

   Deeds                 Words           Thoughts 

Let us welcome all FL participants by conference call from Orlando, 
Miami ZAF and all over NA! 

 

This is history making for all of us in FL to conduct a class like this 
with the help of telephone conference call for all NA Humdins and 
hope we continue this type of Z Religious classes in the future for 

the betterment of all! 
 

Thank you all for your Participation, patience and time! 
 

Let us start with the class! 

Roj 25 Ashishvangh  hvawSICa , Maah 4 – Tir rIt , Y.Z. 1381 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Sir Dr. Ervad Jivanji 
Jamshedji Modi -  
Religious Ceremonies 
and Customs of the 
Parsees  
(Bombay, 1922) 
 

Laboriously presented 
by Joseph Peterson in 
his website: 
http://www.avesta.or
g/ritual/rcc.htm 

Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Resources used for this Tele Class 

Unwala – Pav 
Mahel (Gujarati) 
Ceremonies (for 
Udwada Mobeds) 

Pavri – Pav 
Mahel (Gujarati) 
Ceremonies (for 
Navsari Mobeds) 

Marzban Giara – 
Global Directory of 
Zoroastrian Fire 
Temples 

WELCOME TO Homi & Diane Limbuwala's Domain 
Location of all sites that are important to Parsi/ Zoroastrian like, 
Agiyaris, Sanatorium, Halls, Statues, Places of interest, favorite 
Irani Restaurants, etc. on Google Maps and Google Earth 
Software.  
http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi-Atashbehram.htm 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 

Three Grades of the Sacred Fires: 
There are three grades of the Sacred Fire—  

(A) The Sacred Fire of the Atash Behram,  

(B) The Sacred Fire of the Atash Adarian and  

(C) The Sacred Fire of the Atash Dadgah.  

 Different names of Atash Dadgah – Agiyari, Dar-e-Meher, Atashkadeh, Darbe Mehr, Dadgah 

All mean the same thing.  NAMC suggests Atashkadeh 
 

These three have their different rituals of consecration and also different rituals for the daily prayers at 

the five times (gahs) of the day, when they are fed with fresh fuel.  
 

At first, let us discuss the process of consecrating these three grades of the sacred fire.  
 

We will only cover overall basic steps without too much details. 
 

Please note that even in India, new ZPOWs are seldom built and consecrated any more. 

In fact, slowly but steadily, many ZPOWs in India are closed or shifted. 
5 



What is Consecration?: (JJ Modi) 
Webster defines Consecration as: "the act or ceremony of separating 

from a common to a sacred use, or of devoting and dedicating a person 

or thing to the service and worship of God" by certain rites or 

solemnities.  

Consecration does not make a person or thing sacred but declares him 

or it to be sacred, that is devoted to God or to divine service; as the 

consecration of priests among the Israelites; the consecration of the 

vessels used in the temple; the consecration of a bishop. 
 

The Parsees have no consecration of persons, in the sense in which the 

word is used among the Christians, e.g., the consecration of a bishop.  
 

If, by consecration is meant the conferring of a certain qualification upon 

a person to enable him or to entitle him to do a certain religious function 

or rite, they have such a consecration.  

But the principal idea is, that the person seeks consecration by his own 

willing acts rather than any other person conferring the consecration.  
 

So, in the case of a person, the more proper word, from a 

Parsee point of view, is "initiation" than "consecration."  
6 



Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

1. Collection of different fires from different prescribed 

places 

2. Collection & Purification in prescribed number of times 

for each fire in Vendidad  (8.73 – 96) and Rivayats 
 Small pits prepared in the ground or Afarganyus used for the  

             purification process 

3. Consecration of fires in prescribed number of times 
 At each stage, separating a portion of the purified Fire &  

             performing a Yazashne & Vendidad on it 

4. Uniting of all Fires into one 

5. Consecration of the United Sacred Fire 

6. Consecration of the Fire Temple itself 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire 
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No.  The Kind of Fire. Yz. & Vds. Yazata. 

1 Burning corpse 91 Ahura Mazda 

2 Dyer 80 Vohuman 

3 Ruling authority 70 Ardwahisht 

4 Potter 61 Shahrewar 

5 Brick-maker 75 Spandarmad 

6 Ascetic 50 Hordad 

7 Goldsmith 60 Amurdad 

8 Mint 55 Day-pa-Adar 

9 Ironsmith 61 Adar 

10 Armourer 61 Aban 

11 Baker 61 Khwarshed 

12 Brewer 61 Mohor [Mah] 

13 Soldier 35 Tir/Tishtar 

14 Shepherd 33 Gosh [Goshorun] (Drvasp) 

15 Atmospheric Electricity 90 Day-pa-Mihr 

16 

Dastur Mobad, or a layman 
and of friction by flint and 

pieces of wood 184 Mihr 

  

Total Yazashnes & Vendidads 1128 

Atash Behram Consecration - 1. Collection: JJ Modi 

Names of the Yazatas in 

whose honour the three 

recitals of the Yasna 

and Vendidad are said 

for the first three days. 

Burning Corpse: 3 for 

Ahura Mazda + 3 recitals in 

honor of the first 28 

Yazatas from Ohrmazd to 

Zamyad and 2 in honor of 

Mahraspand and Anagran. 

Thus 3 + (28 X 3=) 84 + (2 X 

2=) 4= 91. 
91 times Collection & 
Purification by igniting next 
fire from the previous one. 
91 times separating a portion 
of the Purified fire from above 
step and performing a 
Yazashne and Vendidad on it 
for Consecration Process. 
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Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

2. Purification in prescribed number of times for each fire in 

Vendidad  (8.73 – 96) and Rivayats 
 Initially, small pits prepared in the ground; later on, Afarganyus  

             used for the purification process 

Pits 1 to 91 for the 1st Fire from the 
Burning Corpse. 
Use a Perforated Ladle with powder 
sandalwood about 12 to 15 inches from 
the fire and ignite from 1st Pit and transfer 
to the second and so on for 91 pits. The 
ladle should not touch the fire. The heat 
of the fire from the burning corpse easily 
ignites the fuel on the perforated ladle. 

Later on, it being not practicable in towns 
to have a large open place, where 91 pits 
of the above kind can be provided, the 
pits were replaced by Afarganyus, and the 
process is repeated in Afarganyus.  
The number of censers need not be 91.  
A few as would allow the process to be 
repeated 91 times can do.  
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Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

3. Consecration of fires in prescribed number of times 
The fire, collected and purified as above, is placed in a censer and taken to 

the place where the religious ceremonies for the consecration are to be 

performed.  

Two priests, who have gone through the Barashnom, take a portion of that 

fire, in a separate censer, and recite over it a Yasna and a Vendidad ceremony 

with the Khshnuman of Dadar Ahura Mazda. The fire, over which these 

recitals with their ritual are made, is kept in a separate censer and constantly 

fed. In the meantime the fire collected and purified as above, and out of which 

only a portion was removed on the first day for consecration, is fed and kept 

burning. On the second day, another portion out of it is taken and the Yasna 

and Vendidad ceremonies are performed over it in honour of Ahura Mazda. 

The fire thus consecrated on the second day is mixed up with the fire 

consecrated on the first day and which, as said above, is kept burning in a 

separate censer. The procedure is repeated as many times as prescribed. 

All 16 fires are thus consecrated. 
10 



No.  The Kind of Fire. Yz. & Vds. Yazata. 

1 Burning corpse 91 Ahura Mazda 

2 Dyer 80 Vohuman 

3 Ruling authority 70 Ardwahisht 

4 Potter 61 Shahrewar 

5 Brick-maker 75 Spandarmad 

6 Ascetic 50 Hordad 

7 Goldsmith 60 Amurdad 

8 Mint 55 Day-pa-Adar 

9 Ironsmith 61 Adar 

10 Armourer 61 Aban 

11 Baker 61 Khwarshed 

12 Brewer 61 Mohor [Mah] 

13 Soldier 35 Tir/Tishtar 

14 Shepherd 33 Gosh [Goshorun] (Drvasp) 

15 Atmospheric Electricity 90 Day-pa-Mihr 

16 

Dastur Mobad, or a layman 
and of friction by flint and 

pieces of wood 184 Mihr 

  

Total Yazashnes & Vendidads 1128 

Atash Behram Consecration - 3. Consecration: 

1,128 consecration 

recitals  

One pair of priests 

can recite only 1 

Vendidad/day.  

So, one pair of 

priests would take 

1,128 days, i.e., about 

37 to 38 months.  

But more than one 

pair is employed in 

the consecration 
ceremonies.  

1,128 consecration 

recitals:  

So, the whole ceremony 

takes about a year or 

even less.  11 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

4. Uniting of all 16 Fires into one 

As said above, all the sixteen fires are collected and fed in a 

separate censer.  

So, in all, there are 16 different censers containing the 16 

different fires.  

The final uniting or collection must take place on the first Gatha 

Gahambar Festival day, i.e., on the first of the five intercalary 

days at the end of the year.  

A large censer is prepared for this process. Two Yozdathregar 

priests, i.e., priests with Barashnum and Khub, form a paiwand, 

and, at first, remove, by means of a ladle, the consecrated fire 

prepared from the fire that burnt a corpse, from its censer to this 

large censer. Then, the other fires are carried there and united 

with the first in the consecutive order of their consecration.  
12 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

5. Consecration of the United Sacred Fire 
The censer, containing the fire thus united and formed from the 16 

consecrated fires, is then carried to the Yazashna-gah for final consecration.  

At first, for three consecutive days, two priests recite a Yasna and a Vendidad, 

each day, with the Khshnuman of Sraosha. Then, from Ohrmazd, the 1st day 

of the next month to Anagran, the 30th of the month, 30 Yasnas and 30 

Vendidads are recited, each on one day, in honour of the particular Yazata 

presiding on the particular day.  

Then, on the last day fixed for the final consecration and enthronement of the 

Sacred Fire, another Yasna in honour of Sraosha is recited.  

This completes the ceremony of consecrating the Sacred Fire of Atash 

Behram, the Fire of the first degree. What remains to be done is to place it, or, 

as the Parsee phraseology goes, to enthrone it, on its proper place (dâityô-

gâtu).  
13 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

6. Consecration of the Fire Temple itself 
The Consecration of the Fire chamber (the Sanctum Sanctorum). 
The Sacred Fire being consecrated, the chamber in the Fire-Temple 
where it is to be enthroned must also be consecrated.  
That consecration ceremony lasts for three days.  
It must be performed before the final day of consecration and 
enthronement.  
It consists of the performance for three consecutive days of the Yasna 
and Vendidad ceremonies in honour of Sraosha.  

14 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire 

 On the day fixed, the final consecration-recital of the 

Yasna being said, the Sacred Fire is removed to the 

consecrated chamber with all dignity and solemnity.  

 A procession is formed, headed by the head-priest and 

other priests who have officiated at the various 

ceremonies of the consecration.  

 Some bear swords and some Gurz or maces in their 

hands.  

 The path, which leads from the Yazashna-gah where the 

final consecration of the Sacred Fire took place to the 

consecrated chamber where it is to be enthroned, is 

separated from the adjoining place by pavis to keep it 

undefiled.  
15 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire (contd.) 

 The path itself is divided into several pavis, so that the 

two priests who carry the censer containing the Sacred 

Fire can remain, at each advance, in a separate pavi.  

 The fire is carried to its chamber, placed on a large censer 

standing on a large slab of stone surrounded by a pavi.  

 Then, it is fed with sandalwood and frankincense, and an 

Atash Niyayesh is recited by the Head Dastur or Priest.  

 Then, in the front hall of the Temple, a Jashan ceremony 

is performed, wherein three Afrinagans are generally 

recited. The first is with the Khshnuman of Sraosha, the 

second with that of Dahman and the third again with that 

of Sraosha. Similarly, the Bajs are recited.  

This finishes the ceremony of enthroning the 

Sacred Atash Behram Fire.  16 



Summary of the Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

1. Collection of different fires from different prescribed 

places 

2. Collection & Purification in prescribed number of times 

for each fire in Vendidad  (8.73 – 96) and Rivayats 
 Small pits prepared in the ground or Afarganyus used for the  

             purification process 

3. Consecration of fires in prescribed number of times 
 At each stage, separating a portion of the purified Fire &  

             performing a Yazashne & Vendidad on it 

4. Uniting of all 16 Fires into one 

5. Consecration of the United Sacred Fire 

6. Consecration of the Fire Temple itself 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire 
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Current Status of ZPOWs in India: 
1. The last official Atash Behram was consecrated in 

Mumbai, the Anjuman Atash Behram in Dhobi Talao on 

October 17th 1897. Since then, no other Atash Behram has 

been consecrated and in current times, it is well nigh 

impossible to do so. 

2. A number of Adarians have been consecrated in India and 

Pakistan over the last 2-3 centuries but recently no such 

Adarians have been consecrated 

3. Please note that even in India, new ZPOWs are seldom  

    built and consecrated any more. 

4. In fact, slowly but steadily, many ZPOWs in India are  

    closed or shifted and merged with other ZPOW. 
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Atash Adaran Consecration Steps: 

4 fires are required for Adarians  
 From the Houses of a) Athornans (Priests), b) Ratheshtarans (Military), 

c) Vashtrayoshans (Agriculture), and d) Hutokhshans (Tradesmen) 

 Athornan Fire – from Dastur, Head Priest, Ordinary Priest, Head 

Layman, Donor 

 Ratheshtaran Fire – Governor, Ruling Authority, Collector, Military 

Officer, Police Officer, Chief Judge 

 Vashtrayoshan – Parsi/Hindu Cultivator, Gardener 

 Hutokhshan - goldsmiths, silversmiths, ironsmiths, tinsmiths, dyers, 

coppersmiths, distillers, bakers, potters, tillers, brick-makers, etc. 

The consecration procedures are the same as for the Atash 

Behrams with these 4 fires: 

1. Collection of four fires from above four places 

2. Purification using perforated ladles as explained above 

but only 3 times for each fire 

3. Consecration  - 4 pairs of priests perform Yazashne and 

Vendidad for 2 days in front of the fires 
20 



Atash Adaran Consecration Steps: 

4. Final Consecration of the Sacred Fire  
 On third day, the four fires are united into one by Athornan Fire 

receiving the other three. 

 All Priests unite themselves by Paiwand, combine four fires and pray 

Atash Namaskar Prayer three times. 

 Then 2 Priests of Athornan Fire perform Yazashne and Vendidad on it 

and on fourth day another Yazashne. 

5. The Enthronement of the Sacred Fire 
Same as that for Atash Behram explained above 

 The fire is carried to its chamber, placed on a large censer standing on a 

large slab of stone surrounded by a pavi.  

 Then, it is fed with sandalwood and frankincense, and an Atash Niyayesh 

is recited by the Head Priest joined by other Priests also.  

 Then, in the front hall of the Temple, a Jashan ceremony is performed, 

wherein three Afrinagans are generally recited. The first is with the 

Khshnuman of Sraosha, the second with that of Dahman and the third 

again with that of Sraosha. Similarly, the Bajs are recited.  

This finishes the ceremony of enthroning the Sacred Atash 

Adaran Fire.  21 



Atash Dadgah Consecration Steps: 

1. A new building is constructed usually or a used one is 

reused for this Dadgah in some Diaspora cities 

2. The building is completely cleaned and washed 

3. It is then purified by washing with water three times. 

4. The Consecration Ceremony lasts for four days 
 Yazashne and Vendidad Ceremonies are performed for first 3 days 

 A Yazashne Ceremony is performed on the Fourth Day morning 

5. Finally, a Jashan and Baj ceremony is performed for the 

inauguration and then the same fire from these 

ceremonies is enthroned in the Sanctum Santorum with 

Atash Nyayesh prayer 

6. The last Dadgah inaugurated in NA with the ceremonies of 

Vendidad Recital only, a Baj, and a Jashan was in May 

2011 in Dallas Texas and I was privileged to be one of the 

Mobeds in all the ceremonies performed 
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Atash Dadgah Consecration Steps: 

The last Dadgah inaugurated in NA with the ceremonies of 

Vendidad Recital only, a Baj, and a Jashan was in May 2011 

in Dallas Texas and I was privileged to be one of the Mobeds 

in all the ceremonies performed 
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Vendidad Recital 

Celebration Jashan 

Baj Ceremony Laying of Pavi for Baj Ceremony 

Procession to Sanctum Santorum Enthronement of Atash Dadgah 



Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

1. Collection of different fires from different prescribed 

places 

2. Purification in prescribed number of times for each fire in 

Vendidad  (8.73 – 96) and Rivayats 
 Small pits prepared in the ground or Afarganyus used for the  

             purification process 

3. Consecration of fires in prescribed number of times 
 At each stage, separating a portion of the purified Fire &  

             performing a Yazashne & Vendidad on it 

4. Uniting of all 16 Fires into one 

5. Consecration of the United Sacred Fire 

6. Consecration of the Fire Temple itself 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Marzban Giara – Global Directory of Zoroastrian Fire Temples 
2nd Edition: Decemebr 2002   Rs. 2,000. 
 
“The Research Publication is the first systematic attempt to 
document Zoroastrian Fire Temples with a global perspective. 
It covers 190 places of public worship for Zoroastrians in nine 
countries spread over four continents. It has 190 color plates. 
A vivid historical account of the centers that satisfy the 
religious needs of one of the world’s most microscopic 
communities – the Zoroastrians numbering about 160,000.” 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 
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Anjuman  Atash 
Behram, Dhobi 
Talao, Mumbai 

Foundation stone 
laid on May 23rd, 

1886 
Consecration 

Ceremonies started 
in May 1896 and 

completed in 
October 1897, a 

Total of 1128 
Yazashnes and 

Vendidads! 
The final 

Enthronement of 
the Holy Sacred 

Atash Behram Fire 
was on October 

17th, 1897! 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 



34 

Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 

35 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

Homi & Diane Limbuwala’s Website for ZPOW:  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

Homi & Diane Limbuwala’s Website for ZPOW:  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

37 9 Atash Behrams Worldwide 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

Homi & Diane Limbuwala’s Website for ZPOW:  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

38 Iranshah Atash Behram 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

Homi & Diane Limbuwala’s Website for ZPOW:  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

39 Yazd Atash Behram 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

Homi & Diane Limbuwala’s Website for ZPOW:  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

40 Sharifabad, Iran Atash Behram 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

Homi & Diane Limbuwala’s Website for ZPOW:  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

41 JD Colaba Adarian, Mumbai 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

Homi & Diane Limbuwala’s Website for ZPOW:  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

42 Secundrabad Adarian, India 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 6. ZPOWs in Iran 

Tehran Bhikha Behram Atash Kadeh 
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Sharifabad Atash Behram 

Yazd Atash Behram 

Tehran Shah Behram Shrine 

Tehran Behram Baug Atash Kadeh 

Shiraz Atash Kadeh 

Isfahan Atash Kadeh 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 6. ZPOWs & Pirs in Iran 

Firuzabad Atash Behram Ardeshir Papakan 
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Pir-e-Sati 

Pir-e-Sabz Chak Chak 

Pir-e-Harisht 

Pir-e-Banoo 

Yazd Private Dadgah 

Yazd Kuch-e-Biog 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 6. ZPOWs in Pakistan, Australia 

Karachi Sagdi Dadgah 
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Karachi Behrana Adarian Karachi Wadia Adarian.JPG_s 

Sydney, Australia Dar-e-Meher 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 6. ZPOW in UK 

47 London Dar-e-Meher 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
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2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 
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7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 7. ZPOW in NA 

FEZANA – NA Dar-e-Mehers:  http://www.fezana.org/AssociationsMap/Map.html 49 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 7. ZPOW in NA – The Recent Ones 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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ZAC Inauguration Fareshta Ceremony 

Dallas New Dar-e-Meher 

ZAMWII Washington DC 
New Kamran  

Darbe Meher Under 
Construction 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
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1. Three Grades of ZPOW 
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6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Some Common Sense Requisites Before Going to a ZPOW: 

1. Bodily Purity is a must! And so, take a shower and wear some clean 

clothes. You are presenting yourself to Atash Padshah! 

2. White clothes are always preferred. 

3. Take a piece of sandalwood as your offering if you have it at home. 

4. If you do not need your electronics, leave them at home. 

5. Take your favorite Khordeh Avesta if you have one. 

6. Wear comfortable clothes so you can perform Kusti easily. 



Performing Kusti Prayer 

Preparations Before Prayers: 

1. Untuck the shirt (for men and ladies (?)) from the 

pants/skirt so sadra is out with kusti. 

2. Untie the shoe laces so shoes can be removed 

without touching them. 

3. Unfurl your handkerchief and place it on your 

shoulders. 

4. Remove your glasses, if needed. 

5. Go to the water vessel, use a “kathli” to get some 

water from the vessel, and praying “Khshnaothre 

Ahurahe Mazdaao” wash your face and both 

hands and wipe them with your handkerchief. 



Performing Kusti Prayer 

1. Facing the correct direction (East in the morning, 

West in the evening and facing a light in the 

night) continue your prayers with one Ashem 

Vohu and perform your Kusti Prayers starting 

with “Kem na Mazda” and ending with “Jasa Me 

Awanghe Mazda” prayer. 

2. If kusti is too long, make a knot in the front so it 

does not slide down on your feet. 

3. Buy a piece of sandalwood if you need, light a 

Deevo if you want, leave all your electronics in a 

safe place, and proceed to the main hall and 

Sanctum Sanctorum for your prayers.  



Parsis doing Kusti Prayers at  

the Ava Ardvisur Baanu, Iran 



Parsis doing Kusti Prayers at  

the Damaavand Mountain, Iran 



Three Mobeds performing Kusti Prayers at  

the Dallas Dar-e-Meher before Vendidad Recital 



Inside the Sanctum Santorum 

1. Proceed to the Sanctum Threshold, wait your turn, bow down near it, 

place your sandalwood in the metal tray provided, lower your head on 

the threshold, lift it up, take a pinch of Holy Ash in your right fingers 

and place it on your forehead, pray your short prayer, and leave so 

that others can do the same. 

2. Continue your prayers if you want inside the Sanctum, and when 

done, visit again the threshold as before and leave the Sanctum. 

3. Many insist on carrying their electronics. If you must, make sure they 

are tuned off. The most irritating thing in such holy and sublime 

Sanctum, is to hear someone cell ringing! We all are here to 

communicate with Dadar Ahura Mazda and there is no place for such 

electronics inside! 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 
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Dr. Sir Ervad Jivanji Jamshedji 

Modi’s Travels Outside Mumbai, 

from 12 April 1925 to 5th November 

1925, 208 days, to North Africa, 

Europe, USSR, Iran, Karachi and 

back. 

Written in a Gujarati book in 101 

Letters to the Jam-e-Jamshed 

Newspaper. 

Tremendous insights into things he 

saw and witnessed of our religion, 

society and customs in Iran and 

elsewhere! 

Compared them with Parsi practice. 

Will concentrate on those items only 

from this 502 page tome! 



The Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh,  
Asheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Is this a real Parsi Atash Kadeh? 61 



The Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Asheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Is this a real Parsi Atash Kadeh? 62 



The Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Asheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

The word Absheron consists 
of a few parts. Ab means 
water, shour means salty and 
an is the suffix that makes 
plural in Persian. So, 
Abshouran means "place of 
salty water". 

Is this a real Parsi Atash kadeh? 

Some researchers have 
pointed out ancient origin of 

“Baku” from Old Persian 
“Baga” (“God”). 

They call this place “Surkhani”. The origin 
of this word may have come from “SHO-E-
LE-KHANEH” meaning the house 
(“KHANEH”) of the fire balls (“SHO-E-LE”).  

Azerbaijan means “The Land of 
Fire” in Persian. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_language


The Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Asheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Is this a real Parsi Atash kadeh? 

Natural fires on the shores of 
Caspian Sea in those distant times 
were considered as sacred and 
attracted many believers. A large 
settlement, which arose around 
one of the groups of natural lights, 
gradually grew into a city of Baku. 
M. J. Saint-Martin, French 
orientalist of early XIX century: 
“The city of Baku is regarded by 
Parsis as a holy place due to many 
sources of naphtha with natural 
burning fire and in many places 
worshiping an eternal fire”.  

They call this place “Surkhani”. The origin 
of this word may have come from “SHO-E-
LE-KHANEH” meaning the house 
(“KHANEH”) of the fire balls (“SHO-E-LE”).  

Azerbaijan means “The Land of Fire” 
in Persian. 
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There must be an Aatash Kadeh here in ancient times 
Just because I have proven that this building is not a Parsee Aatash Kadeh does not 
mean that in this city, in ancient times, there were no Aatash Kadehs.  
 

There may be more than one Aatash Kadehs in this city.  
 

In our ancient literary works, there are references of the worship of fire emitting 
directly from earth. One fire has been described which burns without any fuel. This 
is the same fire of the natural gas wells which burns night and day without any fuel.  

Our Aatash “Apaam Naptaar” and the Naphtha of this place 
We all pray at the end of each of the five Geh prayers the following prayer 
remembering various fires.  
 

“Thwaam aatarem Ahura he Mazdaao puthrem ... yazamaide. ... Apaam Naptaarem 
Yazamaide. Nairim Sanghhem yazamaide.”  
Meaning: "We venerate you Aatash, the son of Ahura Mazda. We venerate Apaam 
Naptaar Aatash. We venerate Nairyosangha Aatash."  
 

In this veneration of Aatash, in "Apaam Naptaar" words, the word "Naptaar" 
is the root of the current word Naphtha. This Naphtha flows like 
a liquid and so its Aatash is called "Aap" meaning liquid.  65 



There must be an Aatash Kadeh here! 
 
City of Bagavan, where fires were burning eternally in its 
fire temples is mentioned by Armenian historians as Atshi-
Baguan where Atshi is a corruption of “Atesh” (“fire”), and 
Ateshi-Baguan is “Place of sacred fires” and identified 
Bagavan and Ateshi-Baguan as the ancient name of Baku. 
 

Nezami Ganjevi, the famous 12th century Persian Poet, in 
his poem “Eskandar Nameh” wrote: 
“In that place was a fire built round with stone 
Which the fire-worshipper used to call – “Khudi-soz” 
For it, were a hundred priests (erbadan) of the fire-temple 
with collar of gold.” 

The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 
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There must be an Aatash Kadeh here! 
 

“Khudi-soz” (“Burning itself”) refers to the burning of 
natural oil or gas fires. 
“For it, were a hundred priests (erbadan)” – for so many 
erbads to stand before the sacred fire must be in a very 
large temple. 
 

Such large tiered fire temple with premises able to 
accommodate hundred erbads could be the Baku temple 
tower known as the Maiden’s Tower.  
The line: “In that place was a fire built round with stone”, 
means that a fire was burning itself surrounded by stone  
i. e. round stone walls of the tower. 

The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 
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There must be an Aatash Kadeh at this place in ancient times 
Now there is a minaret here which is called “Kiskale” or Tour de la jeune fille in 
French, meaning Young Girl’s Minaret. There is a local legend, which is doubted by 
many, which states that one father wanted to marry his own daughter. The daughter 
made a deal with her father that: “If you build a tall minaret and when it is 
completed, I will marry you.” When the father completed the minaret, the daughter 
climbed at its top and fell off and committed suicide. Now my guide told me that this 
is not a true story and there was nothing to wonder about it. If the daughter did not 
want to marry her father, there were many ways she could have committed suicide. 
Moreover, this is not a simple minaret. In it there are seven stages or storeys or 
escape routes for the emission of Baku’s Naphtha. I examined the minaret all the way 
to its top. There at the top was a tablet in Farsi with the inscription: “Kooba-a-
Masood bin Daaood”, meaning “House of Daaood’s son, Masood.” Now, some of the 
local people believe that this is a very ancient building, of Sassanian times or even 
older than that. And it was built as a copy of the ancient Babylonian Minarets. And 
about eight hundred years ago, one emperor, Masood, created this tablet to 
commemorate his name. If he himself had built it, he would have mentioned that in 
a foundation stone together with its Hijri (Muslim) date.  

The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

The Maiden Tower 
Atash Kadeh 
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According to my examination, this is an ancient 

Iranian building and it is an Aatash Kadeh. It is not 
a common Aatash Kadeh with its fire 
maintained by burning wood by its priests. 
But it is an Aatash Kadeh fed by the natural 
gases, Naphtha, (apaam Napaat).  
Haft or seven is a very holy number in Zoroastrian 
religion and hence there are seven stories or stages 
in it. At each story, in one corner, there is an escape 
hole for the natural gas Naphtha which when lit 
created a fire ball.  

There must be an Aatash Kadeh here! 
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The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Some Dimensions of this Baku Atash Kadeh Tower 

 

To build a mud-brick high hollow tower, it was 
necessary to take a considerable thickness of the 
walls for the strength and provide a massive 
overhang (buttress). 
Towering fire temple of Sassanian times existed in 
Ardasher-Khwarrah in the province of Pars (now 
Firouzabad): 
 built by Ardeshir I and was located at the center of 

the city and it was a 30 m high and spiral in design.  
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Some Dimensions of this Baku Atash Kadeh Tower 

The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

A closer examination of construction of the tower shows that this is a monumental 
structure, with large wall thickness (5 m at the ground, 4 m at the top) and with 117 
footsteps from the first floor to the upper area of the roof. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Towering fire temple of Sassanian times existed in Ardasher-Khwarrah in the province 
of Pars (now Firouzabad). 
This fire temple was built by shah Ardeshir I and was located at the center of the city 
and it was a 30 m high and spiral in design. This architectural type influenced on 
architecture of Great Mosque of Samarra in Iraq (Fig. 2) 

Towering fire temple of 
Sassanian times built by 
Ardasher Papakan in Ardasher-
Khwarrah in the province of 
Pars (now Firouzabad). 
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The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Some Dimensions of this Baku Atash Kadeh Tower 

Floor niches, apparently, were ritual centers, circular in plan covered 
with flat-spherical dome with a round hole in the center with altar-
niches located on the same vertical. 
This gas standpipe, assembled from identical in shape and size of 
pottery sections led from the ground floor up to seven stone pipes 
installed on top of the tower and the pipe that came up, bringing 
the gas is constantly burning with seven-headed flames, crowning 
temple with bright fiery crown. 

Niche on the 

bottom of the 

Maiden Tower 

Niche on the 

top of the 

Maiden Tower 
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The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Well preserved Fire Altar near Baku Atash Kadeh Tower 

The fact that the “Maiden’s tower” was part 
of the religious complex, confirmed by one 
more ritual structures near the tower. 
In 1964, in front of the “Maiden’s tower”, a 
fifty meters to the west, archaeologists O. 
Ismizade and Jiddi at a depth of four meters 
from the existing ground surface found an 
almost well-preserved altar of fire, which, 
unfortunately, was soon destroyed. 
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The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Well preserved Fire Altar near Baku Atash Kadeh Tower 

The fact that the “Maiden’s tower” was part of the religious complex, 
confirmed by one more ritual structures near the tower. 
In 1964, in front of the “Maiden’s tower”, a fifty meters to the west, 
archaeologists O. Ismizade and Jiddi at a depth of four meters from 
the existing ground surface found analmost well-preserved altar of 
fire, which, unfortun 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ately, was soon dest 
Altar had three-tier  

Altar Fire on 

coin Ardeshir 
Babekan 

Excavated 

Altar and its 

schematic 
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Sharifaabaad – Evolution of Parsi Afargaanyu from Aadosht Slab 

Sharifabad Atash Behram not of the same highest grade as 
Indian Atash Behrams 
The original holy Fire is kept way inside in a small partially 
lit room. Only a designated Mobed and a “Deh Mobed” 
can go inside to keep the fire burning.  
No others are allowed inside. 

A secluded Holy Fire 

Temple and Sharifabad 

Mobeds with a Parsi 

Mobed 
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Sharifaabaad – Evolution of Parsi Afargaanyu from Aadosht Slab 

One particular item drew my attention: a slab to 

start a fire, Aadosht 
Devotees who come to this Atash Behram start 
their own fire on this slab since they cannot see the 
real Holy Fire 
This was the first time in my life I saw Aadosht 
which brought back memories of our ancient 
custom of praying in front of an open Atash Altar as 
we see in some Hakhamanian and Sasanian 
Inscriptions. 
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Sharifaabaad – Evolution of Parsi Afargaanyu from Aadosht Slab 

In our scripture books from here, it is called “Atash no Khan” – place 
for Atash similar to that in our Parsi Yazashne Gaah 
In olden times, a beautiful carved stone in form of our Afarganyu 
was used as Aadosht which became a slab later on and then our 
metal Afargaanyu 

Darius The Great  

522-486 BCE 

At Naqsh-e-Rustom 

Praying in front of 

an Atash Altar with 

a Bow in left hand 

(sign of Royalty) in 

front of Farohar 

The fire is on an 

Aadosht – a slab 
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One of the 

magnificent 

Photo Frames in 

the main hall  

Of Pak Iranshah 

Atash Behram 

Similar to Darius I 

inscription with a 

Bow in left hand, 

praying before an 

Aadosht! 
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Sharifaabaad – Evolution of Parsi Afargaanyu from Aadosht Slab 

In our scripture books from here, it is called “Atash no Khan” – place 
for Atash similar to that in our Parsi Yazashne Gaah 
In olden times, a beautiful carved stone in form of our Afarganyu 
was used as Aadosht which became a slab later on and then our 
metal Afargaanyu 

001 Ardeshir 

Papakan 224-

241 CE 

002 Shapur II  

309-379 CE 

004 Yazdegard III  

632-651 CE 

003 

Nosherwan–e-

Adel  

531-579 CE 
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Chashm-e-Shafa – a new archeological find in Afghanistan 

Fire altars have long been at the 
center of Zoroastrian rituals. At 
Cheshm-e Shafa in northern 
Afghanistan, a French Archaeology 
team has found a large free-standing 
altar enclosed within the remains of a 
massive building dating to at least the 
fourth century B.C. The structure is in 
fact an early fire temple. 
This is the earliest Aadosht Altar 
discovered so far. 

September/October 2011 
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Sharifaabaad – Evolution of Parsi Afargaanyu from Aadosht Slab 

In our scripture books from here, it is called “Atash no Khan” – place 
for Atash similar to that in our Parsi Yazashne Gaah 
In olden times, a beautiful carved stone in form of our Afarganyu 
was used as Aadosht which became a slab later on and then our 
metal Afargaanyu 

From Hakhamanian Aadosht to current 

Parsi Afarganyu 82 



Sharifaabaad – Evolution of Parsi Afargaanyu from Aadosht Slab 

 Our Parsi Afarganyu is not from Iran but adapted 
in India 

 In olden days, Fire was placed on a well polished 
and carved flat surface altar  

 In old Sasanian and Parthian coins, the Atash 
Altars are not Afarganyu but a flat slab like the 
Aadosht in Sharifabad 

 The origin of this Aadosht word is from Pahlavi 
“Aatashto” – Atash plus “staa” = to stand, which 
becomes a throne for Atash 

 Aatashto became Aadosht 
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Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
Many of the Zoroastrian Dastoors (highly-qualified Mobeds) and scholars have written 

books offering guidance to Zoroastrians on how to live a faithful and productive life. 

One of the best of these is Homage Unto Ahura Mazda. This excellent book, in the 

form of daily thoughts, was written meticulously by a great scholar who was the Head 

Dastoor of the Anjuman (Zoroastrian Community) in Karachi, Pakistan, over a long 

period of time until his death, Dastur Dr. M. N. Dhalla.  

The full text of the book is available for free online at 

http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/dhalla/index.htm.  

For those who find themselves lost in our Prayers, not understanding their meanings, 

and are interested in praying in English language related to our Religion, I 

recommend this book with a whole heart. Its wisdom is such that I believe it would be 

inspirational to people of all religious traditions.  

Dasturji explains why he wrote this book in his Autobiography: 

You have received this chapter in a WORD File: 

Dhalla Homage Unto Ahura Mazda Background.doc 

Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 10. Hum Bandagi in English 

http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/dhalla/index.htm
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Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
Christians use the 'Prayer Book' in their churches and recite the prayers contained 

therein composed by different people in comprehensible languages. Together with this 

they use the 'Hymnal' and sing the hymns composed by various musicians to the 

accompaniment of the organ.  

The Rehnumai Mazdayasnan Society had taken the lead to initiate such a reform 

when the learned Ervad Sheriarji Bharucha was delivering his sermons. At first the 

assembly would rise and recite in unison a verse or two from the Avesta and 

thereafter sing the substance of that verse in Gujarati, accompanied by the 

harmonium. There was an uproar from orthodox circles against such prayer set to 

music and this practice was abandoned in time.  

Dasturji explains why he wrote this book in his  

Autobiography, website: www.avesta.org/dhalla/saga.htm 

You have received this chapter in a WORD File: 

Dhalla Homage Unto Ahura Mazda Background.doc 

Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 10. Hum Bandagi in English 
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Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
Later, in all sections of the community, public religious meetings commenced with the 

congregation reciting such devotional prayers. The audience recited passages of the 

Avesta followed by readings of the translation in Gujarati. This custom prevails to the 

present day. However complete a translation may be, it is bound to be drab and dry. 

Devotional songs and hymns that can regale the mind and heart are best suited to 

such congregational gatherings.  

The followers of all the major religions of the world possess devotional literature that 

would suffice to satisfy its devotees. In this respect we are sadly lagging behind 

others. Knowledge and devotion ought to be entwined in religious literature. To the 

sensitive devotee literature that is replete with knowledge but lacking in devotion 

seems insipid, unresponsive and uninspiring. The devout worshipper needs God's 

grace and love in his daily life more than he needs knowledge of God.  

Dasturji explains why he wrote this book in his Autobiography: 

You have received this chapter in a WORD File: 

Dhalla Homage Unto Ahura Mazda Background.doc 

Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 10. Hum Bandagi in English 
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Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
He needs [641] prayers, devotional: songs and benedictions that can bring radiance 

into the darkness of his life and hope to his despairing heart, assuage his wounds, 

wipe away his tears and drown his sorrows. He yearns for songs that can soothe and 

stir the innermost recesses of his being, that can enkindle the flame of divine love in 

his heart so that it bursts into songs in praise of the Almighty. Listening to such prayer, 

he is inspired to lay down his life at the feet of the Master and his spirit takes wings 

and floats in the realms of imagination. They lend joy, sweetness, serenity and 

inspiration to living.  

Dasturji explains why he wrote this book in his  

Autobiography, website: www.avesta.org/dhalla/saga.htm 

You have received this chapter in a WORD File: 

Dhalla Homage Unto Ahura Mazda Background.doc 

Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 10. Hum Bandagi in English 
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Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
During the days of the Zoroastrian Conference, Sir and Lady Hormusji Wadia 

requested me to give five public lectures at Bombay. At the commencement of those 

talks I used to pray a verse from the Avesta and recite its meaning in Gujarati in verse 

form. Thereafter they urged me to compose inspirational benedictory songs in English 

and Gujarati;  

In 1938, on my way back from New York, I began this work on the Atlantic Ocean and 

continued it across the Mediterranean and the Arabian Sea. On reaching Bombay I 

composed quite a few devotional and inspirational prayers in English. [642] Mr. 

Pirojshah Nusserwanji Mehta, a patron of literature and the person who was 

maintaining the model Parsi School at Nasik, published them personally and 

distributed them free of charge, thousands of copies of 'Homage unto Ahura Mazda' 

and later its Gujarati interpretation, 'Ahura Mazda ni Nemaj,'  

Dasturji explains why he wrote this book in his Autobiography: 

You have received this chapter in a WORD File: 

Dhalla Homage Unto Ahura Mazda Background.doc 

Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 10. Hum Bandagi in English 
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Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
On receiving and utilising these, many coreligionists wrote to me stating that, despite 

all their honest efforts, when they had simply failed to have any desire to pray in 

Avesta, which they could not understand, they had turned in despair to Christian 

prayers. But now that they had found Zoroastrian prayers in a comprehensible 

language they had started using them every day.  

 

In this manner my resolution made forty years ago while I was studying at Columbia 

University to compose in Gujarati devotional and benedictory prayers for daily use 

and for congregational purposes is at last being fulfilled by the grace of God.  

 

Dasturji explains why he wrote this book in his  

Autobiography, website: www.avesta.org/dhalla/saga.htm 

You have received this chapter in a WORD File: 

Dhalla Homage Unto Ahura Mazda Background.doc 
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Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
 

May thy Fire burn for ever in my house, Ahura Mazda 
 

Fire in its various manifestations, whether as the fire of the hearth on earth, 

or the fiery substance in the bowels of the earth, or as the genial glow of the 

sun in the azure vault of heaven, or the silvery sheen of the crescent moon in 

the sky, or the flickering brilliancy of the stars in the firmament, or in the form 

of the life-giving energy distributed in the entire creation, is emblematic of 

thee, Ahura Mazda. 

The fire-temple is the symbol in stone of the Mazdayasnian religion and the 

Athravan, the fire priest, feeds the consecrated fire with fresh fuel at every 

watch of the day and night. I shall raise an altar unto thy divine fire burning in 

my heart and make it sanctuary. My own Athravan will I be and I tend the holy 

fire within, O thou, the supremest Athravan. 

An extract from: Homage Unto Ahura Mazda 

Part I(a) Prayer #24 (last page of WORD file) 

http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/dhalla/index.htm.  
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Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
 

May thy Fire burn for ever in my house, Ahura Mazda 

 

When the fire of the hearth in my house calls me to rise on the third part of 

the night, and exhorts me to cleanse my body and bring fuel to the fire that it 

may burn bright, dutifully will I do it and more I will do. With the purity of my 

mind and the cleanliness of my heart, will I burn incense of the good thoughts 

of Vohu Manah and the righteousness of Asha, with the full-hearted devotion 

of Armaiti, on the sacred fire flickering on the altar of my heart and kindle it 

into a blazing flame. May my soul rise upward unto thee, Ahura Mazda, as 

the flame on the altar leaps heavenward. 

An extract from: Homage Unto Ahura Mazda 

Part I(a) Prayer #24 (last page of WORD file) 

http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/dhalla/index.htm.  
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Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
 

May thy Fire burn for ever in my house, Ahura Mazda 

 

Thy face is hid from my sight. But thou hast said to Zarathushtra that 

whosoever, with pious intent, sees thy light, can see thee. I shall then keep 

the portals of my inner temple ajar that thou mayest step in when thou dost 

think me worthy of the vision of the radiance and glory of thy face. As fire 

consumes incense, devotion melts my heart in my adoration for thee and I 

am buoyed up by the hope that through thy fire and in thy fire will I see thee, 

with the eyes of faith, Ahura Mazda. 

An extract from: Homage Unto Ahura Mazda 

Part I(a) Prayer #24 (last page of WORD file) 

http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/dhalla/index.htm.  
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1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giara’s Excellent book – World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details – World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 
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Atash Adarian 
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Jose 

Atash  
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Thank you all for your Participation, patience and time! 
Thank you all who helped me to collect information for this talk! 

And the last but not the least, 
My Dear Wife Jo Ann, 

For 45 years of supporting me in all my crazy endeavors! 

And do not forget our  

Cyber Hamaa Zor Greeting! 
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Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 11. Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 
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Atash  
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Hamaa Zor Greeting 
And let us now perform the Hamaa Zor Greeting 

with our neighbors. 

“Hamaa Zor, Hamaa Asho Bade” 

“Let us be united in Righteousness!” 


