PARADIGM SHIFT NEEDED, SAD MOMENT IN HISTORY

1.LATE MARRIAGES:                                                                                        183

· Average marriage age of boy in India is 26 and for girl is 23. India’s population has doubled while the Parsi population has decreased in half.

· Need to imbibe early marriage

· Single child is the norm

· Parsi’s need to have more children otherwise destined to dwindle

· One needs desire and love for children

2.ACCEPTANCE OF INTERMARRIED CHILDREN                                     183

· Must accept inter married children

· Adopting infants would help increase numbers

· Be more accepting of children

3.INTERMARRIED COUPLES                                                                          174

· Ours is an intrinsic religion

· When a Jew marries a Christian he becomes a Christian. 

· Hindu’s inter marry at 10% in Diaspora, Muslims at 14% in Diaspora, Parsis at 66% in Diaspora 

· Overwhelming Majority off springs in next generation follow another religion.  

4. ABSENCE OF MARRIAGE                                                                            159

· 1 in 5 males do not marry, 1 in 10 females do not marry, 15% do not marry

· Need centralized matrimonial base

· Kajwalis ( match makers) not working in digital generation

· Mindset of community and parents does not look down on singles

· Possessive mothers  

5.FINDING A SUITABLE PARTNER                                                               156

· Boys are under qualified than girls in India

· Youth do not believe in marriage to other Zoroastrians in the USA and having 

            Kids is not important

· Do not appreciate preserving values of community

· Everyone wants a tall, handsome, beautiful girl or guy

· Lack of dating services and enjoyable functions

· Lost urge to succeed in enterprise

6.ACCEPTANCE OF SPOUSE                                                                             140

· My spouse is not completely accepted

· Allow spouses to be a part of the community whole heartedly

· I am happily married for 50 years but have given up at being accepted

· False sense of superiority over other communities

7.LACK OF UNITY                                                                                               124

· Choose a better path based on inclusion rather than division

· Create an open, inclusive environment free of fear and judgment

· Community full of dividers not unities

· Respect every individuals beliefs

· Priests are to blame

· Conflict between “ Religion at Birth” and “Religion of Choice”

· 250 lawsuits outstanding at Bombay Parsi Punchayat

· Two law suits at Zoroastrian Association of Chicago

· Worship of Sai Baba by Mobed in the USA, Ganpati at Parsi Indian homes

· Khambata/ Khosrovi conflict between Conservatives and Liberals, 30 years

8.FINANCIAL COSTS                                                                                          115

·    Parsi/Zoroastrians not willing to  shell out money to get something worthwhile done

· Lack of ambition due to comfortable living

· Panchayat making us beggars

· More of an excuse

· Incentives should be for Education, Sports, Community participation

9.LACK OF HOUSING                                                                                          114

· Community functions focus on food

· Living in a joint family is difficult and undesirable

· Housing has nothing to do with numbers

9.LOW FERTILITY                                                                                                 111

· Encourage programs of assisted pregnancy

10.IMMIGRATION AND GLOBALIZATION                                                         101

· False sense of progress in youth in the name of modernity

· Parents accept that children overseas are not going to find suitable matches in community

11.SEPARATION AND DIVORCE                                                                          88

· Hindus 1% and 1% suicide rate

· Parsi’s alarming (10%)

12.INCENTIVES                                                                                                        88

· Need for Education, Sports, Community Activities

13.WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS                                                                               66

· Need matching program

Finally on our Youth based on e mail comments exchanged 

Half full, half empty

“Freedom of Choice” has become “Abuse of Freedom of Choice” due to peer pressure in the USA and this generation in the USA has not been taught Zoroastrian Values.

Positive:

· Very independent

· Brightest parents came to the USA

· Highly qualified

· Career oriented

· Seeking intellectual partners

· Very strong beliefs

· We need to build their faith and they will become religious

SELECTION PROCESS:

A. Compatible                                                                                                      225

     Personality                                                                                                       225

     Education                                                                                                        210

     Love                                                                                                                209

B. Mental Health                                                                                                  185

     Family Health                                                                                                  182

     Health                                                                                                               179

     Looks                                                                                                               172

    Wealth                                                                                                               159

C. Arranged                                                                                                     133

     Skin Color                                                                                                  124

INCREASING NUMBERS FOR SURVIVAL

A.

Religious Education                                                                                         163

B.

Translation of prayers to English                                                                     139 

Parenting classes                                                                                              136

Historical Education                                                                                         136 

Presence of Darbe Meher                                                                                  132

C.

Two other items to consider

Daily prayer at home, Kusti……..Needed…Humbandagi

Wearing Sadro Kusti…………….Refer to Survey Monkey  

Porus

