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Good Morning!  
Welcome all to  

Our Seventeenth All NA Z Religion Tele Class 
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Mah Farvardin, Roj Adar 1384 YZ (K) 

Mah Amardad, Roj Adar 1383 YZ (F) 
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Jo Ann and I are very thankful to Khurshid & JJ Jamadar for inviting us 

for performing their daughter Anita’s wedding yesterday! 

And we all should thank Anahita Sidhwa and her helpers for initially 

proposing to have a talk which then became this Tele Class to be 

broadcasted all over NA from our favorite Atash Kadeh in Dallas!! 
 

And as always we want to thank ZAF President Saheb Furrokh and 

Khushnam in absence of Kersi Bhai and Dolly for managing the 

Conference call for this Tele Class as they have done for all previous 

ones! Thank you President Saheb and Khushnam!! 
 

Roj 14 Gosh  goC , Maah 12 – Asfandard asfandArd , Y.Z. 1383 
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Let us welcome participants by conference call from all FL  

Tampa Bay, Orlando, Miami ZAF and all over NA! 
 

Jo Ann and I are in the middle of down sizing our home and have some 

busy times in our lives lately but here we are again with our Tele Class! 

We are very humbled by your response, patience and attendance to 

these classes conducted with the help of telephone conference call for 

all NA Humdins and hope we continue this type of Z Religious classes 

in the future for the betterment of all! 
 

Thank you all for your Participation, Patience and Time! 
 

Let us start with the class! 

Roj 14 Gosh  goC , Maah 12 – Asfandard asfandArd , Y.Z. 1383 
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Zoroastrianism Influence on Other Religions 

Agenda for this Tele Class: 
1. Age of Zarathushtra – 600 BC – 6000 BC 

2. Dateline of Major World Religions 
3. Zoroastrian Religion Principles common to other religions 

4.  Pre and Post Exilic Jewish Thoughts 

5. Jewish, Christian and Islam Common Beliefs 

6. Hinduism & Zoroastrian Religion coexistence 

7. Know thy Zoroastrian Roots and be Proud 
8. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 

9.  Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

10. Acknowledgements 
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Zoroastrianism Influence on Other Religions 
1. Age of Zarathushtra – 6000 BC – 600 BC 

 Very difficult to determine 

 Intense scholarly debate about his age 

 A vast range – 6000 to 600 BC suggested 

 From conjectures to incorrect placement of 

important historical figures 

 Sanskrit scholars shed a very useful light on his 

date by comparing Rig Veda (1700 – 3500 BC) 

with Gathas 

 Absolutely needed to estimate before we 

determine Zarathushtri Religion influence 

 But before we continue, let us STOP and restate 

our objective 
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“If you compare yourself with others, you may become 

vain and bitter; for always there will be greater and lesser 

persons than yourself.” 

(Desiderata by Max Ehrmann) 

Presenting Facts 
 Not here to compare religions 

 Materials presented here are from Internet and literature 

 If your religion is the best (Jasa Me Awanghe Mazda 

Prayer), it is for you and you only! 
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Resources Used For This Tele Class 

 The Books mentioned in the Presentation Slides 
 

 Craig M. Lyons Ms.D., D.D., M.Div.  (bennoah1@verizon.net) 
 EZRA AND HIS INFLUENCE UPON THE REWRITING OF THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES 
 AND JEWISH HISTORY 
http://theancientsacredmysteries.com/ezra_truth_about_hebrew_scriptures.htm 

 
 The Zoroastrian-Biblical Connections -- Influence of Zoroastrianism in Other Religions 
By Daryoush Jahanian, M.D. 
http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/biblicalconnection.htm 

 
 Influence of Zarathushtrian faith on the Abrahamic faiths of Judaism, Christianity and 

Islam - By Kayomarsh Mehta, ZAC - Chicago 
www.vohuman.org Winter 2002 Journal 
 
 Wikipedia is a very good resource for basic information on any subject: 
  http://www.wikipedia.org/ 
 
 Dr. Ramiyar Karanjia’s Jame Jamshed Weekly series: Tell Me Why? 
 
 

mailto:bennoah1@verizon.net
http://theancientsacredmysteries.com/ezra_truth_about_hebrew_scriptures.htm
http://theancientsacredmysteries.com/ezra_truth_about_hebrew_scriptures.htm
http://theancientsacredmysteries.com/ezra_truth_about_hebrew_scriptures.htm
http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/biblicalconnection.htm#Daryoush
http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/biblicalconnection.htm#Daryoush
http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/biblicalconnection.htm#Daryoush
http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/biblicalconnection.htm#Daryoush
http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/biblicalconnection.htm#Daryoush
http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/biblicalconnection.htm#Daryoush
http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/biblicalconnection.htm
http://www.vohuman.org/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.wikipedia.org/


The most recent FEZANA 

Journal issue: 

Vol. 28 No. 2 Summer/June 

2014 covers Zoroastrians of 

Centrl Asia and has lots of 

amazing articles about our 

religion in that part of the 

world which is not very well 

publicized as of yet. 

Please look it up! 





Age of Zarathushtra – 6000 BC – 600 BC 
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Let us enumerate some known and accepted facts: 

 Gathas were composed by Zarathushtra himself 

 Gathas have been preserved in their original form word 

by word by Mobeds by rote over 3 millenniums 

 Zarathushtra’s Gathas and Hindu Rig Veda have same 

linguistic background and same root forms 

 Age of Hindu Rig Veda estimated to be 3500 – 2000 BCE 

 Hence Age of Gathas is also from 3500 – 2000 BCE 

 Hence Age of Zarathushtra is also from 3500 – 2000 BCE 

Rigveda manuscript in Devanagari, early 19th century.  Zarathushtra’s Gathas in old Avesta  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devanagari


Parallel Verses from Gathas and Shrimad Baagawat 
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Gatha Ahunavaiti Yasna 29.1: 
Dr. Irach J. S. Taraporewala Translation 
To You the Soul of Mother-Earth complained : 
"Wherefore Ye gave me birth? Who fashioned 
me? Passion and rapine, outrage everywhere 
And violence enmesh me all around; No other 
help than Yours I see, Ye Lords; Reveal to me a 
Strong One, who can save." 

Rigveda manuscript in Devanagari, early 19th century.  Zarathushtra’s Gathas in old Avesta  

Shrimad Bhaagawat X 1 17-18: 
Dr. Irach J. S. Taraporewala Translation 
The Earth oppressed by schemes of Princes 
proud, Leagued in their might with countless 
demon hosts, Bowed down with this great 
burden, she approached Her great Creator, 
seeking help from Him. Wearing the form of 
Cow, two streams of tears Flowing adown her 
face, lamenting loud And piteously, with heavy 
heart she stood And poured out to the Lord her 
suffering Soul. 

bhūmir dṛpta-nṛpa-vyāja-daityānīka-śatāyutaiḥ …. 

Khshmaibyaa geush urwaa …. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devanagari


1. Age of Zarathushtra – Greek Historians ~6000 BC 
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Plutarch 

(46 – 120 AD) 
6500 - 6200 BC 

Aristotle 

(384 – 322 BCE) 
6000 BC 

In the fifth century BC, Xanthus is said to have written in his Lydian History that 

Zoroaster lived six thousand years before the Persian King Xerxes crossed the 

Hellespont in his assault on the Greeks (c. 480 BC), giving us a date of 6480 BC. 

A century later Eudoxus of Cnidus placed Zoroaster 6000 years before the death 

of Plato, or c. 6350 BC, a view that Pliny claimed was shared by Aristotle.  

And in the second century AD, the Roman historian Plutarch wrote that 

"Zoroaster the Magian lived, so they record, five thousand years before the 

Siege of Troy" (c. 1200 BC), or c. 6200 BC. This latter estimation is believed to 

have originated with Hermodorus the Platonist, who was also known for his 

calculations of the date of Zoroaster.       (When Zarathushtra Spoke - Mary Settegast) 

Xanthus of 

Lydia 

Around 600 BC 

6500 - 6200 BC 

Pliny The Elder 

(23 – 79 AD) 
6500 - 6200 BC 
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Herodotus 

(484 – 425 BC) 
600 BC 

The BIG Confusion by 

later Greek historians:  
Gushtaaspa, 

Zarathushtra’s patron, 

and Hystaspes, father of 

Darius the Great, are one 

and the same. Pythagoras 

was supposed to sit under 

Zarathushtra to learn 

about the religion. It was 

really  Zarathushtratema, 

the highest Mobed of the 

time. 

Many Greek historians of 

the time followed this 

belief. 
600 BC 

Pythagoras 

(570 – 495 BCE) 
600 BC 



1. Age of Zarathushtra – 6000 BC – 600 BC 
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The BIG Confusion caused by later Greek Historians:  
Gushtaaspa, Zarathushtra’s patron, and Hystaspes, father of Darius the 

Great, are one and the same. Zarathushtra vs. Zarathushtratema. 
600 BC 

Zarathushtra Arrives at the Court of Gushtaspa! 



The BIG 

Confusion 

caused by later 

Greek Historians:  
Gushtaaspa, 

Zarathushtra’s 

patron, and 

Hystaspes, father of 

Darius the Great, are 

one and the same. 

Zarathushtra vs. 

Zarathushtratema. 
600 BC 
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Gushtaspa receives Zarathushtra with 

admiration and respect! 

Zarathushtra was holding the Adar Burzin 

Fire in his right hand and  

a sapling of Cypress tree with a message 

inscribed on each leaf: “Gushtaspa!  

Accept Zarathushtra’s Religion!” 

(522 – 485 BC) (6000 – 600 BC) 



Neolithic Revolution Around 6500 BC:  
When Human society changed from 

hunters to agriculturists and Zarathushtra’s 

message was responsible for this change. 

A detailed book on all aspects 

of Zarathushtra – Age, Gathas, 

Teachings, History, Vedas. 

Jalaleddin Ashtiani,Translated  

by Mamak Nourbaksh 



1. Age of Zarathushtra – Ferdowsi’s big omission! 
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Ferdowsi 

(940 – 1020 AD) 
600 BC 

In his Shahnameh, Ferdowsi mistakenly 

narrates that Alexander defeated the 

last Kyaanian Dynasty King Dara and 

not the last Achaemenian Dynasty king 

Darius III in 334 BC. 

Ferdowsi completely ignores 

Achaemenian Dynasty. After Alexander, 

he just names 10 Parthian kings and 

then directly goes to Ardeshir Babekan, 

the founder of the Sassanian Dynasty in 

224 AD. 

So, according to Ferdowsi, Zarathushtra 

was born about 100 – 150 years before 

Alexander’s invasion of Iran around  

550 BC. 



Bundahishn 

Zarathushtra lived 

258 years before the 

downfall of the 

Achaemenian 

dynasty  

(630 BC) 

Compilation of Scattered Zoroastrian Scriptures 
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Parthian King Valaksh (51-78 AD) started collection of scattered Avestan 

scriptures. 

Ardeshir Babekan, Founder of Sassanian Empire (224 – 242 AD) 

completer Valaksh’s project under his chief Mobed Tansar. 

After founding the Sassanian Dynasty, Ardeshir at once set about 

restoring the National Religion which had been on the  decline since the 

days of Alexander. He gathered 40,000 pious men and requested them 

to select the most pious and devout. A man of high repute and sanctity, 

Arda Viraf, was selected by them who made a journey to heaven and 

hell by common consent and recounted what he had seen and heard 

during his ultra mundane journey.  

Arda Viraf Nameh is the treatise describing his visions. 

Arda Viraf Naameh 

Zarathushtra lived 

300 years before 

Alexander’s invasion 

of Iran 

(660 BC) 
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The Religion Of Man 

Rabindranath Tagore 
Before Mahabharata (1500 BC) 

Lokmanya Tilak 

(1856 – 1920 AD) 
By Astronomical 

data, Rigveda started 

about 5000 BC 
The Hymns Of Athravan 

Zarathushtra 

Jatindra Chatterji 
Based on Tilak’s data, 

3500 BC 

Dr. Irach J.S. Taraporewala 
“Personally I endorse the date given for the 

Vedas by Jacobi and by Tilak; and think that 

Zarathushtra was a contemporary of the earliest 

Vedic poets.” 



1. Age of Zarathushtra – Hindu Scholars 
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The Hymns Of Athravan 

Zarathushtra 

Jatindra Chatterji 

This is an amazing book written by a 

Bengali Sanskrit scholar, supported by 

the Parsi Zoroastrian Association of 

Calcutta! He has the highest regards for 

Zarathushtra, the first human Prophet of 

all times, with a profound exposition of 

the world in his master hymns, the Holy 

Gathas! In his 159 pages of Introduction 

in this book, he compares Holy Gathas 

with the holy Vedas, especially the Rig 

Veda and draws similarity between them 

which is quite uncanny. I highly 

recommend for serious students of 

Gathas to browse this book which is 

available page by page at: 
http://www.avesta.org/chatterj_opf_files/slide
show.htm 

http://www.avesta.org/chatterj_opf_files/slideshow.htm
http://www.avesta.org/chatterj_opf_files/slideshow.htm
http://www.avesta.org/chatterj_opf_files/slideshow.htm
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In Search Of 

Zarathushtra 

Paul Kriwaczek 
   1700 – 1200 BCE 

Zoroastrians 

Mary Boyce 
1700 – 1500 

BCE 

Zarathushtrian Assembly, CA 

Zoroastrian Religious Era (ZRE) 
Few Years before 1737 BCE 

Current year is 3751 ZRE 

Zoroastrian Religious Era (ZRE) 
Ali A. Jafarey  

Pahlavi writings tell us that the religious era 
began from the day Zarathushtra proclaimed his 
Divine Mission to humanity.  This era, based on 
the astronomical calculations that Zarathushtra 
declared his mission on the vernal equinox 
when, according to the precession, the period 
of Aries is supposed to have begun, comes to 
be 3738/39 in 2001 CE i.e. 1737 BCE. It has 
been called the "Year of Religion" in Pahlavi 
writings. The Zarathushtrian Assembly calls it 
the Zarathushtrian Religious Era (Z.E.R./ZRE) 
and has, since its establishment in 1990, 
observed it as the beginning of the 
Zarathushtrian calendar. The Zartoshti 
community in Iran joined in to observe ZRE as 
its calendar in 1993, and many Irani Zartoshtis 
in diaspora have also accepted it.   
 

http://zoroastrian.org/articles/The%20Precise%
20Iranian%20Calendar.htm 

http://zoroastrian.org/articles/The Precise Iranian Calendar.htm
http://zoroastrian.org/articles/The Precise Iranian Calendar.htm
http://zoroastrian.org/articles/The Precise Iranian Calendar.htm
http://zoroastrian.org/articles/The Precise Iranian Calendar.htm
http://zoroastrian.org/articles/The Precise Iranian Calendar.htm


 Estimating the Age of Zarathushtra has baffled historians 

from antiquity to the present time 

 There is no unanimity about when he lived and where 

 From all the above historians and writers, the estimate is 

6000 BCE to 600 BCE 

 For our discussions, we will use a broad estimate 

2500 – 1200 BCE 

Zoroastrianism Influence on Other Religions 

1. Age of Zarathushtra – Final Conclusion 
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2. Dateline of Major World Religions 
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Hinduism 

5000 – 

4000 BCE 

Judaism 

Abraham 

~1800 BCE 

Islam 

~610 AD 

Christian 

~36 AD 

Zarathushtri 

2500 – 

1200 BCE 

Buddhism 

~528 BCE 

Jainism 

~563 BCE 

Confusianism 

~515 BCE 

Taoism 

~6th century 

BCE 



Distribution of World Religions 
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Zoroastrianism 
~~120,000 

(0.0000167) 

The world  
population is the total 
number of  
living humans on  
Earth. As of 2013, it is 
estimated at 
7.176 billion by 
the United States 
Census 
Bureau (USCB). 

2.368 B 
1.507 B 

1.148 B 
1.005 B 

430 M 

430 M 

430 M 

25.8 M 

15.78 M 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thousand_million
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_Bureau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_Bureau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_Bureau
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"Zoroastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world-religions, 

and it has probably had more influence on mankind, directly and 

indirectly, than any other single faith." - Mary Boyce, 

Zoroastrians: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices (London: 

Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1) 

Basic Zoroastrian Religion Principles 

28 

 Ahura Mazda is the God 

– Creator & Nourisher 

 Vohu Mana – Good Mind 

given by Dadar Ahura 

Mazda 

 Asha – righteousness – 

Ashem Vohu Prayer 

 Freedom of Choice 

 Equality of men & 

women 



Basic Zoroastrian Religion Principles 
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 Good and Evil 

 7 Attributes of Ahura Mazda – Ameshaaspands 

 Speak the Truth always 

 Charity – “Parsi Thy Name is Charity” 

"Zoroastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world-religions, 

and it has probably had more influence on mankind, directly and 

indirectly, than any other single faith." - Mary Boyce, 

Zoroastrians: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices (London: 

Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1) 



Basic Zoroastrian Religion Principles 
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 Doctrines of individual judgment 

 Heaven and Hell 

 The future resurrection of the body – 

Frasho Kereti 

 The general last judgment 

 Life everlasting for the reunited soul and 

body 

 4th day dawn at Chinwat Bridge, judged by 

Meher, Rashne and Sarosh Yazads 

"Zoroaster was thus the first to teach the doctrines of an individual judgment, 

Heaven and Hell, the future resurrection of the body, the general Last 

Judgment, and life everlasting for the reunited soul and body. These 

doctrines were to become familiar articles of faith to much of mankind, 

through borrowings by Judaism, Christianity and Islam; yet it is in 

Zoroastrianism itself that they have their fullest logical coherence....”  

Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices (London: 

Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 29) 



"Zoroastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world-religions, 

and it has probably had more influence on mankind, directly and 

indirectly, than any other single faith." - Mary Boyce, 

Zoroastrians: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices (London: 

Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1) 

Basic Zoroastrian Religion Principles 
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Have I missed any thing? 



Basic Zoroastrian Religion Principles 
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 Humata, Hukhta, Hvarshta – Good Thoughts, Words, Deeds 

When someone asks us: 

“What are the basic Zoroastrian Religion Principles?” 
 

And proudly, we give the above answer:  

Humata, Hukhta, Hvarshta  

To us, that’s it! 

We are hiding behind Humata, Hukhta, Hvarshta, that’s our 

religion! 

Let us learn more about our religion and inform others! 



Let us learn more about our religion and inform others! 

In our Ardaafravash Aafrin, we pray: 
 

“Hamaa-zor baad zarthosht-din raastihaa bokhtaar baad,  

Din-e maazdayasnaan hakikat dorost baad.” 
 

Meaning: 

“May we be united with Zarathushtra’s Religion and attain 

salvation through good deeds and attain correct knowledge 

of the Mazdayasnian religion.” 

Basic Zoroastrian Religion Principles 
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 Humata, Hukhta, Hvarshta – Good Thoughts, Words, Deeds 



Zoroastrian Religion Principles common to other religions 
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 One God – Creator & Nourisher 

 Righteousness 

 Freedom of Choice 

 Good and Evil – the constant struggle in life 

 Speak the Truth always 

 Charity  

 Doctrines of individual judgment 

 Heaven and Hell 

 The future resurrection of the body 

 The general last judgment 

 Life everlasting for the reunited soul and body 

"Zoroaster was thus the first to teach the doctrines of an individual judgment, Heaven 

and Hell, the future resurrection of the body, the general Last Judgment, and life 

everlasting for the reunited soul and body. These doctrines were to become familiar 

articles of faith to much of mankind, through borrowings by Judaism, Christianity and 

Islam; yet it is in Zoroastrianism itself that they have their fullest logical 

coherence....” -  Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices (London: Routledge and 

Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 29) 
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Pre and Post Exilic Jewish Thoughts 
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 The Jews were in captivity in Babylonia in 597 B.C. 

 Cyrus The great conquered Babylonia and liberated Jews from 
slavery and set them free. 538 B.C. 

 Cyrus allowed the Jews to follow their religion and helped 
them rebuild their Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem. 

 From the time of Pharaohs of Egypt down to that time, no 
people had treated Jews so well. 

 What the Persian Zoroastrians did for the Jews is unique in the 
annals of mankind. 

“This was one of the many liberal acts recorded of Cyrus, but it 
was a particular moment for the religious history of mankind; for 
the Jews entertained warm feelings thereafter for the Persians 
and this made them more receptive to Zoroastrian influence.” 
Zoroastrians by Dr. Mary Boyce. 
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 The Old Testament is a collection of books concerning the 
Jewish people only. Yet we find for the first and the last time 
mention of alien people praised in them. 

 The Jews regarded Cyrus as a messiah, one who acted in 
Yahweh’s (Jehovah’s) name and authority. Yahweh is quoted as 
“Cyrus will bring justice to the nations, ...He will not fail...till he 
has established justice in the earth”.  Isaiah 42-1,4. 

 Cyrus the Great is mentioned as the “Shepherd of Lord” and his 
“Anointed”. Isaiah 44:28, 45:1. 

 The name of Cyrus occurs 23 times, Darius 25 times, Xerxes 30 
times, Artaxerxes 15 times, Medes and Media 21 times, 
Persians and Persian 37 times and Parthians once. 

 The Hebrew scriptures pay tribute to the sterling merit of Asho 
Zarathushtra’s rule of conduct, when they speak of “the law of 
the Medes and the Persians as one which altereth not”. 
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Eschatology and Resurrection 

Eschatology  Pre Exilic Post Exilic 

Immortality of the 
soul, judgment and 
rewards and 
punishments after 
death 

 

 

Not recognized 

 

 

Recognized 

 

 
 

Sheol 

 

 
(Eschatology = 

doctrines about 

death and its 

aftermath) 

a shadowy and 
depersonalized 
existence that is 
the lot of men 
regardless of their 
actions during life,  

suddenly abandoned 
and replaced by the 
notions of heaven and 
hell, rewards and 
punishments when the 
exiled Jews came in 
contact with the 
Persians which later 
entered Christianity. 
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Eschatology and Resurrection 

Resurrection Pre Exilic Post Exilic 

The Zoroastrians 
believed that the 
soul rises from the 
dead body and for 
three nights after 
death resides in the 
material world and 
then proceeds to 
the other world, 
where at Chinwat 
Bridge, it is judged 
by Meher, Rashne 
and Sarosh Yazads. 
This may be termed 
individual 
resurrection. 

 

 
The concept of 
resurrection that 
was imbedded in 
parts of the early 
Hebrew scriptures 
as Exodus and 
Deuteronomy 

 

 
Daniel 12:2-13 refers to 
rising after death and 
receiving rewards. In 
Isaiah 26:19, the dead 
will rise again from the 
graves, the ground will 
give birth to the dead. 
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Kingdom of God 

Kingdom of God 
 

Pre Exilic Post Exilic 

the concept of 
Kingdom of God, 
originally professed 
by Zarathushtra as 
"the chosen 
government" 

 

 

 

 

eventually transferred 
through Judaism to 
Christianity and 
transformed into the 
"Kingdom of God".  
In Isaiah 42: 1-4, "the savior 
has the spirit of God and 
will not rest until he has 
established justice all over 
the world".  
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Angelology and Demonology 

Angelology Pre Exilic Post Exilic 

 
The seven Amesha 
Spenta of the later 

Avesta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonology 
 
the person of devil 
as Satan  

the angelology of 
the oldest 
scriptures was 
nearly as dim as 
their Sheol 
 
 
 
Mills L. H.: 
Zarathushtra, Philo, 
The Achaemenids 
and Israel, A.M.S. 
Press, New York, 
1977, p. 436. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ceased to remain a 
general term 

The angelology became 
occupied with such figures 
as Michael and 
Gabriel while the number 
seven attached to them is 
as conspicuous as is 
significant. 
 The seven postexilic angels 
(Gabriel, Michael, Raphael, 
Israfil, Israel, Uhiel and 
Uriel) are vividly 
reminiscent of the seven 
Amesha Spenta of the later 
Avesta. 
 

and became a proper 
name and demonology 
began to develop.  
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 The Dead Sea Scrolls are a collection of 981 texts discovered 
between 1946 and 1956 at Khirbet Qumran in the West Bank. 

 The texts are of great historical, religious, and linguistic 
significance because they include the earliest known surviving 
manuscripts of works later included in the Hebrew Bible canon 

 The manuscripts have been dated to various ranges between 
408 BCE and 318 CE 

 The scrolls have traditionally been identified with the ancient 
Jewish sect called the Essenes 

 Essenes lived from the third century B.C. to first century A.D. in 
Palestine. 

The Psalms Scroll, one of the 972 texts of the Dead Sea Scrolls, w partial Hebrew transcription. 



 There were three Jewish sects: Essenes, Pharisees, and 
Sadducees  

 Pharisees believed in life after death and heaven and hell.  

 The influence of Zoroastrianism in Pharisees is so conspicuous 
that some authors as Zaehner have called them "Farsis" or 
"Persians".  

 It was also reported that Essenes believed in resurrection of 
the dead into new bodies.  

 They considered that the body was the prison house where the 
soul was temporarily confined until death 

Dead Sea (Khirbet Qumran) Scrolls 
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The Psalms Scroll, one of the 972 texts of the Dead Sea Scrolls, w partial Hebrew transcription. 



 The discovery of Khirbet Qumran scrolls in the caves of Dead 
Sea in 1947, shed light on the Essenes' tenets and practices.  

 A French author, named Dupont Sommer, after reviewing the 
text of the scrolls, found many evidences of Zoroastrian 
influence. 

 Prohibition of sacrifices in the rituals: In the sect's chapter of 
worship, one finds that they had substituted the ritual of 
dedicating meat and fat to the fire, with the expression of 
devotion to God by genuine prayers of the lips, to tread the 
path of justice and perfection to receive the divine blessings. 

Dead Sea (Khirbet Qumran) Scrolls 
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The Psalms Scroll, one of the 972 texts of the Dead Sea Scrolls, w partial Hebrew transcription. 



 The Essenes believed in a constant struggle between 
the forces of good and evil. One of the texts is 
conspicuously close to the teachings of Zarathushtra: 
"God created man to rule the world and granted him 
two spirits of evil and righteousness that are with him 
to the moment of judgment.” 

 From the fountain of light the righteous generation, 
and from the source of darkness the malicious and 
wicked men will come to existence.  

 The ruler of the light is in control of the realm of 
righteous sons who proceed in the illumined path, and 
the other Kingdom is governed by the angel of 
darkness, where the sons of evil tread the dim path.  

45 
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 “All men originate from these two spirits and tread 
their paths. But God in His wisdom has determined the 
day when the followers of untruth are destroyed and 
righteousness prevails in the world". 

 the last two sentences reflect the "freedom of choice" 
and "hope for the victory of righteousness" (Gatha 
Yasna 30) 

 Belief in righteousness, justice and order and 
prohibition of lies which form the foundation of the 
Zoroastrian doctrine. 

 The Essenes believed in freedom of choice as 
Zoroastrians did, and they professed everyone should 
choose his path freely. This concept reflects the 
Zoroastrian influence, as in the original Judaism, it 
was Yahweh who would choose his people and grant 
them the blessing of being the chosen. 46 

Zoroastrian Influence on Essenes 



 In contrast to a common belief that wisdom belongs to God, 
they believed in wisdom of man as well, and expressed interest 
in philosophy. In the Zoroastrian doctrine, wisdom is the 
source of all good deeds and only the wise will choose aright. 

 Contrary to the original Judaism, the scrolls do not super scribe 
vengeance, instead they emphasize love, good deeds and 
justice. The Essenes believed in three principles of love of 
beneficence, love of mankind and love of justice. 

 Particular attention was given to cleanliness and general 
sanitation. The Essenes took a daily bath in cold water and like 
the Zoroastrians wore a clean white attire. 

 The Essenes also believed in the final day of Judgment, rewards 
and retributions. 

 Their belief in the advent of Messiah resembles the concept of 
Saoshyant in the new Zoroastrianism. 

47 

Zoroastrian Influence on Essenes 
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During the five centuries contact, the Jews under the Persian 
influence developed: 

 eschatology, angelology and demonology,  

 renewed hope for future in terms of victory of good over evil 

  advent of Messiah and establishing the Kingdom of Yahweh 

Many of these doctrinal concepts, later were transferred to 
Christianity and Islam  

 and Islam actually expanded them in the details of the bridge 
of judgment (As-Siraat), Zoroastrian Chinwat Bridge 

 punishments of hell, and rewards of heaven,  

 resurrection and return of the souls to the Source in the Koran 
are the best witness to this fact.  
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 Other Islamic views that are derived from Zoroastrianism are: 

  the five times daily prayers 

 emphasis on wisdom 

 rejection of images 

 God, being a kind and merciful entity who is "the light of the 
heavens and the earth“ 

 emphasis on helping the poor.  

 It is interesting that although the prophet of Islam in Koran, is 
titled "the last Prophet", the concept of future savior was not 
however, entirely forgotten among all the Islamic sects.  

 The Iranian Shiites believe in the last Imam, Mahdi, who will 
come when the world is in disarray, and who will establish 
justice, order and tranquility. 
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In the Quran, every Chapter, except the ninth, begins with 

the words: 

 Bismillah ir-rahman ir-rahim 

meaning  

'In the' name of the merciful and compassionate- God'  

 

which is similar to the Zoroastrian invocation above. 

Ba naameh Yazadeh, 

Bakhshaayandeh, 

Bakhshaa-yashgareh 

meherbaan.  

Zoroastrianism Influence on Other Religions 
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Many of our Prayers start with: 

In the name of Yazdaan (God), 

the Benevolent, the merciful, 

and the just!  
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Sassanian Emperors’ Crowns on coins and a base relief 

with Moon Crescent and Star as an auspicious symbol 
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There are several similarities as well as some diametrically 
opposite differences between Zoroastrian and Hinduism.  

 Zoroastrians and Hindus belong to the same Aryan stock.  

 The ancestors of both the religions have been together right 
since pre-historic times dating back thousands of years.  

 They spoke the same language and inhabited the same space, 
referred to as Airyana Vaeja by the Zoroastrians and Aarya 
Varta by the Hindus. 

 The two languages – Avesta of the Zoroastrians and Sanskrit of 
the Hindus have evolved from a common mother language and 
hence are remarkably similar.  

 In fact, the word Hindu itself is an Avestan word.  It does not 
occur in the Sanskrit language till much later times. 
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 Iranian kings of the Achaemenian, Parthian and Sasanian times 
ruled over parts of North India.  

 Iran and India had trade and cultural relations since at least 
2500 years. 

 Practices like venerating the natural elements, praying to the 
sun early in the morning, honoring the fire, use of cow/ bull’s 
urine for religious purposes and performance of rituals have 
been common since ancient Aryan times.  

 The preparing of the Hom juice in the Yazashne ritual is similar 
to the practice of preparation of the ‘Som ras’ in the Vedas.  

 The Sapta padi (seven steps around the fire) of the Hindu 
wedding is reflected in the taking of the cotton thread seven 
times round the marrying couple in Zoroastrian religion.  
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 The names of many of the divine beings like Hom and Som, 
Mithra and Mitra, Armati and Aramaiti are similar.  

 The names of some pre-historical personalities like Yama and 
Yima, Thrita and Trita, Vivanghan and Vivasvat are also 
remarkably similar. 

 There were four professional divisions of society in both the 
religions. Athornaan (priests), Ratheshtaar (administrators / 
warriors), Vaastryosh (tillers) and Hutoskhsh (artisans) in 
Zoroastrianism and Brahmin (priests), Khshatriya 
(administrators / warriors), Vaishya (tillers) and Shudra 
(workers) in Hinduism.   

 Among the Hindus, the fourth group Shudra later on came to 
be regarded as those doing menial and lowly work and serving 
others. 
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 Just before the advent of prophet Zarathushtra there was a 
great schism between the two groups - and some concepts 
were intentionally polarized.   

 The good divine beings Ahura became the evil asura of the 
Hindus and the good devas of the Hindus became the evil 
daevas of the Zoroastrians.  

 The words yasnaaicha (worship), vahmaaicha (adoration), 

kshnaothraaicha (propitiation ) and frasastayaecha 
(knowledge) repeated in our prayers indicate the four different 
ways in which we can connect with Ahura Mazda and other 
divine beings. 

 Our sister religion, Hinduism, too has given the four paths of 
Knowledge (Gnayaan), Devotion (Bhakti), Action (Karma) and 
Spiritual practices (Yog/Raj) to reach one’s ultimate goal. 
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Indian Poet Laureate speaks about Zarathushtra: 
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Tagore: The Religion of Man 

The first profound record of the change of direction in Man's religion we find 

in the message of the great prophet in Persia, Zarathustra, and as usual it 

was accompanied by a revolution. In a later period the same thing happened 

in India, and it is evident that the history of this religious struggle lies 

embedded in the epic Mahabharata associated with the name of'  

Krishna and the teachings of Bhagavad-Gita.  

The most important of all outstanding facts of Iranian history is the religious 

reform brought about by Zarathustra. There can be hardly any question that 

he was the first man we know who gave a definitely moral character and 

direction to religion and at the same time preached the doctrine of 

monotheism which offered an eternal foundation of reality to goodness as an 

ideal of perfection. All religions of the primitive type try to keep men bound 

with regulations of external observances. Zarathustra was the greatest of all 

the pioneer prophets who showed the path of freedom to man, the freedom of 

moral choice, the freedom from the blind obedience to unmeaning injunctions, 

the freedom from the multiplicity of shrines which draw our worship away from 

the single-minded chastity of devotion.  
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Tagore: The Religion of Man 

Zarathustra's voice is still a living voice, not alone a matter of 

academic interest for historical scholars who deal with the facts 

of the past; nor merely the guide of a small community of  

men in the daily details of their life. Rather, of all teachers 

Zarathustra was the first who addressed his words to all 

humanity, regardless of distance of space or time. He was not 

like a cave- dweller who, by some chance of friction, had lighted 

a lamp and, fearing lest it could not be shared with all, secured it 

with a miser's care for his own domestic use. But he was the 

watcher in the night, who stood on the lonely peak facing the 

East and broke out singing the paeans of light to the sleeping 

world when the sun came out on the brim of the horizon. The 

Sun of Truth is for all, he declared-its light is to unite the far and 

the near.  

Indian Poet Laureate speaks about Zarathushtra: 
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Raphael – The 

School of 

Athens 

21 Sages of 

ancient times! 

Zarathushtra 

in lower right 

corner 

holding a 

Celestial 

Sphere facing 

Ptolemy 

holding a 

Terrestrial 

Sphere 

Raphael’s Masterpiece frescoe – The School of Athens, in the Stanza 
Della Segnatura, in the Apostolic Palace in the Vatican!  
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1: Zeno of Citium 2: Epicurus 3: unknown (believed to be Raphael)[14] 4: Boethius or 
Anaximander or Empedocles? 5: Averroes 6: Pythagoras 7: Alcibiades or Alexander the 
Great? 8: Antisthenes or Xenophon or Timon? 9: Fornarina or Francesco Maria della Rovere? 
10: Aeschines or Xenophon? 11: Parmenides? 12: Socrates 13: Heraclitus 14: Plato  
15: Aristotle 16: Diogenes of Sinope 17: Plotinus 18: Euclid or Archimedes with students  
19: Zoroaster  20: Ptolemy 21: Protogenes  

19: Zoroaster  

Raphael’s Masterpiece frescoe – The School of Athens, in the Stanza 
Della Segnatura, in the Apostolic Palace in the Vatican!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeno_of_Citium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epicurus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raphael
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_of_Athens#cite_note-woman-14
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boethius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaximander
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empedocles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Averroes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pythagoras
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcibiades
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisthenes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xenophon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timon_of_Athens_(person)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fornarina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francesco_Maria_I_della_Rovere,_Duke_of_Urbino
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeschines_of_Sphettus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xenophon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parmenides
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrates
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heraclitus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plato
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristotle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diogenes_of_Sinope
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plotinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euclid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archimedes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroaster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protogenes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroaster


Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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Raphael – The School of Athens 

Zarathushtra (left) holding a Celestial Sphere facing Ptolemy holding a 

Terrestrial Sphere with Apelles and Protogenes looking on (right) 



The mere fact that Raphael included Zarathushtra as one of the 21 sages of the 

old, and also he depicts him holding the celestial sphere proves that he and his 

contemporaries acknowledge the fact that Zarathushtra was one of the first 

astronomers/astrologers. That is the highest complement by a Master Painter 

to Zarathushtra, our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer! 

Vakhshur-e-Vakhshuraan Zarathushtra Spitaman, 

our Prophet, Mathematician, Astronomer 
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Zarathushtra’s Influence in Modern Europe 

Neuschwanstein Castle in Bavaria, Germany. Built by King Ludwig II 
of Bavaria. The palace has appeared prominently in several movies 
and was the inspiration for Disneyland's Sleeping Beauty Castle. 

Neuschwanstein Castle Sleeping Beauty Castle 
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Zarathushtra’s Influence in Modern Europe 

The Ancient Law – Wall Painting by Wilhelm Hauschild in the Grand 
Hall of the beautiful Neuschwanstein castle in Bavaria, Germany   

The Ancient 
Law Givers: 
Zarathushtra, 
in big turban 
sitting, with 
Emperor 
Augustus, 
Kings Stephen 
of Hungary 
and King 
Henry II. 
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Zarathushtra’s Influence in Modern Europe 

The Ancient Law – Wall Painting by Wilhelm Hauschild in the Grand 
Hall of the beautiful Neuschwanstein castle in Bavaria, Germany   

The Ancient Law Givers: 
Zarathushtra, in big turban sitting, with Emperor Augustus, Kings 
Stephen of Hungary and King Henry II. 
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Dastur 

Family Roots 

My Family 

and us 7 

Brothers 

And this 

is your 

truly! 

9 

Iranshah 

families 

trees with 

the 5th 

family 

Dastur 

Tree 



Zoroastrianism Influence on Other Religions 

Know thy Zoroastrian Roots and be Proud 

70 

 Do you know the names of your grand father on both sides? 

 Do you know the names of your great grand fathers? (call mom in Mumbai!) 

 Do you know your family tree? 

 Yazdi Tantra, Mumbai and his website: www.zoroastrians.net 

 Just had their 1 million hits! WOW! Can you imagine that for a small minority? 

 He has a website:    http://theparsifamily.commutree.com/Home.aspx 
 To help you build your own Family Tree. Examine and build your Family Tree. 

 Look up Return To Roots Program in:   www.fezana.org 

 This is an excellent program of taking 20 or so NA Zoroastrian Youths to 

Mumbai, Udvada, Navsari, etc. to give them a glimpse of OUR ROOTS! The 

first one was conducted last December-January. 

 

 Besides HHH, do you know the other basic tenets of our religion? 

 How would you talk about the influence of our religion when we do not know 

much about our roots and religion? 

 If someone ask you what is your religion, how would you reply? 

 Has this Tele Class given you enough ammunition to reply? 

http://www.zoroastrians.net/
http://theparsifamily.commutree.com/Home.aspx
http://www.fezana.org/
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Just a plug for an amazing 

Book on Zarathushtra’s 

Gathas by that famous 

Avesta/Sanskrit Scholar, Dr. 

Irach J. S. Taraporewala. 

FEZANA under the leadership 

of Behram Pastakia is 

reprinting this book and will 

be soon available in NA. 

It is a very worthwhile Gatha 

translation book and worth 

keeping a copy in your library. 

Please email me at: 

dastur@comcast.net 

For more information. 

mailto:dastur@comcast.net


In all our 

previous 16 Tele 

Classes, we 

have been 

praying in 

English from 

Dasturji Dhalla -

Homage Unto 

Ahura Mazda 

Book 

Today, we take a detour and pray in English Translations, 

two most important Affirmation of our Religion Prayers to 

declare our Core Beliefs: 

Din No Kalmo 

Jasa Me Awanghe Mazda (Kusti Prayer) 73 
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Ba naameh Yazadeh, 

Bakhshaayandeh, 

Bakhshaa-yashgareh 

meherbaan.  

Razishtayaao chistayaao, 

Mazda-dhaatayaao 

ashaonyaao,  

Daenayaao vanghuyaao 

maazdayasnoish.  

Din beh raast  va dorost,  

Ke khodaae bar khalk 

ferastaadeh,  

Zoroastrianism Influence on Other Religions 
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Din-no-Kalmo (Affirmation of Faith) Prayer: 

In the name of the merciful, the 

forgiver and the 

compassionate Ahura Mazda!  

The most truthful knowledge 

created by Mazda is the 

righteous good Mazdayasni 

religion. The good, righteous 

and complete religion which 

God has sent for the world! 



in hast, ke Zarthosht 

aavordeh hast,  

Din dineh Zarthosht,  

Dineh Ahuramazda,  

Daadeh Zarthosht 

Spitamaan Ashaoneh,  

 
Ashem Vohu Vahishtem asti,  

Ushtaa   asti, Ushtaa ahmaai,  

Hyat ashaai Vahishtaai ashem. 
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Din-no-Kalmo (Affirmation of Faith) Prayer: 

The religion which 

Zarathushtra has brought.  

The religion, Zarathustra’s 

religion, the religion of Ahura 

Mazda given by the righteous 

Zarathustra Spitaman.  

  
Righteousness is the best good  

and it is happiness.  

Happiness is to him/her who is 

righteous for the sake of the best 

righteousness.  



Come to my help, O Mazda (3).  

 

I am a worshipper of Mazda.  

I am a Mazda worshipping follower 

of Zarathushtra.  

I declare myself to be a devoted 

follower of Zarathushtra.  

I declare myself to be a devoted 

follower and an ardent supporter of 

this faith.  

I dedicate myself to the true 

conceived thought.  

I dedicate myself to the true 

spoken word.  

I dedicate myself to the true 

performed act. 

 

Jas mé avanghe Mazda!  

Jas mé avanghe Mazda!   

Jas mé avanghe Mazda!   
 

Mazdayasno ahmi, 

Mazdayasno Zarathushtrish,  

Fravaraané aastu-taschaa 

fravare-taschaa.  

Aastuyé humatem mano, 

Aastuyé hukhtem vacho,  

Aastuyé hvarshtem 

shyaothnem. 

Agenda: 8. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 
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Jas mé avanghe Mazda (Kusti) Prayer: 



I solemnly dedicate myself to the 

excellent religion of Mazda worship 

which removes quarrels, 

which removes strife and 

discord, which teaches self 

sacrifice and which leads to 

righteousness.  
 

 

  

Of all the faiths that have been or 

that shall be, for me, this is the 

greatest, the best and the loftiest,  

Aastuyé daenaam 

vanghuhim  Maazdayasnim,  

Fraspaayao-khedhraam, 

Nidhaasnai-thîshem,  

Khaetva-dathaam 

ashaonîm. 

 

Yaa haaiti-naamchaa, 

Bushyeinti-naamchaa,  

Mazishtaacha, 

vahisthtaachaa, 

sraeshtaachaa,  
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Jas mé avanghe Mazda (Kusti) Prayer: 



Yaa Aahuirish 

Zarathushtrish.  

Ahuraai Mazdaai vispaa 

vohu chinahmî.  

Aeshaa asti daenyaao 

Maazdayasnoish aastuitish.  

  
Ashem Vohu Vahishtem asti,  

Ushtaa   asti, Ushtaa ahmaai,  

Hyat ashaai Vahishtaai ashem. 
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Jas mé avanghe Mazda (Kusti) Prayer: 

This faith of Ahura Mazda, revealed 

by Zarathushtra.  

I attribute all goodness to Ahura 

Mazda.  

Such is the solemn dedication of 

the faith of Mazda worship.  

 

Righteousness is the best good  

and it is happiness.  

Happiness is to him/her who is 

righteous for the sake of the best 

righteousness.  
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In that spirit of Communal, National & International Unity Prayer  
with Humata, Hukhta, Hvarshta, 

Let us all make a resolve to follow these principles by performing  
the age old Zarathushtri greeting of Hama Zor with your neighbors reciting: 

“Hamaa Zor, Hamaa Asho Bade!” 
“Let us be United in Righteousness!” 

Good 

Thoughts 

Good Words 

Good Deeds    

humata 
Humata 
 

huxta 
Hukhta 
 

hwarSta 
Hvarshta 

Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 
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Ervad Soli Dastur instructing Cardinal Gracias, Mumbai, India in performing 

Hamaa Zor Greeting and Ervad Cyrus Dastoor 
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Hamaa Zor 

Greetings 

between 

participants 

during a 

Religious 

Tele Class. 
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Hamaa Zor 

Greetings 
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participants 

during a 
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Tele Class. 
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Zoroastrianism Influence on Other Religions 

Agenda for this Tele Class: 
1. Age of Zarathushtra – 600 BC – 6000 BC 

2. Dateline of Major World Religions 
3. Zoroastrian Religion Principles common to other religions 

4.  Pre and Post Exilic Jewish Thoughts 

5. Jewish, Christian and Islam Common Beliefs 

6. Hinduism & Zoroastrian Religion coexistance 

7. Know thy Zoroastrian Roots and be Proud 
8. Cyber Hum Bandagi in English 

9.  Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

10. Acknowledgements 
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Thank you all for your Participation, patience and time! 
Thank you all who helped me to collect information for this talk! 

And the last but not the least, 
My Dear Wife Jo Ann, 

For 48 years (July 2nd) of supporting me in all my crazy 
endeavors! 

And do not forget our  

Cyber Hamaa Zor Greeting! 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Next Class – ?????? TBD 


