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Introduction

The First World War started on 28th July 1914, while Great Britain joined on 4thAugust 1914, and
ended on 11th November 1918. Since 2018 is the centennial year of the armistice, it is
important that we remember the immense contribution and sacrifice made by Indians
including Zoroastrians to Great Britain and Empire in the First World War.

The First World War was for the first time in history considered a total war, because the entire
population of the European nations involved were called into service in one way or another, by
their respective governments. In Britain even women, who typically were not involved in war,
were responsible for growing food supplies and working in artillery factories.

No longer was war fought on the battlefield. Being total war, the First World War witnessed
for the first time indiscriminate destruction, due to aerial bombing of cities by the Zeppelins
and by the emerging air force.

The First World War is often described as ‘Europe’s Great Murderous War’. But in reality not
only Europe suffered, but because of Colonialism and Empire, the First World War affected every
part of the globe and millions perished. It is estimated that over 5 million (5,142,631) people
perished during the First World War. The number killed is not the whole picture when it
comes to the First World War casualties, over 4 million (4,121,090) people were either
taken prisoner or declared missing and over 12 million (12,800,706) people were wounded
during the war. Not all deaths reported were a result of battle wounds. Many died from disease and
accidents, these deaths were on the battlefield.

It was observed that sun never set on the British Empire, thus multitude of communities
from the Empire and Commonwealth volunteered to serve the King Emperor and Great
Britain. Many who served were from the Black, Asian, Minority and Ethnic Communities and
their contribution to Great Britain was immense! Men were recruited from India, Burma,
Ceylon (Sri Lanka), China, East Africa, West Africa, South Africa and the West Indies. Many
of them were decorated for their bravery, receiving the Victoria Cross (VC), Military Cross
and Distinguished Service Order (DSO). It is also important to remember, that during the First
World War, there was also an ‘army of workers’ who are unremembered and forgotten. Many
of these men of colour were recruited as ancillary workers such as cooks, butchers, cobblers,
barbers, truck drivers, railway workers, crew on merchant ships, and labourers, including the
Indian Labour Corps of 563,369 men, Chinese Labour Corps of 140,000, Egyptian 100,000
and South African Labour Corps of 25,000. The contribution of these labourers was significant,
but sadly it is routinely overlooked or relegated to a footnote in history.
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Besides India contributing over £80 million towards the war effort, it is a historical fact that
if it wasn’t for the Indian Army coming to the rescue of their colonial masters in the early years of
the First World War, the German Army of Kaiser Wilhelm II would have invaded the British Isles.
In 1913, just prior to the First World War the size of the domestic British Indian Army was
240,000 strong. At the conclusion of hostilities in 1918, the British Indian Army had risen to
1,500,000. This substantive increase occurred without any acts of conscription, thus making
the British Indian Army during the First World War one of the largest all volunteer forces in
history.

During the First World War over 1.3 million (1,302,394) personnel left the shores of India,
from all communities, including the Sikhs, Rajputs, Jats, Garhwalis, Bengalis, Kashmiri
Dogras, Marthas, Gurkhas, Sikhs, Jews and Zoroastrians. Sadly, many of them never returned
back and perished abroad in France, Flanders, Gallipoli, East Africa, Mesopotamia, Iran (Persia)
Egypt and Palestine. The death and losses in the Indian Army was over 53 thousand (53, 486)
soldiers lost their lives, over 65 thousand (65, 175) were wounded, nearly 6 thousand (5,874)
were missing, and over 12 thousand (12,394) were imprisoned by the enemy and because
of racism many were brutally treated by their enemy captors.

Sadly, soon after the end of the First World War, was the outbreak of the Spanish Flu
Pandemic (1918 – 1919), which killed over 50 million worldwide, many of them were weaken
because of the war. One victim was the noted fighter pilot of the Royal Flying Corps (RFC)
and war hero Lieutenant William Leefe Robinson VC, who was born in South Coorg, in
Karnataka South India, on 14th July 1895 and died in Harrow, the same London Borough in
which the Zoroastrian Centre is located, on New Year’s Eve – 31st December 1918.

Zoroastrian War Memorial, South Mumbai
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During the First World War, the population of India was around 300 million of which the Parsi
and Irani Zoroastrians numbered only 80,000.

Yet this tiny Zoroastrian community served and sacrificed their lives for the King Emperor and
Great Britain by voluntarily enlisting in Britain and India as soldiers, doctors, nurses, sailors,
drivers, clerks and store keepers on the Western Front in France and Flanders, in the
East in Mesopotamia, Iran (Persia), Gallipoli, Egypt and Palestine and in East Africa.

Sadly some of them did not return.
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They donated large sums of money and material in India and Britain for the war effort. Their
properties, including hospitals in India and houses in Britain were used to treat the wounded.
They were decorated for their bravery. They were held prisoners of war by the Ottoman Turks
and suffered horrendous conditions. The First World War did have an impact on the Parsi and
Irani Zoroastrian population, because the Indian census taken every decade from 1881 to 1911
show that the community was growing, while the 1921 census shows only a slight growth and
the 1931 census shows similar growth patterns as they were prior to 1911. One reason for the
slow growth rate in the 1921 census was due to the death of those serving in the First World War.

In 1926, the Zoroastrian War Memorial in Kharaghat Parsi Housing Colony, South Mumbai,
was inaugurated by the Chairman of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet, which is the apex body
of the Parsi Zoroastrian Community. It is in close proximity to the Towers of Silence and
records the names of those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom in the First Wold War
and later in the Second World War.
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The reason for building the war memorial was because the Zoroastrian faith is first religion in the
world to believe in the immortality of the soul. Due to this belief in immortality of the soul,
annually those who made the ultimate sacrifice are remembered.

Zoroastrians seek refuge in India

In the ninth century a group of Zoroastrians fled Iran because of religious persecution and
sailed to India, arriving at the port of Sanjan in South Gujarat seeking refuge and freedom to
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practice their ancient religion. The Hindu King Jadiv Rana gave them sanctuary and they
integrated seamlessly into the society, yet maintaining their identity, just as sugar dissolving in milk.

The descendants of these Zoroastrians religious refugees are known as Parsis in India, meaning
those who come from Persia. Always numerically small, however the Parsis have always
volunteered their services to serve India (Hind), as per one of the five conditions in return for
granting refuge mentioned in the Qissa-i Sanjan or Kisse-i Sanjan, and later Britain whenever it
has been faced external aggression, at times sacrificing their lives in the process.

Parsees and the British

The relationship between the Parsees and the British goes back to the very early days of the arrival
of the East India Company at the port of Surat in North West India. It was a Parsee, Rustom
Maneck Sett who as the agent of the East India Company obtained them the trading rights with the
Mugal Emperor Aurangzeb. In 1724, Navroji Rustom Maneck Sett, youngest son of Rustom,
was the first Zoroastrian to arrive in the United Kingdom. Later when the East India
Company developed the five fishing islands, which became Bombay, it was the famous Parsee
Wadia family of shipbuilders of Surat who came with the British to Bombay to build the port
and its ships. HMS Trincomalee, the oldest warship afloat in the Royal Navy was built by the
Wadia shipbuilders in 1817. And so was HMS Minden on which US national anthem, the Star
Spangled Banner, was written on board in September 1814 by an American lawyer, Francis
Scott Key.

After the Indian Mutiny or the first War of Independence of 1857, depending on which side of the
fence you see Indian History, Her Majesty Queen Victoria became the Empress of India. The
Parsees, like many other communities in India swore allegiance to the British Crown.
Hence the Parsees have participated with the British in various theatres of war of the late
nineteenth and twentieth century and after Indian independence have served and sacrificed their



7

lives for India. In both World Wars the Parsees, like the other communities of India, volunteered
to serve King and Emperor and enlisted in all the three services and the merchant navy.

Role of Parsees in the First World War

The Parsee contribution to Britain during the First World War can be divided into 5 categories;
Soldiers, Doctors in the Indian Medical Service (IMS), use of Parsee property for treating the
wounded, Monetary and Economic contribution to the war effort and lastly, countering German
propaganda. The following examples illustrate these 5 categories:

Zoroastrians decorated for bravery

Military records show Parsee Officers mainly in the Indian Medical Service (IMS) serving in
Mesopotamia, Iran (Persia), Gallipoli, Egypt, Palestine as they were decorated for their bravery and
gallantry. This is remarkable because they were decorated for their bravery for saving lives as
they were doctors and not combatants. Noted examples:

 Dr Ratansha Nariman Kapadia was awarded the Military Cross (MC), French Croix de
Guerre, Belgian Croix de Guerre, Victory Medal, General Service Medal, and the 1914/15
Star. He is the eldest paternal uncle to the current ZTFE Vice President & Social Secretary
Behram R Kapadia. Ratansha was born on 25th July 1890 and died mysteriously in Frankfurt,
Nazi Germany, on 25th June 1932, one month short of his forty second birthday. He served in
Mesopotamia from 1915 to 1918 and with the Egyptian Expeditionary Force in 1918. He
received the Croix de Guerre on 31st August 1917, which was pinned on him by the then
French President, for collecting wounded soldiers despite being under artillery fire from
the Turks and treating them and saving lives of many in the battle in Mesopotamia. He
also received the Military Cross on 1st January 1919. Ratansha was promoted to the
rank of Major on 25thFebruary 1927 at the age of 36.
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 Captain Phirozshah Byramji Bharucha served with the 14th King George’s Own
Ferozepore Sikh Regiment, which is one of the oldest regiments in the Indian Army
today known simply as the 14thFerozepore Sikhs. He was the first Indian to be
awarded the Distinguished Service Order (DSO). He was severely wounded and taken
prisoner at Kut - el - Amara by the Turks together with General Sir Charles Townsend
and suffered harsh treatment by his captors, partly because of racism by the Turks.
After the war he rose to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel.
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 Captain Heerajee Jehangir Manockjee Cursetjee also served with 14th King George’s Own
Ferozepore Sikh Regiment and was also awarded the DSO in 1919. He was severely
wounded in Gallipoli.

Cursetjee’s identity tag, medals and his military possessions are exhibited at the National
Army Museum, Chelsea. In 1914 Cursetjee was a Lieutenant, was promoted to Captain on
27th January 1915, was promoted to Major in the IMS on 27th January 1924, he was
promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel on 27th July 1931. On 12th July 1941, Cursetjee was
promoted to Major-General, probably the highest ranked Indian officer during WWII.
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Besides the DSO, Cursetjee was awarded the 1914-15 Star, the British War Medal 1914-20,
the Allied Victory Medal, the General Service Medal 1918-62, with clasp: Iraq, the India
General Service Medal 1908-35, with clasp: Waziristan 1921-24, the British War Medal 1939-
45, the George V Silver Jubilee Medal 1935, the King George VI Coronation Medal 1937 and
the Serbian Order of the White Eagle, Badge of the 5thClass His medals and personal items
are in the National Army Museum, Chelsea.

After an illustrious career of over 30 years, Cursetjee retired from the Army (IMS) on 1st July
1946. He was appointed a Companion of the Order of the Star of India in the 1943 New
Year Honours, and was knighted as a Knight Commander of the Order of the Indian Empire
in 1946. Sir Heerajee Jehangir Cursetjee KCIE, CSI, DSO, MRCS, IMS, settling in
Tetbury, Gloucestershire. He died in a car accident on 26th July 1964.
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 Captain Shiavax Behramji Mehta, Captain Firoz Kharshedji Tarapore, Captain Rustom
Hormusji Bharucha and Captain Firoz Bapuji Chinoy served in Flanders in 1915. Captain
Rustom Hormusji Bharucha died aged 35 and Captain Firoz Bapuji Chinoy died in Iran in
1918, age 30. Their names are inscribed on the Zoroastrian War Memorial, Mumbai.
Captain Chinoy’s portrait is exhibited at the Zoroastrian Fire Temple Secunderabad, India.

 Bob and his brother Jal Dhunjibhoy Irani served as engineers during the war.
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ZTFE Presidents served in First World War

Shortly after the First World War was declared in 1914 a large number of Parsis from England,
India and other countries came forth and were given special commission in the War. The
military hospital at Natlie (Southampton) which was known as Royal Victoria Hospital where
wounded British and Indian soldiers were kept had three Parsi doctors; Dr Jehangir Hormusji
Unwalla, Dr Shiavax Ardeshir Paymaster and Dr Rustom Mancherji Postwalla, who was
elected 10th ZTFE President in 1953. These three doctors were pursuing higher studies at a
hospital in London. They immediately joined the War!

The press reported in 1916, that three Parsi doctors, Dr. Lowji Shapurji Modi, Dr. Jehangir
Pestonji Canteenwalla and Dr. Sorab Behramji Warden were appointed at the Indian
Military Hospital in New Milton, on the edge of the New Forest, Hampshire. The records of
the Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe (ZTFE) show Lieutenant Dr Sorab B Warden of the IMS
who later served in Mesopotamia, was elected 11th ZTFE President in 1954.

Dr Talahati, Dr Eruch Ruttonji Daboo, Dr Kaikhushru Behramji Bharucha, Dr Nariman
Jamshedji Gai, Dr Firoz F Lashkari, Dr Homi Shiavax Dastur Kamdin were appointed at the large
Indian hospital of 1000 beds, Royal Pavilions in Brighton.

Zoroastrian doctors continue to serve in the British Armed Forces event today. Currently the
highest ranking member of the community is Colonel (Dr) Sohrab R Dalal. He is the Regional
Clinical Director for the North of England and his regiment is the Royal Army Medical Corps.
Dr Dalal is the eldest son of our past President and current ZTFE Trustee Rusi K Dalal. Air
Commodore (Dr) Fredoon K Amroliwalla, father of the BBC Reporter Matthew F Amroliwalla,
who was often in the news during the 1980s, as he was sent to conduct medical examinations
when the hostages Terry Waite and John McCartney were just released in Beirut, Lebanon.
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Hidden Heroes of the Middlesex Regiment

In 2014, to coincide with the centenary of the First World War, Eastside Community
Heritage Centre, Essex, UK, conducted a project titled; ‘Soldiers from the Empire: Hidden
Heroes of the Middlesex Regiment’ in partnership with Middlesex University. The project
researched the lives of gentlemen who came from around the British Empire to fight for ‘King and
Empire’ during the First World War, including the talented British footballer for
Tottenham Hotspur (Spurs) of West Indian origin Walter Daniel John Tull and Kershasp
Ardeshir Naoroji, grandson of Dr Dadabhai Naoroji - the first Indian elected MP to the House
of Commons in 1892 and ZTFE founder member in 1861.

Kershasp Ardeshir Naoroji – Grandson of Dr Dadabhai Naoroji MP

Kershasp Ardeshir Naoroji volunteered at St James and was enlisted as a Private in the Middlesex
Regiment. Kershasp, better known as Kish, was born in 1893 and was a student at Cambridge
University when war was declared in 1914. He enlisted on 25th September 1914 with a
fellow Cambridge student Nasli Padamjee, also a Parsee Zoroastrian. Another Parsee who
served in the Middlesex Regiment was Ervad Lieutenant Nariman Meherwanji Karkaria who like
Kish and Nasli joined as Private.

Kish’s military records show, that he was appointed Lance Corporal on 17th November 1915
and promoted to Sergeant on 5th April 1916. Since it was difficult for his fellow soldiers to
pronounce Naoroji, he was called Sergeant Nott. Kish was wounded on his right side at the
Battle of the Somme in October 1916. He was ‘no longer physically fit for war service’
and was honourably discharged on 13th October 1916.
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Kish returned to Cambridge, graduated in 1917, re-enlisted and was selected for and sent to an
Officer Training Corps at the Royal Academy, Berkenstead. But just before he was due to
complete his training in November 1918, the armistice was declared. The War Office refused to
give Kish a commission stating he must do further training at the Royal Academy, Sandhurst,
which he refused, requesting instead to be discharged. Fortunately the War Office relented and
Kish sailed to India to join the Indian Army, as part of the group of the first fifty Indian Officers to
join the Indian Army. He was commissioned with the 106th Hazara Pioneers and severed in
Mesopotamia in 1920 and 1921. Incidentally, on the same ship to India was another young
Indian Officer, Kodandera M. Cariappa, who became India’s second Field Marshal in 1986 after
Field Marshal Sam F Manekshaw.

Kershasp Ardeshir Naoroji religion was recorded Christian

After leaving the Indian Army, Kish was employed by TATA. During the Second World
War he enlisted again and was posted to Washington DC by the Indian Government to act as the
Director of Supplies with the Indian Supply Mission. In 1945, Kish rejoined Tatas and retired as
one of the senior directors of Tata Iron & Steel Company (TISCO), he died in 1977. Tata’s
maintain all their employees’ records at Tata Central Archives, Pune, India. As Tata is the
largest and oldest industrial group in India, many of its employees served in both World Wars.
The records of Kish Naoroji indicate that not only his fellow soldiers and his superiors had
difficulty pronouncing Naoroji, thus he was called ‘Sergeant Nott’, but his faith was recorded as
Christian! Kish’s records show at when he enlisted in 1914, the Cockney Sergeant upon
asking Kish his religion, he replied Parsee. The Sergeant inquired; what the hell that was
and said there was no such blinking religion! When Kish insisted, the Sergeant produced
a Bible and asked Kish if he was prepared to swear on that book? Kish replied that he would
swear on any book the Sergeant liked and the Sergeant promptly put him down as a Roman Catholic.
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Zoroastrian women in the First World War

Sisters, Goola and Khurshed Rumi Patel were fluent in French and English. They joined the
French Red Cross in Ruan City and served in the hospitals tending to the wounded and
refugees day and night as nurses and by hard their work earned the appreciation of the heads of
Red Cross. In 1919, both were decorated by the French Government.

Miss Piroja Behramji Malabari, daughter Behramji Merwanji Malabari the well known social
reformer, served as a bacteriologist in London’s Moorfields Eye Hospital. The Times reported
in March 1919, that she did her duty peacefully and cheerfully equal to any other English lady,
despite the risks of enemy Zeppelin raids.

Parsi women contributed cash and clothing for the war effort. For instance it was reported in
the press in 1917, they donated to the War Fund, 59,995 items which included; 22,546
handkerchiefs, 7,810 shirts, 4,263 pants, 2572 bags, 288 belts and 28,680 Kit Bags. Another report
mentioned that under the auspices of the Ladies Fund, Parsi women and men of Bombay gifted
articles useful for soldiers, such as 1000 pair of socks, 128 yards cloth for shirts, 40 yards drill,
128lbs soap, 144 cotton reel, 665 yards flannel, 1000 cigarettes, 160 dozen safety pins, 50 tins
of tobacco and18 dozen handkerchiefs.
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Besides Zoroastrians serving in the British Armed Forces in both World Wars, the
Zoroastrians also contributed monetarily and economically, allowing their properties
to be used for treating the wounded and countering German propaganda.

Parsee owned hospitals, including the well known B D Petit Parsee General Hospital in
Bombay established in 1912, were used during both World Wars.

Use of Zoroastrian property to treat wounded soldiers
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Parsees were known to allow the use of their property to treat the wounded. Noted examples
were ‘The Willows’, a large estate in Windsor with its own private race course, belonging to
Lady Frainy and Sir Dhunjibhoy Bomanji Kt. The Bomanjis were patrons of the ZTFE and
friends of Field Marshall Earl Haig. Even after the war, they would have open days for war
veterans and their families.

The various estates and properties of the TATA group, including the 5 star Taj Mahal Hotel in
Bombay, were used during both World Wars

Monetary & Economic Contribution by the Zoroastrian community

Many Parsee families contributed large sums of money to the war effort during both World Wars,
and included the families of the Bomanjis, Tatas, Petits, Jeejeebhoys, Wadias as well as the
Bombay Parsee Punchayet – apex body of the Parsee community. In the Second World War
the Parsees including the ZTFE gave in excess of seven million pounds. This resulted in
the ZTFE nearly going bankrupt after the war.
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Jamshedpur is renowned as India’s First Steel City, but few know of its significant
contributions to the world. Decades ago this pretty little town with tree lined avenues was a war
zone, when fumes emanating from its chimneys mingled with smokescreens, factory hooters
merged with air raid sirens and anti-aircraft fire lit up the skies. While the world
commemorates the centenary of World War I and the end of World War II, Jamshedpur’s
history lies forgotten.

The Tata Iron and Steel Company (TISCO) supplied over 1500 miles of steel rail in
Mesopotamia, as well as steel for armaments totalling 300,000 tonnes of iron and steel, during the
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First World War. This led the Viceroy of India, Lord Chelmsford, personally visiting TISCO in
Sakshi, Bihar State in North East India after the war. The Times reported that on 2nd

January 1919, Lord Chelmsford in his thank you speech, renamed Sakshi to Jamshedpur in
honour of the late Jamsetji N Tata, whose vision and determination had established the first iron
and steel works in India. The Times also reported, that in 1907 Sir Frederick Upcott, Chief
Commissioner for Indian Railways had ridiculed Tata, that they would never be able to
manufacture steel rails to British specification. If they did then he would every pound of steel rail
Tata succeeded in making. After a couple of weeks, the Bihar State Government renamed
Kalimati Railway Station as Tatanagar.

Zoroastrians helping the British to counter German propaganda

The then ZTFE President (1908 – 1933) Sir Mancherjee M Bhownaggree KCIE, who was the first
Indian to be elected a Conservative MP in 1895, following a request by his friend Sir George
Birdwood of the India Office, authored the booklet tilted; “The Verdict of India”. The
Verdict of India was written to counter German propaganda that Britain was mistreating its
Indian soldiers and they should change sides and fight with the Germans.

However, not all Zoroastrians were supportive of Britain and the British Empire. One
such individual was Comrade Shapurji S Saklatvala, a well known member of the Communist
Party and the nephew of Jamsetji N Tata, who in 1922 was the first Indian to be elected for the
Labour Party. In 1924 General Election, he was the only candidate to be elected as MP for
the Communist Party. ZTFE President Spittama K R Cama (1949 – 1951), who served as
Honorary Secretary during the Bhownaggree presidency was well known to Saklatvala since
1890. He recalls a conversation in a small restaurant in Oxford Street frequented by Indians,
shortly after the outbreak of the war where Saklatvala jokingly told him and Bhownaggree,
that instead of the Indians supporting the British war effort, they should instead kill as many
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Englishmen as possible and the British troops in India could be killed by infecting the
Bombay water supply with cholera.

Zoroastrians who served the British in both World Wars recognised in India

The Zoroastrians also served during the Second World War. During World War II, the most noted
amongst these volunteers were the four ‘Flying Engineer Brothers’, three of them receiving the
coveted Distinguished Flying Cross. The most decorated of the four brothers was Aspy
Engineer, trained at RAF Cranwell, who rose to the rank of Air Chief Marshal in independent
India.

Another Parsee volunteer was Captain Sam F Manekshaw MC who during World War II,
saw action with the 4/12 Frontier Force Regiment in Burma in the 1942 campaign on the
Sittang River. Captain Manekshaw had the rare distinction of being honoured for his bravery
on the battle front itself. He was commanding his battalion’s ‘A’ Company in a counter-
attack against the invading Japanese Army and despite suffering fifty percent casualties
the company achieved its objective, Pagoda Hill, which was a key position on the left of the
Sittang bridgehead. After capturing the hill, Manekshaw was hit by a burst of LMG bullets and was
severely wounded in the stomach. Major General D.T. Cowan spotted Manekshaw holding on to
life and was aware of his valour in face of stiff resistance from the Japanese. Fearing the worst,
Major General Cowan quickly pinned his own Military Cross ribbon to Manekshaw saying, “A
dead person cannot be awarded a Military Cross.” The official recommendation for the MC states
that the success of the attack “was largely due to the excellent leadership and bearing of Captain
Manekshaw”. The award was made official with the publication of the notification in a
supplement to the London Gazette of 21st April 1942 (dated 23rd April 1942). In
independent India, Sam Manekshaw rose to become Chief of Staff of the Indian Army.
Following his successful campaign of defeating the Pakistani Army during the 1970
Bangladesh war, he was promoted to the rank of Field Marshal, thus becoming India’s first Field
Marshal.

The Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe (ZTFE) was established in 1861. It is the oldest Asian
faith based voluntary organisation in the United Kingdom. ZTFE members voluntarily enlisted
to serve King Emperor in both World Wars. As mentioned earlier former ZTFE Presidents Dr
Rustom Mancherji Postwalla and Dr. Sorab Behramji Warden served during World War I.

ZTFE’s first High Priest Dasturji Dr Sohrab H Kutar at the outbreak of World War II volunteered
to join the Royal Army Medical Corps, serving for over five years with the Eight Army. Dr Kutar
was decorated with the Star of Africa by Field Marshall Montgomery for his work in North
Africa. Homi E Dordi, a senior ZTFE priest, served in the Royal Indian Air Force in Burma
and was awarded the Burma Star. Captain Rusi Bhadurji, ZTFE patron, served with Bomber
Command and flew many sorties over Germany. Besides the named examples, ZTFE members
served in the RAF as Spitfire and Hurricane pilots, in the RN in the Arctic conveys and its
women members served in Auxiliary Units. My grandfather Cawas M Kaka was in the Royal
Indian Air Force and so was Lord Karan F Bilimoira’s family in the Royal Indian Army.
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ZTFE is aware that after World War II its members have served in Her Majesty’s Armed
Forces during peace time and in times of war including the Falklands War, Operation Desert
Storm, in Afghanistan after 9/11 and the second Iraq war.

Professor John R Hinnells, in ‘The Ratanbhai Katrak Lectures’ at the University of Oxford 1985,
which formed the basis of his book ‘Zoroastrians in Britain’ Clarendon Press Oxford 1996 on
page 104 states;

“In addition to the earlier examples cited mention should also be made of the substantial
sums of money, and number of men, given to the British cause in the First World War
(Zoroastrian War memorial records forty six lost their lives).Most of the support went
to the Medical Corps as mentioned in ‘Parsi Prakash’ Volume V pages 17 - 60. In
the Second World War the Parsis gave in excess of seven million pounds and more than
twenty men died (Zoroastrian War memorial records thirty five lost their lives). So there
is a legitimate sense of Parsis having given not only their wealth to Britain, but also their
lives!”

For a tiny community of around 80,000, the Parsi and Irani Zoroastrian community has
punched well above their weight. During the war years there were positive vibes about the
Zoroastrian participation and contribution. But as the 20th century progressed their contribution
was ignored by Her Majesty’s Government. Until the centenary of the armistice, Sunday 11th

November 2018, the Zoroastrians were the only faith community which had historically served in
the British Armed Forces that were not invited to participate with the other faith communities on
the Remembrance Sunday Ceremony at the Cenotaph in Whitehall. The Zoroastrian Trust
Funds of Europe (ZTFE) has repeatedly written and met Ministers of the Her Majesty’s
Government to review their position, but to no avail. Fortunately, the Government revised its
stance during the centennial year of the armistice. On Sunday 11th November 2018, the ZTFE was
invited for the second time by Her Majesty’s Government to represent the Zoroastrian community
at the National Remembrance Ceremony by inviting the ZTFE Patron Lord Karan F Bilimoria
CBE DL and President Malcolm M Deboo. In 2012, because of the ZTFE Sesquicentennial
in 2011 and HRH Prince Philip The Duke of Edinburgh being present at the Service
of Thanksgiving at the Zoroastrian Centre on 6th October 2011, the ZTFE Patron Lord Karan F
Bilimoria CBE DL and President Malcolm M Deboo were invited to attend the Remembrance
Sunday Ceremony in Whitehall, but that was a one off! On behalf of the ZTFE and the
Zoroastrian community in the UK and globally, Lord Bilimoria and I are thankful to Her
Majesty’s Government, especially Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth, Minister of Religion and
Under Secretary of State and his Team at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MCLG) and his counterpart Lord Aston of Hyde, Under Secretary of State for
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), for formerly recognising the service and sacrifice of
the Zoroastrians in WWI and WWII and inviting them to attend the Remembrance Sunday
Ceremony on Sunday 11thNovember 2018.

Speech by ZTFE President Malcolm M Deboo on ‘Remembering the contribution made by The Indian Soldiers including
Zoroastrian volunteers who served the King Emperor and Great Britain during the First World War’ for the Zoroastrian
All Party Parliamentary Group, Monday 3rd December 2018.


