
 
 

Zoroastrian Association of Metropolitan Chicago 
proudly hosts the 

2026 Society of Scholars of Zoroastrianism (SSZ) Conference 
at the 

Rustam Guiv Dar-e-Mehr 
8615 Meadowbrook Drive, Burr Ridge, IL 60527 

on 
Saturday November 14, 2026 

9 am Central time (8:30 pm IST) to 9 pm Central time (8:30 am IST) 
supported by 

Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America (FEZANA) 
FEZANA Information Research Educational System (FIRES) 

and 
World Zoroastrian Organization US Region 

All community members, students, scholars and members of interfaith communities are 
invited and encouraged to participate. Your presence gives support to the speakers, and your 
feedback is invaluable so that future research efforts may be directed in a constructive 
manner for the benefit of both the academicians as well as the community. 
 

 
 

 



 

Program 
Conference Chair: Prof.  Miguel Ángel Andrés-Toledo 

Tech Support: Eruch Rustomji and Tushad Driver 

Morning Session –Session Chair: Afshan Barshan 

9:00 Breakfast and Registration 

9:30 -- 12:00    Academic Symposium, online on ZOOM and in-person at the Dar-e-Mehr. 
conducted by Prof.  Miguel Ángel Andrés-Toledo, Zal Taleyarkhan and Noshir Contractor.  

 Dr. Céline Redard – “Preservation and evolution of the Yasna ceremony through the lens of the 
            Gujarati ritual directions between the 16th and the 19th centuries.” Dr. Celine compares passages 
            from these manuscripts, with the living tradition.  

 Dr. Ted Good – “Let Wisdom be Your Guide” – Drawing on the Denkard, Ted Good explores the 
 Zoroastrian relationship between a spiritual guide and a student. 

Prof.  Miguel Ángel Andrés-Toledo – “Greek Exegesis of Zoroastrian Rituals in the Derveni 
Papyrus.” Prof. Andrés-Toledo proposes new interpretations on how the Zoroastrian component of 
this papyrus could be understood, and implications to the study of ancient Zoroastrianism. 

Prof. Parvaneh Pourshariati – “Mithra in Iran: Reconsidering the Archeological, Epigraphic and 
Literary Evidence.” Professor Pourshariati examines the longstanding debate surrounding the 
relationship between Roman Mithraism and the Iranian worship of Mithra.  

Dr. Jamsheed Choksy – “A Fire Temple on the Pearl of the Indian Ocean.” 

12:30   Dastur Kersey Antia – “Writings for Beating the Odds against our Survival in North America.” 

1:00 Mobedyar Boman Damkevala – “Boi Ceremony” in Prayer Room. 

1:30     Lunch 

Afternoon Session – Session Chair: Jamshed Rivetna 

Community-Forum (in-person at the dar-e-mehr) 

2:00 Registration for Afternoon Session 

2:15 Benediction – Dastur Kersey Antia 

Monajat      – Mani Rao 

Welcome    – Tushad Driver (President, ZAMC) 

Welcome    – Kayomarsh Mehta (President, WZO US Region) 

Welcome    – Aban Rustomji (Co-chair FEZANA-FIRES) 

Welcome, Introduction to SSZ and Annual Report – Zal Taleyarkhan (SSZ President) and 
Rohinton Rivetna 

3:00 Professor Miguel Ángel Andrés-Toledo -- “The Origin of Chess and Backgammon in the 
Zoroastrian literature”. 

3:30 ZAMC Youth with Meheryar Rivetna, Khursheed Ichhaporia, Kamal Saher and Zenobia 
Damania – “Quiz: Sharpen Your Knowledge of Zoroastrian history, and scriptures.” 

4:30 Tea 

4:45    ZAMC Youth – “Texts, Traditions and Truth: A Fireside Chat with Scholars of Zoroastrianism.” 

5:30 ZAMC Youth – “Zoroastrianism and Human Rights, Then and Now.” 

ZAMC Youth are: Arya Barshan, Azita Barshan, Katy Daruwalla, Anahita Driver, Rayhan Guard and 
Jayden Ullal, assisted by Religious Class teachers Persis Driver, Shara Godiwalla and Persis Guard. 



 

Evening Session – Session Chair: Binaisha Patel  

6:00 Cocktails 

6:30 Mehraboon Irani – “Origins of the Indian Movie Industry” 

7:00     Dinner 
            Thanksgiving Toast to celebrate our togetherness – Tushad Driver (ZAMC President) 

Registration 

If participating in person: $20 per person.  $25 after November 3  (No charge for youth 18 and under); 
Payment may be made at the door.   Please RSVP to Zarin Karanjia (zarin.karanjia@yahoo.com) with:  

- Name 
- Age (if 18 or under) 
- Will attend Morning session (Academic Symposium) with Breakfast and Lunch 
- Will attend Afternoon Session (Community Forum) with tea, cocktails and dinner. 

If participating on ZOOM only, there is no charge. 

ZOOM link for the Academic Symposium and Community Forum: https://bit.ly/2026-SSZ 
Registration for the Academic Symposium is recommended, but not required, at:  

https://ZoroastrianAcademics.eventbrite.com 

For SSZ Conference information contact Rohinton Rivetna (Rivetna@aol.com, 630 248 -4387).  
For information relative to the online Academic Symposium contact  

Zal Taleyarkhan (773 677-1110, zaltaleyarkhan@gmail.com). 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 


