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Good Morning!  
Welcome all to  

Our Fifteenth All NA Z Religion Tele Class 
Mah Bahman (Asfandardmad K), Roj Sarosh 1382 YZ (S) 

Mah Tir, Roj Mohor 1382 YZ (F) 
Sunday June 30th 2013 11 AM 
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atSrawh atxuh atamuh 
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Hvarshta              Hukhta            Humata 

   Good                   Good               Good      

   Deeds                 Words           Thoughts 

Let us welcome participants by conference call from all FL –  
Tampa Bay, Orlando, Miami ZAF and all over NA! 

 

Jo Ann and I are very humbled by your response, patience and 
attendance to these classes conducted with the help of telephone 
conference call for all NA Humdins and hope we continue this type 

of Z Religious classes in the future for the betterment of all! 
 

Thank you all for your Participation, Patience and Time! 
 

Let us start with the class! 

Roj 17 Sarosh  saroS , Maah 11 – Bahman bahman , Y.Z. 1382 
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At the Dallas FEZANA AGM, 5/17/2013, FEZANA UN-NGO Co-Chairmen, Homi 
Gandhi and Behram Pastakia, presented to Jo Ann and Soli a Cyrus Cylinder 

Replica for all the work they are doing for FEZANA especially the Tele Classes.  
 

In the photo, our own ZAF President Furrokh Irani, his wife Khushnam, Jo Ann, 
Soli accepts the replica from the FEZANA President Katayun Kapadia! 

FEZANA UN-NGO awards Cyrus Cylinder Replica to Zoroastrian Floridian! 
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NY MET Entrance with Exhibit Poster, Exhibit Poster in front of the Exhibit Hall, 
Lecture by Dr. John Curtis at 5:30 PM 

Homi Gandhi, FEZANA VP, in front of Exhibit Hall, Dr. John Curtis 
Jo Ann, Zarine Sagar Rasher, Freya Motafram and I were lucky to be there! 

Cyrus Cylinder arrives in NY Metropolitan Museum, Thursday June 20, 2013! 
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At the SSZ Conference ZAC Chicago 

Saturday November 12th 2011 

 Requested to present some 

episodes from the 101 Travel Letters 

of Dr. Ervad Jivanji Jamshedji Modi 

 I have used some of this material 

from this presentation today 5 



My Travels Outside Mumbai 

101 Letters of my Travels Through Europe and Iran 

Author: 

Dr. Jivanji Jamshedji Modi, B. A., Ph. D., C. I. E. 

Mumbai 

Jame Jamshed Printing Works, Fort Mumbai 

Printed By  

Mr. Maneckji Navroji Printer 

Published By 

Shams-ul-Ulama Dr. Jivanji Jamshedji Modi 

Coover Villa, Colaba, Mumbai 

1926 A.D. 

The Book in Gujarati of 101 Letters, 502 pages 
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Preface       

Sir Modi Photo in Colaba 
Agiyari 

He wrote his experiences in 101 letters 
to the Jame Jamshed which appeared in 
it over a year. Side by side, he also 
started his work on this book and finally 
completed it on May 16th 1926 and 
printed 500 copies of its first edition.  
Tremendous insights into things 

he saw and witnessed of our 

religion, society and customs in 

Iran Compared them with Parsi 

practice. 

Will discuss some of these items  

from this 502 page tome! 
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Zoroastrian Subjects I  

Covered in the last Tele Class 

Agenda: 
1. Multi-story Atash Kadehs of old 

2. Evolution of our Afargaanyu 

3. Significance of striking bells in Boi 
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Zoroastrian Subjects II 

Agenda for this Tele Class: 
1. Significance of Sukhad/Kaathi for Atash 

Padshah 

2. Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our 

foreheads 

3. Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman,    

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 

4.  Zarathushtra’s Birth Place 

5. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 

6.  Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

7.  Acknowledgements 9 
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Six Creations of Dadar Ahura Mazda and Fire 

1. Significance of Sukhad/Kaathi  

for Atash Padshah 

11 

 Ahura Mazda created this world in six seasons during a year 
 Gahambar Afrin prayer describes these 6 creations with their timings 
 Fire is NOT one of the Creations 
 The six Gahambars are: 

Gahambar Name Seasonal 
Meaning 

Creation 

Maidhyozarem  Midspring Heavens 

Maidhyoshem Mid-Summer  Waters 

Paitishhayem  Harvest Time  Earth 

Ayaathrem  Cattle Breeding 
Season  

Vegetation 

Maidhyaarem  Mid-Winter  Animals 

Hamaspathmaedaem  Vernal Equinox  Humans 



Discovery of Fire by Humans 

12 
 The control of fire by early humans was a turning point in the cultural aspect of human 

evolution that allowed humans to cook food and obtain warmth and protection.  
 Making fire also allowed the expansion of human activity into the dark and colder hours of 

the night, and provided protection from predators and insects. 

Fire by rubbing flints An invention of Early Stone Age Hearth Fire 

Fire used for cooking, heating Earth Ovens for cooking, etc. Control of Hearth Fire by stones 



Firdowsi’s Shahnameh:  How fire was discovered? 

Discovery of Fire story in our literature 

13 

 Legends have it that King Hoshang, the 
second king of the mythological 

Peshdaadian dynasty, was once  

climbing a mountain when all of a sudden 
he saw a snake and wanted to hit it with a 
stone.  

 When he threw the stone, it fell on another 
stone and since they were both flint 
stones, fire broke out and the snake 
escaped.  

 This way he discovered how to light a fire. 
 Hoshang cheered up and praised Ahura 

Mazda who revealed to him the secret of 
lighting a fire.  

 Then he announced: "This is a light from 
God. So we must admire it." 



  1. Peshdaadian – start of Iranian Race 
(~9000 BC??) 

 Hoshang = “possessing intellect” 
 discovery of fire 

• Jashan-e-Sadeh Holiday 
celebrated still today 

14 



Jashan-e-Sadeh – Annual Celebration on 30th January 

 King Hoshang is credited to start the annual celebration of Sadeh festival. 
 Sadeh is an ancient Iranian tradition celebrated 50 days before Nawrooz.  
 Sadeh in Persian means "hundred" and refers to one hundred days and nights left to the 

beginning of the new year celebrated at the first day of spring on March 21 each year.  
 Sadeh is a mid winter festival that was celebrated with grandeur and magnificence in 

ancient Iran, a festivity to honor fire and to defeat the forces of darkness, frost, and cold. 
 During ancient times, Jashan-e-Sadeh was celebrated by lighting fire.  

15 



Jashan-e-Sadeh – Annual Celebration on 30th January 

 During ancient times, Jashan-e-Sadeh was celebrated by lighting fire.  
 For Zoroastrians the chief preparation for Sadeh is the gathering of wood the day before 

the festival. 
 The fire was kept burning all night. The day after, women would go to the fire in the 

morning, each taking a small portion of the fire back to their homes to make new glowing 
fire from the "blessed fire" of the temple.  

16 



Jashan-e-Sadeh – Annual Celebration on 30th January 

 There are gatherings and celebrations even outside the country on 30th of January each 
year.  

 People will gather and pray, and then they will hold each other's hands, form a circle, and 
dance around the fire. 

 Every year, on 30th of January, thousands of Zoroastrians in Iran and other countries 
celebrate the religious feast of Jashan-e-Sadeh by burning firewood in an open space to 
signify the coming of spring and as a symbolic token of the eternal fight against darkness. 
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Evolution of Dadgah – Hearth Fire in Homes 

18 

 Fire needed for cooking, heating 

 To be protected from rain and wind 

 Enclosures built for the continuous burning 

 Needed to keep it burning all the time for convenience 



Evolution of Dadgah – Hearth Fire in Homes 

19 

Roman Vestal 

Virgins, priestesses 

of Vesta, Goddess 

of the Hearth! 

People assigned to take care of the 

fire by feeding it wood, etc. at a 

central place in the village/town 

Assigned people 

responsible to feed 

fire at selected 

intervals (5 Gehs?!) 

Local families 

took a portion 

of this fire in 

their home as 

Dadgah 

(hearth fire) for 

heating and 

cooking 
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Formal Atash 

Kadehs built 

during the 

later 

Achaemenian 

times – 400 

BC or later. 

Evolution of Structured Atashkadeh Buildings 

King Jamshid, 

according to 

Shahnameh, 

divided society in 4 

segments – 

Athornans (priests), 

Ratheshtars 

(Warriors), 

Vashtrayosh 

(farmers), Hutox 

(businessmen) 

Athornans were 

then responsible 

for keeping the 

fire burning 

 There were no 

structured 

buildings like 

Atash Kadehs 

in olden times 

 Fires were 

started in 

open for 

prayers on a 

pedestal – 

Aadosht slab 

– covered in 

the last Tele 

Class 
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Zarathushtra Arrives at the Court of Gushtaspa! 

Adar Burzin Fire in his hand! 
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In our scriptures, Fire is given the highest praise! 
In Atash Nyayesh, we pray:  
“Aatarsh Ahurahe Mazdaao Puthra” 
“Atash, the son of Ahura Mazda!” 
 

Zarathushtra in his Gathas praises Atash as the 
greatest gift of Ahura Mazda. 
 

Our scriptures mention that when Zarathushtra 
arrived at the Court of Gushtaspa, he was holding 
the Adar Burzin Fire in his right hand and  
a sapling of Cypress tree with a message inscribed 
on each leaf:  

“Gushtaspa!  
Accept Zarathushtra’s Religion!” 
 

Atash is present in all our ceremonies and a Mobed 
continuously tends it by offering dry and fragrant 
sandal wood and Loban. 
 

So when a devotee visits a Fire Temple, he/she 
brings dry sandal wood or kaathi as an offering to 
the Padshah Saheb.  

 22 Adar Burzin Fire in his hand! 



 The Atashkadeh fires are regarded by devotees as sacred and treated with 

great respect. As a present Devotees bring to Atash Padshah food in form 

of fragrant sandal wood and Loban/agar. 

 In fact, in Atash Nyayesh prayer, the Atash itself wants to see if his friend 

brought any fragrant wood (Hadhaa Naepata) for him. 

 This gave rise to home grown shops selling sandal wood, topis, other items 

for devotees. 

1. Significance of Sukhad/Kaathi  

for Atash Padshah 

23 



1. Significance of Sukhad/Kaathi for Atash Padshah 

24 

(8) Vispanām para-charentām,  

Ātarsh zasta ā-didhaya,  

Chim hakha hashe baraiti,  

fracharethwāo armaeshāidhe.  

(8)   The Fire looks at the hands of all 

comers and says:  

What does the walking friend bring to 

the sitting friend 

(9) Āat yezi-she aem baraiti,  

aesmem vā ashaya baretem,   

baresma vā ashaya frastaretem,  

urvarām vā hadhānepatām,  

ā he paschaeta frinaiti,   

Ātarsh Mazdāo Ahurahe,  

khshnuto atbishto hakhdhanghum. 

(9)   But if any person brings unto that fire 

either fuel religiously, with sincere heart,  

or Baresman spread,  

or the fragrant plant called Hadhānaepata,  

unto that offerer, sanctimoniously,  

then the Fire of Ahura Mazda being pleased, 

revered and satisfied gives a blessing as 

follows.  

Atash Nyayesh Prayer - English Translation by Kangaji 



This in the end is the reason for us to take dry sandal wood 

or kaathi to Atash Padshah as an offering! 

1. Significance of Sukhad/Kaathi for Atash Padshah 
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(10) Upa thwā hakhshoit geush 

vānthwa,  

Upa viranām pourutās.  

Upa-thwā verezvatcha mano, 

verezvaticha hakhshoit anguha. 

Urvākhshanguha gaya jigaesha, 

tāo khshapano yāo jvāhi.  

Imat Āthro āfrivanem,  

yo ahmāi aesmem baraiti hikush, 

raochas-pairishtā ashahe bereja 

yaozhdātām. 

(10)  Unto thy family may the flock of cattle 

increase !  

Unto thee may there be an increase of 

heroic men !  

May thou have an active mind !  

May thy life be active !  

  

Mayest thou live a joyous life, those nights 

that thou livest !  

  

This is the blessing of the Fire for him who 

brings to that fire dry fuel, examined in the 

light and purified with the blessings of 

righteousness. 

Atash Nyayesh Prayer - English Translation by Kangaji 

Also Vendidad 18.26-27 



Zoroastrian Subjects II 

Agenda for this Tele Class: 
1. Significance of Sukhad/Kaathi for Atash Padshah 

2. Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) 

on our foreheads 
3. Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman,    

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 

4.  Zarathushtra’s Birth Place 

5. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 

6.  Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

7.  Acknowledgements 
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Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 

 Rakhiyaa is a Parsi Gujarati word for Raakh in Gujarati = Ash 

 At the Atash Behram, Adarian or Agiyari, after entering the Kebla 

(Sanctum), we offer our Sukhad to the attending Mobed who then places it 

on the Atash Padshah, takes the Chamach (ladle) with Rakhiyaa in it and 

offers us and we take a pinch of it by right hand and place it on our 

forehead. 27 



Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 

 Usually, the Mobed may not be at the Kebla, and so we place our Sukhad 

in the Khumchi, bow down and place our forehead on the threshold as a 

sign of respect to the Atash Padshah, make a short prayer or wish, and 

take a pinch of ash from the Chamach that is already there, place it on our 

forehead and leave with respect facing the Atash Padshah. 

 Many Mobeds and knowledgeable Behdins spread a clean handkerchief on 

the threshold and then bow and touch forehead on the handkerchief so as 

not to defile the threshold with our lips or face. 

What is the significance of this ritual? 28 



Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 

What is the significance of this ritual? 
 Atash has an amazing ability to turn to ashes all offered wood/Sukhad! 

 So, Rakhiyaa is a natural by-product from Atash Padshah. 

 In all our higher inner liturgies, we have to have Aalaat consisting of: consecrated 

Nirang, Atash Behram Ash, and a consecrated Varasyaaji’s hair tied to a ring. 

 In all our ceremonies, Atash is always present. 

 Thus Ash from an Atash Behram fire is regarded very sacred in our religious 

ceremonies. 29 

Atash present in all our Ceremonies: Yazashne, Vendidad, Baaj, Boi, Satum 

Atash present in all our Ceremonies: Navjote, Wedding, Fareshta, Jashan, Muktad 



Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 
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What is the significance of this ritual? 
 As always, I approached our learned Dasturjis and Scholars in Mumbai and Tehran 

to see if they can shed some light on this ritual. 

 I asked them the following: 

  When we visit an Atash Behram/Agiyari, after offering Sukhad to the Atash 

 Padshah, we take a pinch of Rakhiyaa from the Chamach and affix it to our 

 fore head. 

  We do the same after putting Loban after a Jashan, and other ceremonies. 

  I know that Ash is one of the important ingredients in our Alat and the original 

 one came from the Atash Behram of Khorassan for enthronement of Iranshah 

 Atash Behram. 

   1. How old is this custom in our religion? 

  2. Was it practiced in ancient times in Iran? 

  3. Or we started it after we arrived in India? 

   4. To Dasturji Mobed Mehraban Firouzgary: do we have a similar 

   custom of Rakhiyaa in Iran? 

      

Hindus and Buddhists also have a similar custom with ashes. 

There is a parallel custom of affixing ashes in shape of a cross on the fore heads by 

Christians on Ash Wednesday to signify the 40 days of fasting by Jesus Christ in the 

desert. Any relation to this. 



Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 
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What is the significance of this ritual? 
 As always, I approached our learned Dasturjis and Scholars in Mumbai and Tehran 

to see if they can shed some light on this ritual. 

 I asked them the following: 

  Ervad Ramiyar Karanjia, Principal, Dadar Athornan Institute: 

  1. How old is this custom in our religion? 
 - I have no idea. In Vendidad there is an injunction to mix ash with gaomez for 
 cleansing. I do not recollect any reference to application of Rakhya.   
 2. Was it practiced in ancient times in Iran? 

 - I highly doubt it. 

 3. Or we started it after we arrived in India? 

 - Most probably 

  4. To Dasturji Mobed Mehraban Firouzgary: do we have a similar  

  custom of Rakhiyaa in Iran? 

      

Hindus and Buddhists also have a similar custom with ashes. 

There is a parallel custom of affixing ashes in shape of a cross on the fore heads by 

Christians on Ash Wednesday to signify the 40 days of fasting by Jesus Christ in the 

desert. Any relation to this. 



What is the significance of this ritual? 
  4. To Dasturji Mobed Mehraban Firouzgary:  

  do we have a similar custom of Rakhiyaa in Iran? 

 His answer: 

 As regards my personal opinion , based upon my life long observation on the 

 Subject matter, in that  

 - the practice of applying the Rakhiyaa to the forehead is not prevalent in Iran 

 (Merely limited to Irani Zs who have lived in India or the local Priests who rush 

 with the Offering to visiting Parsee tourists, from abroad, with known 

 intentions)  

 - I believe that the Subject Practice is influenced by the age old custom of the 

 Indians in applying assorted powdery ingredients to their fore head, 

 something that has it's own cultural back ground and is not limited to ashes 

 from sacred Fires. 
 

 In our parts of the world, and could have been in old Jerusalem as well, 

 slaves would rub their foreheads over the dust left behind by the footsteps of 

 their master to the extent that the dust would stick all over their forehead and 

 into their hairs.  

In my opinion applying ashes to the fore head could signify our recognition of 

it's source, the Holy Fire, as a representation of God Himself.       

Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 

32 



Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 

Hindu Custom of Tilak and Bindi 
 The Tilak invokes a feeling of sanctity in the wearer.  
 It is recognized as a religious mark.  
 Its form and colour vary according to one's caste, religious 

sect or the form of the Lord worshipped.  
 Religious marks are worn by men and women with ashes, 

clay, kumkum (Powdered red turmeric) or sandalwood 
powder.  

 It is a visible sign of a person as belonging to Hindu culture. 
 In earlier times, The Brahmin (priests) applied a white 

chandan mark signifying purity.  
 The Kshatriya (warriors) applied a red kumkum mark.  
 The Vaishya (merchants) wore a yellow kesar/turmeric mark.  
 The Sudra (laborers, artisans, servants) applied a black 

bhasma, kasturi or charcoal mark. 

33 

Since there was no clear cut answer to our quest, and since we have been in 

close contacts with Jews, Christians and then Hindus in India, I investigated if 

there were any explanations of this custom in these religions: 



Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 

Hindu Custom of Tilak and Bindi 
 Saivites (Lord Shiva worshippers) typically use ashes (called 

Vibhuti) and draw their tilaks as three horizontal lines    
       (tripundra).  
 Vibhuti  means glory and it is also called bhasma (that by 

which our sins are destroyed and the Lord is remembered ).  
 The holy ash is worn with adoration and respect.  
 The holy Ash has lots of spiritual meaning.  
 Vibhuti is so named because it endows one with prosperity. 
 Ash is the substance that results when things are completely 

burnt off.  
 In natural terms it is a final state.  
 It is also known as Bhasma because it burns away all sins.  
 This ash is the ultimate reality and cannot be changed any 

more.  
 By applying this as a symbol of Divinity, we prepare ourselves 

to give up all desires, burn our attachments and temptations 
and make ourselves pure, holy and sacred, for liberation.  34 



Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 

Hindu Custom of Tilak and Bindi 
 Traditionally Bindi is red in colour. 
 'Bindi' is derived from the Sanskrit word 'bindu' or a drop, and 

suggests the mystic third eye of a person. 
 It is applied as an ornamental mark on the forehead between 

the two eyebrows — a spot considered a major nerve point in 
human body since ancient times.  

 The bindi is believed to prevent the loss of "energy", as well as 
bringing spiritual protection against demons or bad luck. 

 The red 'kumkum' between the eyebrows is said to retain 
energy in the human body and control the various levels of 
concentration.  

 It is also the central point of the base of the creation itself — 
symbolizing auspiciousness and good fortune.  

35 
Parsi Custom of putting Red Tilo on Forehead must have 

come from Hindu Custom! 



Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 

Christian Practice on Ash 

Wednesday 
 Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent in the 

Western Christian calendar.  
 According to the canonical gospels of Matthew, 

Mark and Luke, Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the 
desert, where he endured temptation by Satan.  

 Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of this 40-day 
liturgical period of prayer and fasting or abstinence.  

 Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice 
of placing ashes on the foreheads of adherents as a 
celebration and reminder of human mortality, and 
as a sign of mourning and repentance to God. The 
ashes used are typically gathered from the burning 
of the palms from the previous year's Palm Sunday. 

36 

Ashes sprinkled on the top 
of the head 1881 Polish 

painting 



Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our foreheads 

Christian Practice on Ash 

Wednesday 
 At services on this day, ashes are imposed on the 

foreheads of the faithful.  
 The minister marks the forehead of each participant 

with black ashes in the sign of the cross, which the 
worshipper traditionally retains until it wears off.  

 The act echoes the ancient Near Eastern tradition of 
throwing ashes over one's head to signify 
repentance before God.  

 The minister says one or both of the following when 
applying the ashes: 

   Remember that thou art dust, and to dust thou 
shalt return. —Genesis 3:19 

   Repent, and believe the Gospel. —Mark 1:15 

37 

Ashes sprinkled on the top 
of the head 1881 Polish 

painting 



Custom of “Loban Mukwaanu” 

What is the significance of this ritual? 
 We also apply Rakhiyaa to our foreheads after the 

completion of an outer liturgy like Afargaan, Farokhshi, 

Jashan, Satum. 

 This is usually called in Parsi Gujarati as: “Loban 

Mukwaanu” (to place Loban on Atash) 

 After the ceremony, one by one, devotees come to the 

Atash on Afarganyu, take a pinch of Loban and praying, 

place it on Atash. 

 Usually, we wish that the departed souls rest in Garo 

Demana (The House of Songs)! 

 After this, we place Rakhiyaa on our forehead. 

 Lately, to my utter amazement, some old ladies do not 

place Loban but they all take some rice in their hands and 

after the completion of the Jashan, spray the rice on 

Atash, as if they are taking “Owaarnaa”! 

 I have never witnessed this until I came to Florida! 

 “Loban Mukwaanu” may be performed after any of the 

above ceremonies, any time they are performed. There 

are no restrictions. 

38 



Principle, Surat orphanage 

Principle, MF Cama Athornan Institute, 

1946 – 1949 

Wadiaji Atash Behram Dasturji,  

1949 – till death 

The most humble, knowledgeable, kind 

Dasturji of my lifetime! 

Significance of placing Rakhiyaa 
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Dasturji Khurshed Dabu –  

Altar Service at Zoroastrian Fire 

Temples 

 Some Thoughts while Taking 

Rakhiyaa     (Translated by me from Gujarati) 

1. Humility - In spite of all my pride, 

arrogance and smugness, in the end 

this body of mine – for which I worry a 

lot and spent so much time and expense 

– will become eventually a handful of 

dust. All the beauty and strength of this 

body will disappear and so relinquishing 

all attachments to it, I with deep humility 

accept that I am like dust and I 

surrender to God’s protection. 
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Dasturji Khurshed Dabu –  

Altar Service at Zoroastrian Fire 

Temples 

 Some Thoughts while Taking 

Rakhiyaa     (Translated by me from Gujarati) 

2. Loyalty – This Rakhiyaa is a small dust 

particle of the angelic throne of the Atash 

Padshah. I am a humble servant of that 

angel. Hence, by placing the Rakhiyaa on 

my forehead, I agree to show my loyalty to 

this angel. And agreeing to accept the 

leadership of my internal fire, I shall remain 

a loyal subject to this angel. 

Dasturji Dabu’s Book in Gujarati 

Significance of placing Rakhiyaa 



Principle, Surat orphanage 

Principle, MF Cama Athornan Institute, 

1946 – 1949 

Wadiaji Atash Behram Dasturji,  

1949 – till death 

The most humble, knowledgeable, kind 

Dasturji of my lifetime! 
41 

Dasturji Khurshed Dabu –  

Altar Service at Zoroastrian Fire 

Temples 

 Some Thoughts while Taking 

Rakhiyaa     (Translated by me from Gujarati) 

3. Brotherhood – On this Afarganyu, the 

gift of rich or poor, nobleman or a common 

person is accepted equally and is 

converted into ashes without exception. 

After destroying all gradations of all its 

worshippers, this Atash Padshah becomes 

a place for the brotherhood of all its 

worshippers. I for one will love all of them 

without any prejudices. 

Significance of placing Rakhiyaa 
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Some Thoughts while Taking 

Rakhiyaa    (Translated by me from Gujarati) 

4. Transmutation and Retribution – Just 

as a piece of sandal wood of five or fifty 

rupees keeps the Atash Padshah 

resplendent by burning into a single flame, 

in the same way all its worshippers will 

receive good retribution due to their 

contribution of whatever magnitude to 

Atash Padshah. You Atash Padshah will 

accept all my thoughts, words and deeds 

(good and bad) and will burn them all into 

ashes and finally I will receive retribution 

from these ashes for all my good deeds of 

my life. 

Significance of placing Rakhiyaa 

Dasturji Dabu’s Book in Gujarati 



Principle, Surat orphanage 

Principle, MF Cama Athornan Institute, 

1946 – 1949 

Wadiaji Atash Behram Dasturji,  

1949 – till death 

The most humble, knowledgeable, kind 

Dasturji of my lifetime! 43 

Dasturji Khurshed Dabu –  

Altar Service at Zoroastrian Fire 

Temples 

 Some Thoughts while Taking 

Rakhiyaa     (Translated by me from Gujarati) 

5. Obedience – Our soul has to follow the 

rule of give and take – in the end God is the 

lord – He fashions our lives – and He 

shows us all, the true path according to His 

rule. Just as I bow to Atash Padshah after 

placing this Rakhiyaa on my forehead, the 

same way I will live my entire life by being 

obedient to Your Guidance. 

Significance of placing Rakhiyaa 



Principle, Surat orphanage 

Principle, MF Cama Athornan Institute, 

1946 – 1949 

Wadiaji Atash Behram Dasturji,  

1949 – till death 

The most humble, knowledgeable, kind 

Dasturji of my lifetime! 
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Dasturji Khurshed Dabu –  

Altar Service at Zoroastrian Fire 

Temples 

 Some Thoughts while Taking 

Rakhiyaa     (Translated by me from Gujarati) 

6. Refinement, Influence – Just like a 

needle becomes magnetic after being 

rubbed to the magnet, the same way this 

Rakhiyaa coming from your Resplendent 

Aura is a holy Talisman. Hence, with the 

holy flow from this Rakhiyaa may my body 

receive Refinement and Influence from it 

and may I become resplendent like your 

Aura. 

Significance of placing Rakhiyaa 

Dasturji says it all! 
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Stars have fascinated humans for ages; some have 

worshipped it, others have studied it.  

Astron in Greek language means Star and Astronomy 

is the science of the heavenly bodies. 

In Ancient Iran the study of stars and planets and its 

effect on humans had been a subject of research and 

they made good use of the knowledge they gained 

from such research (ASTRONOMY IN ANCIENT 

IRAN - Fariborz Rahnamoon). 

According to the first century BCE Roman historian 

Trogus Pompeius, Zoroaster was the founder of the 

magian science and knowledge of the stars. 

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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While there is a Zoroastrian tradition in astrology, 

Zoroastrians do not see Zarathushtra as an 

astrologer. Rather, they see Zarathushtra as a wise 

person who developed an integrated understanding of 

theology, philosophy, ethics, the sciences (including 

astronomy), health and order – in other words, active, 

meaningful, holistic, ethical, lawful living. 

A few Zoroastrians texts do speak of Zarathushtra as 

an astronomer and someone who built an 

astronomical observatory.  

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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One of the primary purposes of the observatory was 

to measure time, maintain a very precise calendar 

and predict the seasons and accompanying weather 

changes – in other words, applied astronomy.  

The calendar was used to make preparations for 

planting and harvesting crops;  

the time for taking animals to pasture or on pastoral 

circuits, and  

even the starting and ending of the caravan season 

for trading and travel journeys along the Silk Roads. 

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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The Zoroastrian year started with the spring equinox 

(commonly March 21). The resulting calendar was 

very accurate.  

Some writers state that this system of starting the 

year on the equinox produced an automatically self-

adjusting calendar that did not need to rely on 

specified intercalary (leap) days but which were 

inserted automatically.  

Today one of the important unification tools of world 

communication, trade and commerce is the use of the 

Prime Meridian at Greenwich and International Date 

Line.  

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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 This notion of having a Date Line is an Iranian one and the ancient 

Greenwich was located in Sistan in Iran and called NIMROUZ meaning Half 

Day or Noon.  

 An Observatory was built and called the Nimrouz Observatory.  

 Prime Meridian was established at its Longitude. 

 In present measurements, Sistan is at: Lat. 33.5 degs. N, Long. 62 degs. E.  

 The choice of the location was based on the information that beyond 67 

degrees North there was no civilization and so they took the halfway point 

at 33.5.  

 On the other hand considering from East to West, Sistan was in the center 

of the ancient civilization; 

 Thus when it was Noon (NimRouz) in Sistan all the countries of the Ancient 

Civilization had sunshine, in the Eastern most corner there would be sunset 

and the Western most corner it would be dawn.  

 Many scholars attribute the NIMROUZ observatory to Zarathushtra.  

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 

50 



Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, our Prophet, 

Mathematician, Astronomer 

51 

Sketch of Zarathushtra’s Observatory in Sistan, Iran 



Lake Urmia Region, Zarathushtra’s Birth Place, Balkh, Bactria, the Court of King Vishtaaspa, 

and Zarathushtra’s Observatory. 

Lake Urmiya, 
Azerbaijan, 

Iran 

Balkh, 
Bactria, 

Afghanistan 
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Zarathushtra’s 
Observatory, 

Sistan v 
Baluchestan, 

Iran 



Zarathushtra’s Observatory, Sistan v Baluchestan, Iran Lat. 33.5 N, Long. 62 E 
This Meridian was called NIMROUZ – Half Day or Noon  
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Zarathushtra’s Observatory, Sistan v 
Baluchestan, Iran 

Lat. 33.5 N, Long. 62 E 
This Meridian was called NIMROUZ – 

Half Day or Noon  

Sistan Long. 62 E 12 noon 

When Sun is on the Sistan Long. 62 E 
at 12 noon, the whole known world 
at the time of Zarathushtra was in 

Sunshine from East to West.  

Zarathushtra’s Observatory 



 The priests of Zoroastrianism were known to the Greeks as the magi (singular: magus).  
 Plato (429–347 BCE) calls Zarathushtra the founder of the doctrine of the Magi.  
 According to one of Plato's disciples, Hermodorus, Zarathushtra was a ‘Persian’ and the 

first Magian.  
 The head of the magi is sometimes referred to as the arch-magus.  
 Zoroastrians call the position of arch-magus, Mobed-e Mobedan.  
 According to the Zoroastrian text the Jamasp Namah (the Book of Jamaspa), as well as 

Western sources, Zarathushtra was the first Mobed-e Mobedan and upon his passing 
away, that office was inherited by a noted contemporary, Jamaspa.  

 In Zoroastrian literature, it is Jamaspa (and not Zarathushtra) who figures prominently as 
an astrologer. 

 Jamaspa was a contemporary of Zarathushtra. He was the prime minister of 
Zarathushtra’s patron king Vishtaspa (later known as Gushtaspa) and an early supporter 
and disciple of Zarathushtra. Jamaspa was renowned for his learning, immense store of 
knowledge and wisdom. 

 According to Zoroastrian old texts, after King Vishtaspa accepted Zarathushtra’s religion as 
the Court Religion, Zarathushtra prayed to Ahura Mazda and conferred a precious gift to 
Gushtaspa, Jamaspa, Gushtaspa’s son Asfandiyar, and Peshotan. 

 He gave Jamaspa flowers to smell which gave him ability to see the future and predict 
events. 

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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NOW ROOZ 3751 – Fariborz Rahnamoon 
http://ahura.homestead.com/NOW-ROOZ-3751.html 
 

This year, we are entering the 3751st year since Zarathushtra 
celebrated the vernal equinox with King Gushtaspa of Balkh.  

Thirteen years later, Zarathushtra was in his planetarium near Lake 
Hamoun in Sistan when his calculations revealed that the vernal 
equinox of 1725 BCE would coincide with sunrise in Sistan in the 
kingdom of Balkh.  

 In other words the new year (equinox) and the new day (sunrise) 
would start at the same time. He named that New Year - New Day - 
NOW ROOZ.  

Thereafter any year that the sunrise coincided with the equinox in 
Greater Persia it was called Now Rooz.  

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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NOW ROOZ 3751 – Fariborz Rahnamoon 

http://ahura.homestead.com/NOW-ROOZ-3751.html 
 

 One such event was recorded at Persepolis in 487 BCE. Persian scholars had pre-
calculated and King Daryush had built the Apadana Palace to specification and 
placed a square stone at the entrance.  

 Everyone had gathered in their best attire and were waiting the moment of the 
equinox. Just when the equinox was proclaimed the first rays of the rising sun lit 
the square stone. This was a rare occasion and dignitaries from all over the Empire 
had come to see and pay their respect to the Science of the Persians. We see that 
depicted in bas relief all over Takht e Jamshid (Persepolis).  
 

 The Now Rooz of 3751 (2013) will happen in New York,  
 Where the Equinox and the Sunrise will coincide at 7.02 am on March 20, 2013.  

 
 In Quebec and Ontario Canada there will be about a minute lapse between the 

two events.  

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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Raphael’s Masterpiece frescoe – The School of Athens, in the Stanza 
Della Segnatura, in the Apostolic Palace in the Vatican!  
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Raphael – The 

School of 

Athens 

21 Sages of 

ancient times! 

Zarathushtra 

in lower right 

corner 

holding a 

Celestial 

Sphere facing 

Ptolemy 

holding a 

Terrestrial 

Sphere 
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1: Zeno of Citium 2: Epicurus 3: unknown (believed to be Raphael)[14] 4: Boethius or 
Anaximander or Empedocles? 5: Averroes 6: Pythagoras 7: Alcibiades or Alexander the 
Great? 8: Antisthenes or Xenophon or Timon? 9: Fornarina or Francesco Maria della Rovere? 
10: Aeschines or Xenophon? 11: Parmenides? 12: Socrates 13: Heraclitus 14: Plato  
15: Aristotle 16: Diogenes of Sinope 17: Plotinus 18: Euclid or Archimedes with students  
19: Zoroaster  20: Ptolemy 21: Protogenes  

19: Zoroaster  

Raphael’s Masterpiece frescoe – The School of Athens, in the Stanza 
Della Segnatura, in the Apostolic Palace in the Vatican!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeno_of_Citium
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boethius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaximander
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empedocles
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisthenes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xenophon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timon_of_Athens_(person)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fornarina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francesco_Maria_I_della_Rovere,_Duke_of_Urbino
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeschines_of_Sphettus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xenophon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parmenides
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrates
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plato
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristotle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diogenes_of_Sinope
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plotinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euclid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archimedes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroaster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protogenes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroaster


Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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Raphael – The School of Athens 

Zarathushtra (left) holding a Celestial Sphere facing Ptolemy holding a 

Terrestrial Sphere with Apelles and Protogenes looking on (right) 



The mere fact that Raphael included Zarathushtra as one of the 21 sages of the 

old, and also he depicts him holding the celestial sphere proves that he and his 

contemporaries acknowledge the fact that Zarathushtra was one of the first 

astronomers/astrologers. That is the highest complement by a Master Painter 

to Zarathushtra, our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer! 

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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Meaning of the title: Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuran 
 

Reply by Dasturji Mobed Mehraban Firouzgary, Tehran, to my query: 

 

1 –Vakhshur, actually Vakhsh var .  (Just as Dast var has changed into Dastur) 

Vakhsh= Expanding / increasing. Intended to convey expanding Halo (e.g Waxing of 

the moon) and Var= Provider (of the Manthras) 

In general Vakhshur has come to be synonymous to the reference to Prophet 

Zarathushtra. The Vakhshuran, following, makes it superlative e.g. King of Kings. 

 

Vakhshur e Vakhshuran Zarathushtra Spitaman  

means  

Prophet of Prophets Zarathushtra Spitaman! 

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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Zarathushtra is beautifully eulogized in F Yasht: (Para 93-94) 
 

Yehe zâñthae-cha vakhshae-cha - In whose birth and growth 
Same word Vakhsh is used here! 
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Dr. Modi’s Search for Zarathushtra’s Birthplace – Village Aamui 

Zarathushtra’s Birthplace, Village Aamui 
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Lake Urmia (Chaechast), Azerbaijan, Zarathushtra’s Birthplace 



Lake Urmia (Chaechast), Azerbaijan, Zarathushtra’s Birthplace 

Zarathushtra’s Birthplace, Village Aamui, Lake Urmia Region 

IRAN 
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Lake Urmia (Chaechast), Azerbaijan, Zarathushtra’s Birthplace 

Zarathushtra’s Birthplace, Village Aamui 

Azerbaijan, Iran 
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Village 
Aamui 



Lake Urmia (Chaechashta), the land of Zarathushtra’s Birth Place! 

Āthro Ahurahe Mazdāo puthra, Kavoish Haosravanghahe, varoish 
Haosravanghahe, Asnavantahe garoish Mazdadhātahe, 
Chaechishtahe varoish Mazdadhātahe. (Atash Nyayesh) 
For the propitiation of Ahura Mazda’s son Aatash, of Kaikhushroo 
Emperor, of Kaikhushroo’s Lake, of Ahura Mazda created Mount 
Asnavanta, of Ahura Mazda created Lake Chaechishta! 

The Middle and Bottom of Iran country is called the country of 
famous Hakhaamanian and Sasanian Emperors! 
In the same way, Azerbaijan is called the country of Zarathushtra! 
This has been said by many old and ancient Historians and in our 
prayers like Atash Nyayesh, and in Pahlavi and Persian books, the 
Lake Urmia and the surrounding Azerbaijan country is connected 
with our Paygaamber, Asho Zarathushtra! 
And then Balkh and its surroundings are referred to as the place 
where Zarathushtra propagated his Religion! 66 



Zarathushtra travels from Lake Urmia Region to Balkh, Bactria at the Court of King Vishtaaspa 

Lake 
Urmiya, 
Azerbaijan, 
Iran 

Balkh, 
Bactria, 
Afghanistan 
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Zarathushtra travels from Lake Urmia Region to Balkh, Bactria at the Court of King Vishtaaspa 

Balkh (Bactres), Bactria, Afghanistan 

Lake Urmiya, 
Azerbaijan, 
Iran 

Balkh (Bactres), Bactria, in Afghanistan 
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Aamui, Urmia, Zarathushtra’s Birth Place! 

First Parsi to visit Lake Urmia and Urmia and the alleged Birth Place 
of Zarathushtra, Aamui Village, about 12 miles from Urmia! 

Not just our ancient books, but also, Prof. Jackson, and Arab 
Historians such as Yakut (1220 CE), Ibn Khordadbeh (816 CE) and Al 
Baladhari (816 CE) state that the village of Aamui, 12 miles from  
Urmia is the birth place of Zarathushtra! 

Started from Tabriz to Urmia on October 5th 1925. 
May be the first time, a car was used to travel to Urmia and Aamui! 
There were actually no roads and the journey was quite difficult. 

Our Irani brethren call Iran the whole world’s heaven! 
They call Azerbaijan the Heaven of Iran! 
And they call Urmia country the Heaven of Azerbaijan! 69 

Dr. Modi’s Search for Zarathushtra’s Birthplace – Village Aamui 



Surroundings of Aamui, Urmia, Zarathushtra’s Birth Place! 

The first thing I did in Aamui is bent on my knees and took some 
earth and put it on my forehead in memory of the birth place of our 
Payghambar! 
The surroundings are just wonderful – greenery all around, a clean 
water small river running by, beautiful mountains, and lots and lots 
of goats and sheep! 
A great place for a young man to get inspiration and have Qu/Ans 
with his creator Ahura Mazda and get revelation for his religion! 
Many Greek Philosophers like Plato, and the Scandinavian poem 
Edda mentions that Zarathushtra laughed on his birth! 
And that wonderful famous Farvardin Yasht Eulogy describing the 
whole nature at his birth as: 

If you stand on the side of one of its mountains and look 

over the beautiful vista of the surroundings, you can 

understand the reason for this eulogy in Farvardin  Yasht! 
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The Oldest Recorded Eulogy in Human History 
 

Zarathushtra is beautifully eulogized in F Yasht: 
 

Yehe zâñthae-cha vakhshae-cha, urvâsen âpô 

urvarâos-cha;  

In whose birth and growth, the waters and plants 

flourished; 

Yehe zâñthae-cha vakhshae-cha, ukhshîn âpô 

urvarâos-cha; 

in whose birth and growth, the waters and plants 

increased; 

Yehe zâñthae-cha vakhshae-cha, ushtatâtem 

nimravanta vîspâo spentô dâtâo dâmân: 

and in whose birth and growth, the entire 

creation of Spenta Mainyu cried out: 
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The Oldest Recorded Eulogy in Human History 
 

 

Ushta-nô zâtô âthrava yô Spitâmô 

Zarathushtrô! 
 

Hail to us, for us is born an Āthravan, 

Zarathushtra Spitâma! 
 

idha apâm vîjasâiti, Vanghvi Daenâ Mâzdayasnish 

vîspâish avi karshvân yâish hapta. (Yt. 93-94) 
 

The Good Religion of Mazda-worship will, henceforth, 

spread all over the seven regions of the earth. 
 

What a beautiful way of eulogizing an amazing Prophet 

in 9 beautiful verses who professed the first 

monotheistic religion in the history of mankind!  
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Mountains in the surroundings of  Aamui, Urmia, Zarathushtra’s Birth Place! 

1. Sahand (Asnavant) Mountain 
 Coming to Urmia, you can see this Sahand MT. 

 Mt. Asnavant is remembered in Atash Nyayesh 

and it has been transformed to Sahand over the 

years. 

 It is also mentioned with Lake Chaechisht 

(Urmia)! 

 There is a cave on this 12,000 ft. high mountain 

which is connected to Zarathushtra as his place 

of meditation. 

 Nearby there is a small village, Gardaa, which is 

connected to Zarathushtra where he got his 

inspiration and revelation!  73 



Mountains in the surroundings of  Aamui, Urmia, Zarathushtra’s Birth Place! 

1. Savilaan (Sebilan) or Ushidarena Mountain 

 Ushidarena Mountain (Hormuzd Yasht) is where 

Zarathushtra acquired his Ush = Revelation. 

 Savilaan seems to be derived from Ushidarena 

 His meetings with Ameshashpands may have 

also occurred on this mountain 

 Not only our scriptures, but also Ean Haokal 

(10th CE), and Kaazvini (1262 CE), Mirkhond 

(1474 CE) according to Prof. Jackson have 

mentioned that this is the mountain where 

Zarathushtra got his revelation from Ahura 

Mazda! 
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1. Savilaan (Sebilan) or Ushiarena Mountain 
 Ushidarena Mountain (Hormuzd Yasht) is where 

Zarathushtra acquired his Ush = Revelation. 

 Savilaan seems to be derived from Ushidarena 

 His meetings with Ameshashpands may have 

also occurred on this mountain 

 Not only our scriptures, but also Ean Haokal 

(10th CE), and Kaazvini (1262 CE), Mirkhond 

(1474 CE) according to Prof. Jackson have 

mentioned that this is the mountain where 

Zarathushtra got his revelation from Ahura 

Mazda! 

Mountains in the surroundings of  Aamui, Urmia, Zarathushtra’s Birth Place! 
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 Aamui, Urmia, Zarathushtra’s Birth Place! 

Aamui Village, near Urmia, the Birth Place of 

Zarathushtra! 

There are many other places allegedly 

calling themselves also as his Birth Place! 

 

 

 

With this, I leave you all to do more study on 

your own and may be we all one day visit 

this place of the birth of Asho Zarathushtra 

Spitama!  76 



Psalm Of Life – Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Lives of great men all remind us 
 We can make our lives sublime, 
 And, departing, leave behind us 
 Footprints on the sands of time; 
 

Footprints, that perhaps another, 
 Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 
 A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
 Seeing, shall take heart again. 
 

Let us then be up and doing, 
 With a heart for any fate; 
 Still achieving, still pursuing, 
 Learn to labor and to wait.  

Sir Dr. Ervad Jivanji 
Jamshedji Modi 
Panthaki of J.D. Colaba 
Agiyari, 1871 – 1933 
Photo from Colaba 
Agiyari 
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We want to thank late Sir Dr. Ervad Jivanji Jamshedji 
Modi, Panthaki of J.D. Colaba Agiyari, 1871 – 1933, 
For this wonderful Diary of his journey! 
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Dasturji explains why he wrote this book in his Autobiography: 

You have received this chapter in a PDF File: 

Dhalla Homage Unto Ahura Mazda Background.doc 

Are there any prayers I can pray in English? 
Many of the Zoroastrian Dastoors (highly-qualified Mobeds) and scholars have written 

books offering guidance to Zoroastrians on how to live a faithful and productive life. 

One of the best of these is Homage Unto Ahura Mazda. This excellent book, in the 

form of daily thoughts, was written meticulously by a great scholar who was the Head 

Dastoor of the Anjuman (Zoroastrian Community) in Karachi, Pakistan, over a long 

period of time until his death, Dastur Dr. M. N. Dhalla.  

The full text of the book is available for free online at 

http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/dhalla/index.htm.  

For those who find themselves lost in our Prayers, not understanding their meanings, 

and are interested in praying in English language related to our Religion, I 

recommend this book with a whole heart. Its wisdom is such that I believe it would be 

inspirational to people of all religious traditions.  

Zoroastrian Ceremonies and Customs 

Agenda: 6. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 
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Zarathushtra is Lord of Mankind 
 Thou, Ahura Mazda, hast made Zarathushtra the lord and overseer over mankind. 

Like unto the radiant and glorious Tishtrya he is the beacon-light on the horizon of 

life and lights our path leading to thee. He is the embodiment of truth, righteousness 

and goodness on earth. 

Zarathushtra is the polar star of man's searching. He is the light of man's life. He is 

constant radiating source of ennobling influence. He radiates the atmosphere of peace 

and joy, hope and life all around by his immortal teachings. He is like a rock to 

which man can cling in the shipwreck of his life. He is the consummation in this 

world of righteousness that is shadowed by wickedness. He is the realized ideal of 

perfection in this world of imperfection. He is the fulfillment and complement of 

creation, the beginning and end of life. He is mankind's supremest and sublimest 

standard and norm for all time. 

Zoroastrian Ceremonies and Customs 

Agenda: 6. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 

An extract from: Homage Unto Ahura Mazda 

Part I(a) Prayer #21 (You have received this Prayer in a PDF File) 

http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/dhalla/ch1/i21.htm 
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Zarathushtra is Lord of Mankind 
To see Zarathushtra in spirit is to see thee, Ahura Mazda. To know him is to know 

thee. To understand him is to understand thee. To follow him is to follow thee. To be 

like him is to be like thee. 

I will assimilate Zarathushtra's teachings into my life. I will live devoted to him. I 

will make him my example in life. I will keep his sublime image engraved upon my 

mind. With Zarathushtra as my guiding spirit, sustaining energy, and driving will, 

fearlessly and courageously will I face whatever befalls and betides me. Manfully 

onward will I march under his banner, without flinching or faltering from stage to 

stage on my life's journey. In his steps will I plant my footmarks and walk the ground 

over which walked his blessed feet. I will live after him. I will make him my constant 

companion, that he, Zarathushtra, my prophet, my friend, my guardian, my guide, 

may be my hope, my light, my life, Ahura Mazda. 

Zoroastrian Ceremonies and Customs 

Agenda: 6. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 

An extract from: Homage Unto Ahura Mazda 

Part I(a) Prayer #21 (You have received this Prayer in a PDF File) 

http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/dhalla/ch1/i21.htm 
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Zoroastrian Subjects II 

Agenda for this Tele Class: 
1. Significance of Sukhad/Kaathi for Atash 

Padshah 

2. Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our 

foreheads 

3. Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman,    

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 

4.  Zarathushtra’s Birth Place 

5. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 

6.  Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 
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In that spirit of Communal, National & International Unity Prayer  
with Humata, Hukhta, Hvarshta, 

Let us all make a resolve to follow these principles by performing  
the age old Zarathushtri greeting of Hama Zor with your neighbors reciting: 

“Hamaa Zor, Hamaa Asho Bade!” 
“Let us be United in Righteousness!” 

Good 

Thoughts 

Good Words 

Good Deeds    

humata 
Humata 
 

huxta 
Hukhta 
 

hwarSta 
Hvarshta 

Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 
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Ervad Soli Dastur instructing Cardinal Gracias, Mumbai, India in performing 

Hamaa Zor Greeting and Ervad Cyrus Dastoor 
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Hamaa Zor 

Greetings 

between 

participants 

during a 

Religious 

Tele Class. 
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Hamaa Zor 

Greetings 

between 

participants 

during a 

Religious 

Tele Class. 
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Zoroastrian Subjects II 

Agenda for this Tele Class: 
1. Significance of Sukhad/Kaathi for Atash 

Padshah 

2. Significance of placing Rakhiyaa (ashes) on our 

foreheads 

3. Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman,    

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 

4.  Zarathushtra’s Birth Place 

5. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 

6.  Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 
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Thank you all for your Participation, patience and time! 
Thank you all who helped me to collect information for this talk! 

And the last but not the least, 
My Dear Wife Jo Ann, 

For 47 years (July 2nd) of supporting me in all my crazy 
endeavors! 

And do not forget our  

Cyber Hamaa Zor Greeting! 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Next Class – Sunday September 29th 

Then October 27th 

And December 8th (tentative) 


